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Abstract:
Main goal of the dissertation is to make an attempt to find the answer to the question: Why did
American people elect the African American as their 44th president after so many racial prejudices and
turbulent two hundred and more years in terms of racism?
In the first chapter I‘ll try to analyze the complexity of Race in American life from the point of
view of political, social and economic perspectives, an study the stereotypes that historically existed
towards the slavery and still exist towards the African Americans; I‘ll focus on the importance of
Abraham Lincoln‘s Emancipation Proclamation and the significance of African American church that
played crucial role in the advancement of black people.
In the second chapter I‘ll deal with the leadership factor for African American community;
analyze and differentiate leadership styles of the twentieth century African American lenders and
single out main trends that led to the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s and concentrate on civil
rights generation of blacks, as well as other blacks who proceeded Barack Obama, paving the way for
his acceptance, and won elections by straddling the racial line and foregrounding their first class
education and mainstream styles.
In this chapter I‘ll introduce my statistical survey analyses concerning African Americans and the
Institute of

presidency, slavery, Civil Rights Act of 1964, recognition test of famous African

Americans, conducted among the undergraduate students of the American Studies direction of the
International Black Sea University.
In chapter three I‘ll make an attempt to respond to such a vulnerable for Americans a question
as: whether the election of Obama pit an end to the racial problems in the United States? Which factors
played the decisive role in Obama‘s election?
I‘ll try to describe Obama as a new model of a black man as leader with his openness to whites,
blacks and other minorities; I‘ll touch upon his current activity in terms of his concentration on
Domestic policy and Foreign Policy strategy.
Keywords: African American, a\race, Obama, prejudice, leader.
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INTRODUCTION
The years since terrorists attacked the World Trade Center in 2001 have been turbulent
ones for the United States. The Presidency of George W. Bush will probably always be
associated with those disastrous events. The global war on terrorism initiated by the president,
the war in Afghanistan and the controversial war in Iraq, have intensely outlined the character of
world politics in the beginning of the new millennium.
The United States remains the world‘s transcendent power. During the period of the Cold
War, many analysts worried that the decline of the United States in the world image, would make
it more like an ―ordinary‖ country. However, today it‘s evident that the United States remains far
from conventional. It is the world‘s fourth-largest country in geographical size and the third in
population. It is supplied with vast natural resources, wealth, technology, overwhelming military
might – powerful among the domestic market economics of the Global North and throughout the
world. Americans and their leaders usually share the opinion that the United States is set aside
from others. According to the one historian, ―the nation was explicitly founded on particular sets
of values, and these made the United States view itself as different from the nations of the Old
World from which it originated‖ (McCormick, 1992). Since the United States is set apart and is
unique, its foreign policy is different from the policies of other states. The United States has
special responsibilities and obligations toward others, Georgia among them since the collapse of
the Soviet Union. It has been faithfully supporting Georgia‘s first post-soviet experiment with
democracy. As the United States Vice President Biden mentioned in his speech to Georgian
Parliament on July 23, 2009, in Tbilisi, Georgia: ―Georgia today is one of the highest per-capita
recipients of U.S. aid in the entire world. The United States fully supports Georgia‘s aspiration to
join NATO, supports the journey to a secure, free and democratic Georgia‖ (Biden, 2009). The
United States always had great impact on the Georgian people, even under the Soviet system;
especially today in the ―Information Era‖, the ―Age of Interdependence‖, and the ―Global
Village‖ Georgian people have many questions and concerns about the United States. They want
information and answers that will help them better understand various aspects of American life,
ranging from history, society and culture to economics and foreign policy. Therefore we believe
that Georgians, particularly students and the educated segment should know the history of our
strategic partner, specifically the prominent period of the Civil Rights movement, pre-miracle
period of 2008, when the first African American was elected president of the U.S.
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Actuality of Dissertation
Since the United States remains the world‘s super power and the main strategic partner of
Georgia, it is important for Georgians to be in the know of current state of affairs in the United
States, especially crucial is to have thorough information about the new leader and his new
strategies, that will undoubtedly have impact on the future of Georgia and everyday life of
Georgians as well.
Main Goal of Dissertation
Main goal of the dissertation is to make an attempt to find the answer to the question: Why
did American people elect the African American as their 44th president after so many racial
prejudices and turbulent two hundred and more years in terms of racism?

I‘ll

attempt

differentiate the leadership styles of those African Americans who paved the way

to

for the

election of Barack Obama.
Novelty of Dissertation
The topic of the dissertation is already novel, since the miracle happened in the United
States in 2008, and the American people transcending the racial prejudice elected the African
American- Barack Hussein Obama as the nation‘s 44th president first time in their history. Up till
now no dissertation has touched upon this question in Georgia, attempting to answer the question
what made the American people transcend their racial prejudices and elect an African American
President in 2008? It hasn‘t been explored what were the precursors of this election; or it has not
been studied the leadership role for the African American society in general and singled out and
differentiated the leadership role for the African American society in general and singled out and
differentiated the most significant Civil Rights leaders and their contribution; especially,
evaluating the prominent figures of the second half of the twentieth century, those who paved the
way for Obama‘s acceptance; Statistical survey analyses conducted among the International
Black Sea University students is of novel character as well; of crucial importance is studying the
new leadership style of a new model of a black President of the U.S. in terms of his new trends in
Domestic Policy and Foreign Policy strategy.
Problem Question
The main problem question is whether American people have transcended the problem of
racism by the election of Barack Obama.
Methodology
The mixed types of methods were applied while conducting the research: analytical and
statistical survey analyses through the interdisciplinary methodology combining culturology with
American History.
-2-

Practical Validity of Dissertation
The Statistical survey analyses conducted among the students of IBSU revealed that the
students of the American Studies Department need more information about the post-civil rights
movement period(1960-2000) in terms of conditions of African Americans and contributions of
African American leaders and prominent figures of this period. Thus, corresponding material
from the dissertation will be used in the junior courses: American History and American Culture
and Society of the undergraduate program of the American Studies direction at IBSU.
Structure of Dissertation
Thesis consists of an introduction, three chapters and conclusion. In the first chapter I‘ll try
to analyze the complexity of Race in American life from the point of view of political, social and
economic perspectives, and study the stereotypes that historically existed towards the slavery and
still exist towards the African Americans; I‘ll focus on the importance of Abraham Lincoln‘s
Emancipation Proclamation and the significance of African American church that played crucial
role in the advancement of black people.
In the second chapter I‘ll deal with the leadership factor for African American community;
analyze and differentiate leadership styles of the twentieth century African American leaders and
single out main trends that led to the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s and concentrate on
civil rights generation of blacks, as well as other blacks who proceeded Barack Obama, paving
the way for his acceptance, and won elections by straddling the racial line and foregrounding
their first class education and mainstream styles.
In this chapter I‘ll introduce my statistical survey analyses concerning African Americans
and the Institute of presidency, slavery, Civil Rights Act of 1964, recognition test of famous
African Americans, conducted among the undergraduate students of the American Studies
direction of the International Black Sea University.
In chapter three I‘ll make an attempt to respond to such a vulnerable for Americans a
question as: whether the election of Obama put an end to the racial problems in the United
States? Which factors played the decisive role in Obama‘s election?
I‘ll try to describe Obama as a new model of a black man as leader with his openness to
whites, blacks and other minorities; I‘ll touch upon his current activity in terms of his
concentration on Domestic policy and Foreign Policy strategy.
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CHAPTER 1. HISTORICAL ANALYSES OF THE COPLEXITY OF
RACE
An introduction of this chapter will reveal what triggered my interest for the issues of
African Americans. Next, I‘ll introduce an historical overview of Slavery before the
Emancipation Proclamation, commencing with the description of the Movements of Africans
Across the Atlantic; the English participation in the slave trade. Next I‘ll try to analyze the
perceptions English had after they encountered with Africans and what the concept of
―blackness‖ meant for Englishmen. Later I will describe the stereotypes that existed towards the
Africans in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries of America; Next I will give an historical
overview of African American Religion, and give brief description of the role church occupied in
the lives of African Americans; I will also try to explore the history of complexity of race in
American life; from the political, social and economic viewpoint, where I will illustrate Alexis
De Tocqueville ‗s ideas on these issues, mainly his attitude towards the amalgamation of blacks
and whites and move on to the description of exiting bonds, between his views and the
Primordialist‘s attitudes about race. Later I will concentrate on Abraham Lincoln Phenomenon,
particularly I will pay attention to his attitude towards slaves. Finally, I will provide the summery
of the chapter.
1.1. Introduction
―America is a place where different identities mix and allocate; an assemblage, a
multiplicity, constantly producing and reproducing new selves and transforming old ones and,
therefore, cannot claim to possess a single, closed identity with a specific set of values. Some
Americans, however, prefer the notion of identity to be hegemonic, fixed and clearly surrounded
by distinct boundaries and definitions. E.g. some would care to think of white, male and
heterosexual as the standard measure of ―Americaness‖, with a deep respect for flag and a strong
sense of regional identity, say to the South or to Louisiana or Boston‖ (Campbel&Kean,1998).
―E pluribus Unum‖- out of many one, is a more controversial slogan for America today, for
it suggests, on one level, the possibility of integration, of melting the parts into a whole, when in
fact the parts may insist on remaining distinct and un-melted. American identity is constructed
through a wide range of competing forces or ―heterogeneous dialogues‖, as parts of ―the
infinitely varied mutual contest of sameness and difference‖ (Smart 1993, p.149).
Barack Obama, Colin Powell, Condoleezza Rice, Oprah Winfrey, Michael Jackson,
Michael Jordan, Morgan Freeman, Will Smith, Denzel Washington, Stevie wonder, Dian
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Warwick, Miles Davis, Luis Armstrong, Quincy Jones, etc.(we can count endlessly). What do
these people have in common? –They are African Americans.
Today, in the 21st century United States has the President of African American descent. Is it
surprising? Michael Jordan is Basketball Icon. Michael Jackson- King of Pop. Miles Davisprominent Jazz musician, Oprah Winfrey- the most famous and the Richest TV host, Colin
Powell, Condoleezza Rice famous politicians, etc.. Are you surprised? As we can see we can not
imagine America without those people. For they are part of American Life along with their
contributions.
I‘ve always admired African Americans. Thinking of them as possessing some divine gift.
But I admired them for their talent as musicians, actors, and that‘s it. Having no indepth
knowledge of their history and their story in the United States. I saw what was above the surface,
not what was beneath it. Of course I‘ve heard about slavery, but…
One Georgian newspaper says, that an Oscar winning Hollywood Star Denzel Washington
has an old iron hook. On this hook they used to hang black people in the past. Mr. Washington
keeps this hook for luck. It serves him as a sort of reminder…
Usually America has been regarded as a Land of Opportunity, a land where dreams can
come true, a land of immigrants. People from different parts of the world moved there in order to
accomplish their goals, to have a better life. But what about the people who were brought there
by force? In other words, what about forced migration?
1.2. Historical Overview of Slavery before the Emancipation Proclamation.
1.2.1. The Movement of Africans across the Atlantic.
The movement of Africans across the Atlantic to the Americas was the largest forced
migration in the world history.
When the Atlantic nations of Europe began expanding overseas in the sixteenth century,
Portugal led the way to Africa and to the east while Spain founded a great empire in America.
During the rain of the Queen Elizabeth, Englishmen realized that overseas exploration and
plantation could bring home wealth, power, glory and information.
One of the goals of Portuguese expansion in the fifteenth century was access to the
profitable West African Trade in gold, wrought iron, ivory, tortoise shell, textiles, and slaves that
had previously been dominated by the Moors of northern Africa. By the mid-fifteenth century,
the Portuguese were shipping a thousand or more slaves per year from Africa.
In the fourteenth century Italian merchants imported the first cane sugar from the Middle
East and set up the first modern sugar plantations on the islands of the Mediterranean.
Consequently, the Use of Africans as slaves came to the Americas along with the spread of sugar
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production. Don‘t forget that, one of the first products Columbus introduced to the New World
was sugar cane. Sugar plantations were soon operating on the island of Hispaniola. Spanish used
African slaves a labor force. Meanwhile, Portuguese financed by Dutch, founded a center of
sugar production in north-east Brazil. Brazil was the model of the efficient and brutal
exploitation of African Labor.
In 1630, the Dutch seized Brazil and for more than twenty years took it under control. They
expanded European Market for sugar. They introduced the sugar cultivation in the tropics.
Barbados became the most valuable of England‘s colonies. In 1655 the English seized the island
of Jamaica from the Spanish and it became the part of Britain‘s eighteenth century empire.
French also developed sugar plantations on the Martinique island, then took possession of eastern
half of Hispaniola island from the Spanish and created a sugar colony - St. Domingue. Caribbean
sugar and slaves became the focal point of the European colonial system.
1.2.2. English Settlers and Slavery.
Extensive English Participation in the slave trade did not develop until the seventeenth
century. According to W. Jordan ―English contact with Africans did not take place primarily in
context which prejudged the Negroe as a slave, at least not as a slave of Englishmen. Rather,
Englishmen met Africans merely as another sort of men‖ (W. Jordan, 1981.p.4).
When English settled in America they did not have in mind to establish the Negroe slavery.
But soon the foundations had been laid. The first Africans arrived in Virginia in 1619. Between
1640 and 1660 there was the evidence of enslavement. By 1700, Africans were treated as
deserving a life and status which radically differed from English and other European settlers.
It is believed that English social forms were transplanted to America not simply because
they were nice but because without them the new settlements would have fallen apart and
English settlers would have become men of the forest, savage men devoid of civilization. It was
very important for them to know that they were Englishmen, that means that they were educated,
Christian, civilized and free.
In America land was abundant, with limited labor. New colonies needed a cash crop. Three
major systems of labor emerged: free labor which was present from the beginning.; chattel
slavery, and temporary servitude-indentured servitude. This arrangement permitted a lot of
English settlers to cross the Atlantic. This was linked to the development of chattel slavery in
America.
Lets examine more closely the factor of Indentured servitude. Indentured servants under the
contract served their, masters for a specified number of years (usually from 4-7) or until the age
of 21. The time of service was negotiable, the servant might be sold or conveyed from one master
-6-

to another up to the expiration of his indenture, afterwards he became a free man. It was his labor
which was owned not his person. Law regulated the relationship between servant and master. The
Master had to feed them, provide with clothes, refrain from abusing him and sometimes to
educate him.
What was the difference between a slave and servant? What was their social statues?
Slaves could be "servants," but servants should not be "slaves: First of all, the "slave's" loss
of freedom was complete. It was also thought of as a perpetual condition. While it had not yet
come invariably to mean lifetime labor, it was frequently thought in those terms. Compared to
servitude, it did not involve an exact term of years. Slavery was perpetual also in the sense that it
was often thought of as hereditary. These aspects were very important in America. Another
aspect- captivity differentiated slavery from servitude. As W. Jordan writes ‘Slavery was a power
relationship; servitude was a relationship of service‖ (ibid.p.32).

It is evident that if you think

of a slavery in terms of something as inseparable from the evil, as of someone treated like a
beast, as someone being heathen, then Negroes fitted in these perceptions.
Economic Necessities in America which called for some sort of controlled labor made
Africans slaves. By 1640 it was clear that English Settlers kept Negroes as hereditary slaves for
life.
In the New World, the service known as slavery developed in the Caribbean.
1.3. First English Encounterance with Africans. The Concept of Blackness for
Englishmen.
Crucial significance bears the fact, that when English confronted with Africans, they did
not realize that Africans were potentially subjects for a special kind of obedience and
subordination which was to arise as adventurous Englishmen sought to possess for themselves
and their children one of the most bountiful territories of the earth. ―When they came to plant
themselves in the New World, they were to find that they had not entirely left behind the spirit of
avarice and insubordination. Nor does it appear, in light of attitudes that developed during their
first two centuries in America, that they left behind all the impressions initially gathered of the
Negroe before he became pre-eminently the slave‖ (W. Jordan.1983,p.25).
―Negroes‖ looked very different: they were not Christians, the manner of living was
absolutely different. The most striking characteristic of African was his color. Every traveler
commented upon it; when describing Africans they frequently began with complexion and
afterwards moved on to manners, dress. This shock with Negroe‘s color probably was caused
with the suddenness of contact. One of the lightest-skinned of the earth‘s peoples suddenly came
face to face with one of the darkest.
-7-

We have to pay attention to the fact that, in England the concept of blackness was full
with intense meaning. As Jordan says‖ Long before they found that some men were black,
Englishmen found in the idea of blackness a way of expressing some of their ingrained values.
No other color except white conveyed so much emotional impact" (W. Jordan, 198,p.6).
According to the Oxford English Dictionary, before the sixteenth century, black was defined as
―deeply stained with dirt, dirty, malignant, having dark or deadly proposes… horrible,
wicked…‖Indicating disgrace, censure, liability to punishment. White was its direct opposite.
These colors connoted purity and filthiness, virginity and sin, virtue and baseness, beneficence
and evil, God and the devil‖ (ibid).
Englishmen had some different ideas concerning the Negroe‘s color. Some believed, that
the sun was to blame. People living on the Line were getting too much sun. But what about the
people who lived on the same Line America? They were not blackened. So this method did not
work. It was not logical.
Another group of people were certain that the Negroe‘s blackness was innate and that no
amount of cold was going to alter it. Some believed in God‘s curse on Ham.
Englishmen found blackness in human beings a peculiar and important point of difference.
The Negroe‘s color set him apart from Englishmen.
Even though the color of Negroes‘ was shocking for newcomers, their heathenism was not
surprising. For, Englishmen and Christians were acquainted with this concept. The important
factor is that the heathenism of Africans was a counter-image of their own religion and a
directive to eliminate an important distinction between the two people. Very important point of
English reaction to African heathenism was that they did not regard it (heathenism) as separable
from Negroes‘ other attributes, they linked it with blackness and savagery. Negroes were entirely
different from Englishmen…
According to Anthony Giddens ‖ religion is a central part of human experience, influencing
how we perceive and react to the environments in which we live‖ (Giddens 1993.p,452).
The heathen condition of Negroes had an impact on Englishmen‘s perception. For some
settlers it was also associated with the condition of slavery.
The English settlers distinguished themselves from Negroes by the term Christian, though
they also sometimes described themselves as English.
In the sixteenth century, the English mixed together religion and nationality; As Jordan
writes, ―the qualities of being English and Christian had become so inseparably blended that it
seemed perfectly consistent to the Virginia Assembly in 1670 to declare that "no Negroe or
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Indian though baptized and enjoyed their own Freedom shall be capable of any such purchase of
Christians, but yet not debarred from buying any of their own nation‖(W.Jordan.1981,p.51).
From the very beginning the term Christian represented the idea and feeling of ―we against
they. To be Christian was to be civilized rather than barbarous, English rather than African, white
rather than black‖ (ibid). This term proved to be elastic, for by the end of seventeenth century it
was used to define a slavery which lost any connection with clear religious difference. In 1705,
the Virginia code defined the term as a race than religion. Christianity became linked with
complexion, ‗"That all servants imported and brought into this country, by sea or land, who were
not Christians in their native country... shall be accounted and be slaves, and as such be here
bought and sold notwithstanding a conversion to Christianity afterwards‖( Virginia Slave Code
(1705).

Jordan argues that, by the end of the seventeenth century dark complexion

became an independent basis for enslavement.
1.4. Racism and Prejudice towards Blacks in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century
America.
According to G.Fredrickson ―The United States has been a genuinely racist society. …it has
treated blacks as if they were inherently inferior, and for sat least a century of its history this
pattern of rigid racial stratification was buttressed and strengthened by a widely accepted racist
ideology‖ (G. Fredrickson.1988.p.190). Historians believe that societal or implicit racism sprung
up very early, ―as an end result of pre-existing European attitude towards blacks. It is very
interesting to examine to what extent was America born racist as a result of pre-existing attitudes
and to what extent did it become so as a result of social, economic, and political developments
that took place well after the colonists‘ initial contact with Africans? ― (ibid.p.191).
First of all let‘s define the term racism: The American Heritage Dictionary defines racism
as Discrimination or prejudice based on race; the belief that race accounts for differences in
human character or ability and that a particular race is superior to others.
It is a well known fact that among Englishmen was some prejudice against blacks before
they came to North America. As we have discussed above, after the initial contact between
Englishmen and Africans, their blackness was associated with savagery, heathenism, and
―general failure to conform to European standards of civilization and property‖ (ibid). We‘ve
also talked about the conscious connotation of black color.; its association with evil was very
deeply rooted in western and Christian mythology. Satan was the Prince of Darkness, witchcraftblack magic. Carl Jung has claimed that the Negroe for European whites became a symbol of
unconscious itself- the shadow.
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Undoubtedly, in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries Englishmen were predisposed to
accept an unfavorable stereotype of black character (ibid). However, sociological investigations
and analyses suggest that ―it is quite possible for individuals to have a generalized notion about
members of other race or nationality that bears almost no relation to how they actually behave
when confronted with them‖ (E.Raab&S.Lipset,1962, pp.29-55).
G. Fredrickson notes that, the relations between whites and blacks in seventeenth century
America is a story of ―an evolution towards societal racism‖ (G.Fredrickson.1988, p. 193).
Historians have long been debating about which came the first in the southern colonies, slavery
or racial prejudice. Between 1619 and 1640s, blacks were brought as servants. Most of them
were freed after a their term of service. By 1640s it became evident, clear, that some blacks were
being held in servitude for life; there is an evidence that discriminatory practices set black
servants off from whites of similar status. When talking about seventeenth century British
colonies, we observe that In Virginia all immigrants were not regarded as slaves from the
beginning, however, the first blacks to arrive in the Massachusetts bay Colony in 1638 were
regarded as slaves. How can we explain this difference? On the one hand, slavery was not
sanctioned in England, but on the other hand it was not prohibited. Moreover, according to the
International law of seventeenth century slavery was legal and proper condition for people
captivated in the war, particularly if they were heathens. This served as a basis for countries like
Netherlands and Great Britain in the international slave trade. Consequently, when blacks arrived
in most colonies, they were seen as enslavable because of their origin. We come to the
conclusion that whites were not driven by intense racial prejudice. Although, it would be absurd
to contradict to the fact that the ethnic prejudice played a role in the degradation of blacks in
Virginia.
Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines ethnocentrism as ―characterized by or based on the
attitude that one's own group is superior‖. In other words it is the tendency to discriminate
against stranger, the alien, the physically different. This phenomenon is universal in group
contacts, therefore it is not unexpected that there were some of its examples in Virginia.
According to M. Harris ―the Negroes were not enslaved because the British colonists
specifically despised dark-skinned peoples and regarded them alone as property suited to slavery;
the Negroes came to the object of virulent prejudices because they alone could be enslaved‖
(M.Harris.1964,p.70). In Virginia the vulnerability of blacks, probably made them the logical
candidates for enslavement, even before there was any dependence on their labor. However,
earlier examples of strong prejudice are quite vague.
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Even though in 1662 Virginia had a law imposing a fine for interracial fornication, it did
not ban the interracial marriages until 1691, In Maryland a law banning interracial marriage
passed in 1664, it banned marriages between Negroe slaves and English women., however it says
nothing about marriages between whites and free blacks. The main reason of this act was to
avoid legal complication developing from such contacts.
In the seventeenth century Massachusetts free blacks had the same basic rights as whites
and were not victims of discrimination. According to Fredrickson ‖Even Slaves enjoyed a
semblance of equal rights before the law‖ (Fredrickson,1988,p.97). As for Virginia, the statues of
free blacks was undergoing a change that would end in quasi –freedom or lower caste status that
was characteristic of them in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Some slaves became free
after serving a specific term; some were free because of the tendency to regard black servitude as
similar to white indentured servitude. There were also ―manumitted‖ Negroes. And of course
there were mulatto children of white mothers, who were free at birth.
Before the eighteenth century, free blacks had almost no difficulty in acquiring property or
exercising an equal right to vote in Virginia. They were recognized members of the community.
Before 1670 they were even permitted to own white servants! Consequently, there are some
grounds for arguing that before the 1690s Virginia was not a racist society, regardless of the
existence of black servitude.
In 1690s, the situation started to change.: Intermarriage was against the law, the first
restriction were placed upon the manumission of slaves. After the act of 1723, free blacks were
deprived of their rights, including the right to vote. This transformation was simultaneous to the
transformation of Virginia into a slave plantation economy.
1.5. Historical Overview of African American Religion.
One of the central themes in the American history is the interaction between white and
black cultures, both in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries of America. ‖Of no area has this
been truer than religion. African American religion has been extremely important both for
American religious culture as a whole, and for the black community itself‖ (N.Cambell,
1997.p.116). Malcolm X used to say that ―the black man had been robbed by the white man of
his culture, of his identity, of his soul, of his self‖ (Malcolm X, 1980,p.263).
Enslaved People of African descent brought their traditions, language, a wide range of
religious beliefs and practices with them when they came to Americas. As Booker T.Washington
interestingly noted in his ‖Religious Life of the Negroe‖, the Negroe came to Americas with the
pagan idea of his African ancestors; he acquired under slavery a number of Christian ideas, and
at the present time he is slowly learning what those ideas mean in practical life‖
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(Washington,1905). In the religion of Native Africans there was no place of future reward or
punishment, no heaven and no hell. Consequently, the Negroe had little sense of sin. Washington
believed that,‖ slavery gave the Negroe race one great consolation, namely, the Christian
religion‖ (Washington, 1905).
However, W. E. B. DuBois, interestingly suggests that by the middle of the eighteenth
century the black slave occupied the lowest place in a new economic system, and ―nothing suited
his condition then better than the doctrines of passive submission embodies in the newly learned
Christianity‖ (DuBois, 1996.p.499). Realizing this fact, slave masters aided religious propaganda
within certain bounds. ―The long system of repression and degradation of the Negroe tended to
emphasize the elements of his character which made him a valuable chattel: courtesy became
humility, moral strength degenerated into submission, and the exquisite native appreciation of the
beautiful became an infinite capacity for dumb suffering‖(ibid.,p.500). Although at this stage it is
important to note that there is an another vision of the part played by the Christian religion in
black culture, which has underlined its significance in supporting the emergence of black identity
and self-worth. This may be traced back to the period of slavery before the Civil War.
In slave society, masters generally controlled their slaves' religious behavior. Christianity
was widely spread on the plantation, both because many masters supported missionary activity
but also because ‗slaves often converted voluntarily‖(Cambell&A.Kean.1997.p.116).
They worshiped under white supervision in services held by white ministers, and in the
same churches as their masters, however, they had separate seats.
Despite being controlled, slaves themselves formed their own unique religious beliefs and
practices, in a manner which made them possible to survive. While enslaved, African Americans
formed the feature which influenced black Christianity in the future. The way in which slaves
interconnected their African heritage and the evangelical practices they took from white society.
After the American Revolution, when northern states gradually started to abolish slavery,
differences emerged in the following years between the experiences of enslaved peoples and who
were relatively free.
When in 1810 the slave trade came to an end and with the increase of the slave population,
African people began the transmission of religious practices. In the southern states, in 1770s
slaves converted to evangelical religions (Methodist and Baptist faiths).In these denominations
the idea that all Christians were equal gave hope to newcomers. Clergy encouraged worship that
‗many Africans found to be similar to African worship patterns: singing, clapping, dancing and
even spirit –possession‖ (Maffly-Kipp,2005).
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In the slave lodgings, African Americans mixed African rhythms, singing, and beliefs with
evangelical Christianity. Here were developed the spirituals, with their double meanings of
religious salvations and freedom from slavery. ‖And here too, that black preachers, those who
believed that God had called them to speak his Word, polished intoned style of extemporaneous
preaching‖ (ibid.). Meanwhile, in the North, freed blacks were also drawn to the evangelical
Protestant churches, They also were encouraged by the racial equality. In 1790s, when migrants
from southern states settled in northern cities, some white evangelical leaders tried to control
their black members by seating them separately.
By 1816 the African Methodist Episcopal Church was founded. In 1821 the African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church came into existence. A third major black Methodist
denomination, the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church was founded after the Civil War.
(South). After emancipation, the freedmen withdrew from the white-dominated churches in
which they had been forced to worship before the Civil War, and created their own institutions.
Black evangelicalism set the dominant tone for African American religious life, and it is obvious,
in the efforts made by black Americans during the nineteenth century‘ to grapple with the
religious meaning of North American Space.
African American evangelicals agreed with European American evangelicals that the Bible
provided not only description of God‘s past dealings with the world, but also a set of clues for
deciphering the meaning of contemporary history. But they drew differently on a common stock
of biblical images. White Protestants often likened America to the Promised Land. Black
Protestants were more inclined to see it as Egypt, the land of their captivity—and to long for an
exodus. For a while, emancipation seemed their great deliverance. Just as God had afflicted the
Egyptians and brought the children of Israel safely through the Red Sea, so had God afflicted
white America with the Civil War and led an African-American chosen people through the
waters of war to the safe ground of freedom. But where then was the Promised Land?
Throughout the increasingly trying times of the late nineteenth century, black Protestants found
themselves hard-pressed to answer that question (A. Rabotea, 1999).
After the Civil War slavery was abolished. However, African Americans faced some
questions. Would their civil and political rights be respected? ―Would the former slave states of
the South be allowed to lock African Americans into second-class status-legally, politically, and
economically?‖ (ibid.).
Emancipation from slavery in 1863 was challenging for African Americans in the South,
because along with the organizing religious communities, they had to create new lives, families,
to find jobs, ―and to figure out what it would mean to live in the United States as citizens rather
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than property...A long history of antislavery and political activity among Northern black
Protestants had convinced them that they could play a major role in the adjustment of the four
million freed slaves to American life‖ (Maffly-Kipp,2005).
As a consequence, Northern black leaders such as Daniel A. Payne and Theophilus Gould
Steward established missions to their Southern counterparts, resulting in the active growth of
independent black churches in the Southern states between 1865 and 1900. Mostly white
denominations, such as the Presbyterian, Congregational, and Episcopal churches, also sponsored
missions, opened schools for freed slaves, and supported the general welfare of Southern blacks,
but the majority of African-Americans chose to join the independent black denominations
founded in the Northern states during the antebellum era. Finally, in 1894 black Baptists formed
the National Baptist Convention, an organization that is presently the largest black religious
organization in the United States.
As said before, when freedmen withdrew from white-dominated churches and formed their
religious institutions, black churches, they quickly occupied a central position in AfricanAmericans‘ lives. They became the chief social and cultural institutions which blacks made and
operated for themselves, and therefore were necessary in promoting a sense of communal
purpose. They provided the organizational structure for most activities of the community;
Economic, political, and educational as well as religious. At the same time, black churches gave
the opportunity of expression of individual faith ―in a manner which encouraged a sense of
identity, and confirmed God‘s role in their lives‖ (Cambell&.Kean,1997,p.117). Ministers were
not simply the preachers of the gospel, but played the roles of educators, community organizers
and political leaders.
The importance of black church is evident in the civil rights movement. Religion played a
central role, when civil rights activity developed across the South at a local level in the 1940s and
early 1950s, and then assumed national prominence with the Montgomery Bus Boycott, which
began in 1955. The black church provided potential leaders, ―preachers brought to the movement
a language which allowed them to link contemporary political struggles to the age-old efforts to
escape from captivity and reach the promised land‖ (ibid).
All the above said is true, if we stop our attention on Martin Luther King. Jr.- a chief
articulator of civil rights, who exposes the direct relationship between African American
religious struggle for racial and social justice in the United States of America. However, King
has been criticized a lot both within black community and from the white churches, who argued
that‘s his social activism threatened public order, and that there was a risk of dragging the church
into politics. Many individual black ministers did not wish to be socially active. Consequently,
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Martin Luther King Jr. decided that it would be more valuable to use new organizations like the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, which he helped to establish in 1957, to encourage
the black churches into social action.
King criticized those people in the white religious community who claimed that episodes
like the Montgomery Bus Boycott or the Birmingham Campaign of 1963 ―brought religion too
much into politics‖ (ibid.) Politicians were responsible for changes in political life, not churchmen. King in his Letter from Birmingham Jail disagreed and said that such a distinction was not
logical when men were facing evil. It was crucial for the blessed to inform the secular if God's
will was to be fulfilled. It was impossible for any society to accomplish everything written in
Bible. However, it was always vital that committed Christians try to achieve them. King
believed, that ―A just law is a man-made code that squares with the moral law or the law of God.
An unjust law is a code that is out of harmony with the moral law... Any law that uplifts human
personality is just, any law that degrades human personality is unjust (King. 1964.p.84).
The Jim Crow laws of the South were unfair and unjust since segregation made the soul
vague and hurt the personality. Using the German theologian Paul Tillich's argument that sin
meant division, King indicted segregation because it exemplified man's ―awful estrangement, his
terrible sinfulness‖ (Ibid.p.85). Through cooperation and contentment, civil disobedience would
revive the national conscience, and carry it back to ―the sacred heritage of our nation and the
eternal will of God‖ to all ―the best in the American dream‖.
Even though Christianity has played a crucial role for African Americans, it has been
challenged by the Islam. The influential factor for the popularity of Islam has been the point that
it was the original religion of Africans who were captured and enslaved.‖Whereas the black
Christian tradition has emphasized the role it played in giving African Americans a sense of
identity and purpose, the Muslim claim that theirs was the true faith has fitted well into the search
for African roots in other areas of black life‖ (Cambell&Kean,1997,p.119).
In 1960s, Malcolm X became the most important American spokesman for Islam. Malcolm
X was a member of the Nation of Islam, which is scorned by orthodox Muslims, because of its
unwillingness to believe that Muhammad himself was the last prophet. The Nation of Islam
believes that Elijah Muhammad(Elijah Poole) is the last prophet. However, for Malcolm X Islam
offered a way for the recovery of an individuality which had been taken away from him by white
Americans. Malcolm believed that, ―the black man‘s mind was destroyed, his identity was
destroyed too, ‘he has been made to hate his black skin, he has been made to hate the texture of
his hair, he has been made to hate the features that God gave him‖ (Malcolm X, 1980.p.263).
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From the recovery of their identity, African Mexicans had to reject the religion of slavery
and segregation, no matter how all-encompassing it was in the black community. In 1960s Islam
said no to the approaches of King on racial problems. Martin Luther King was for amalgamation
of races, racial problems. However, in the last years of his life, Malcolm X began to confess that
some form of collaboration between the subjugated of both the white and the black race was
possible. In his Autobiography, Malcolm X consistently shows the links between Christianity and
racism. After he broke with the National of Islam, Malcolm X visited Mecca.
The most recent demonstration of Islam in the United States has been increasing popularity
of Louis Farrakhan, also a member of the Nation of Islam.
Many African Americans like Muslims since there is the uniformity between their message
and the way they live their lives. Black Christianity, from this point of view, is diluted because of
compromising with white society, because of a shared dedication to similar religious beliefs and
practices. Members of Nation of Islam believed that the sympathies of the white Americans
outside the South towards Martin Luther King Jr. was that he did ' not straightly confront their
own involvement in an repressive system. Farrakhan on the contrary, constantly emphasizes two
of the most repulsive facts about modern American life. On the one hand, many African Americans resent the domineering character of white society, and on the other hand, many white
Americans fear of their black counterparts.
As Michael Battle, suggests, the Spiritual influence of African American religious practice
spread beyond the nation‘s shores; global leaders like Nelson Mandela and Archbishop Desmond
Tutu learned from Martin Luther King Jr. how to represent a loving, inclusive African and
Christian identity(M.Battle,2008,p.7).
In the end of this part, I would like to stress the fact that black church helped African
Americans endure the most severe forms of oppression and ―developed appeal for universal
communal spirituality. The black church didn‘t just theorize about democracy, it practiced
democracy‖ (ibid.).
1.6. The History of Complexity of Race in American Life; politically, socially and
economically. (Alexis De Tocqueville)
In 1831 Alexis De Tocqueville and Gustave de Beaumont, both French aristocrats, were
sent by the French government to study the American prison system. They arrived in New York
in May of that year, and spent nine months traveling around the United States, taking notes not
only on prisons, but on all aspects of American society, its economy and its unique political
system. After they returned to France in February 1832, the two men submitted their penal report,
and Beaumont wrote a novel about race relations in the United States. However, it was the work
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of Alexis De Tocqueville, ―Democracy in America‖ that gained popularity. This book has been
cited almost every day among the scholars, both receiving criticism and admiration.
His critics argue that ―Tocqueville‗s thesis of America has been most shaped by the
unusually free and egalitarian ideas and material conditions that prevailed at its founding –
captures important truths‖ (Smith, 1993,p.549). However, some scholars, like R.Smith try to
challenge that thesis by showing that its supporters fail ―to give due weight to inegalitarian
ideologies and conditions that have shaped the participants and the substance of American
politics just as deeply‖ (ibid.).
As said before, Tocqueville came to America to describe democracy, which he did, but ―an
absolute and immense democracy is not all that we find in America‖ (Tocqueville, 199,.p.331).
Three obviously distinct races, hostile to each other can be discovered on the territory of
American Union. Almost undefeatable barriers had been raised between them by education and
law, as well as by their origin and external characteristics. But they live together by destiny on
the same soil, where, in spite being mixed, they do not amalgamate, and each race lives
separately.
According to Tocqueville, the first race which attracts attention is superior in intelligence,
in power and in enjoyment‖is the white, or European‖ Afterwards come the Negroe and the
Indian. These two races were utterly different in their birth, language, features, habits ‗Their only
resemblance lies in their misfortunes. ―They occupy an equally inferior position in their country;
they suffer from tyranny‖ and ‗if their wrongs are not the same, they originate from the same
authors‖ (ibid.332) These races are treated like animals by Europeans; they are made submissive
and when he (European) cannot subdue, he destroys them. Oppressed Africans have no
privileges. Tocqueville, thinks that Negroe of the United States has ―lost even the remembrance
of his country; the language which his forefathers spoke is never heard around him; he abjured
their religion and forgot their customs when he ceased to belong to Africa, without acquiring any
claim to European privileges. However the Negroe is in the middle of two communities being,
isolated between two races; ―sold by the one, repulsed by the other‖ (ibid.).
―The Negroe, plunged in this abyss of evils, scarcely feels his own calamitous situation.
Violence made him a slave, and the habit of servitude gives him the thoughts and desires of a
slave; he admires his tyrants more than he hates them, and finds his joy and his pride in the
servile imitation of those who oppress him. His understanding is degraded to the level of his
soul‖ (ibid. 333).
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Furthermore he is purchased in the womb and is enslaved from the very birth. When given
freedom, the Negroe regards it as burden, because during the whole life he has learned to submit
to everything except reason, ―while servitude brutalizes him, liberty destroys!‖
The oppression has effected differently on Indians. Before encountering with whites, they
had a quite life; practicing ‗their virtues and vices common to savage nations‘. Europeans made
them suffer. Tocqueville notes that savage nations could be controlled by opinion and custom.
When the North American Indians changed their habits, Europeans‘ rendered them more
disorderly and less civilized than they were before‘. What is crucial here is that even though, the
Europeans had the power do destroy, they did not succeed in changing the Indians character and
consequently were not able to subdue them.
Tocqueville argues that, the Negroe without any success tries to insinuate himself among
men who repulse him, conforming to their tastes and adopting their opinions; hoping to become
part of their community. From the very childhood, he has been told that his race is inferior to the
whites, the Negroe is ashamed of his own nature, because in each feature he discovers an
evidence of slavery. The Indian is sure of his noble origin. He is happy with his savage life, for it
distinguishes his race. The North American Indian tenaciously keeps his opinions and habits.
―The Negroe, who earnestly desires to mingle his race with that of the European, cannot do
so; while the Indian, who might succeed to a certain extent, disdains to make the attempt. The
servility of the one dooms him slavery, the pride of the other to death‖(ibid). When the Indians
were the only inhabitants they did not have a lot of wants. They produced their arms, drank
water, were wearing the clothes made from the skins of animals. Newcomers in North America
introduced firearms, strong drinks, and iron.
The North American Indians refused to be civilized, they considered labor as a disgrace,
sometimes necessity proves the contrary. Southern tribes, like Cherokees and Creeks which
found themselves surrounded by Europeans, ―placed between civilization and death, found
themselves obliged to live ignominiously by labor like whites‖ (ibid.345). However, they
sacrificed only as much as was necessary.
Moreover, the Cherokees created a written language, established government and set up a
newspaper. Tocqueville interestingly notes, that European habits developed at the fast paced
among the Indians of mixed race. ―Deriving intelligence from the father‘s side without entirely
losing the savage customs of the mother, the half-blood forms the natural link between
civilization and barbarism‖ (ibid.).
The example of Cherokees shows that the Indians can be civilized, However, the difficulty
that the Indians find in accepting the civilization comes from a general cause. ―Generally,
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barbarous nations by their own efforts eventually civilized themselves Even though they derived
knowledge from foreigner, they ‗stood towards them in the relation of conquerors, and not of a
conquered nation‖(ibid.346).
Before the arrival of whites, the Indian was destitute without having a feeling of inferiority.
However, when the Indian wants to enter the social scale of the whites, he can occupy only the
lowest place in society, because ―he enters ignorant and poor within the pale of science and
wealth‖ (ibid). The savage is isolated among these people, not knowing properly their customs,
language and law, he cannot live without their help.
When the savages were endeavoring to civilize themselves, the Europeans continued to
surround them on every side and to confine them within narrower limits, gradually, these two
races met and they are in direct contact. Although the Indian is in a way superior to ―his
barbarous parent, he is still below his white neighbor‖. They were isolated in their own country,
while Europeans became dominant.
Even though, George Washington appealed his nation to treat the Indians with kindness and
generosity, this policy failed. Some states did not regard them as an independent people. The
Southern states took tyrannical measures, resulted in the entire exclusion of the Indians. The
possession of land played the crucial role here. Everything was done to force them to depart
through turning their lives into misery.
The government of the Union came to the decision to transport the native population of the
South to Arkansas. By the end of 1831, 10 000 Indians moved to Arkansas. However attitudes
among the Indians in the South was not unanimous. On the one hand, there were people who
were happy to leave the place, where they had been oppressed, on the other, there were people
who refused to abandon their houses and crops. The crucial point is here, that some Indians
realized that the proposed land was temporary, for they had no guarantee on its future possession.
Consequently, the tyranny of the states obliged the Indians to leave and the Union with promises
and resources, facilitated their withdrawal.
The calamities of the Indians appeared irremediable; to stay barbarous meant the retirement
by force; civilization meant suppression from more civilized community. They perish if they
continue to wander form waste to waste, and if they attempt to settle they still must
perish‖(ibid.354). The approach which has been chosen by Europeans was not right. The Indians
refused to change their habits as long as they were left alone, and it was too late to make any
changes when finally they were forced to submit.
Americans calmly, legally, philanthropically, without shedding a blood, ‗without violating
a single great principle of morality in the eyes of the world‖ (ibid) deprived the Indian race of its
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rights. Indians would have perished in the same isolated condition in which they used to live, but
in case of the Negroes the picture was different. Their fate, destiny was interwoven with the
Europeans. They were fastened without merging.
Slavery was a great threat for the Union. Even though Christianity suppressed slavery, it
was re-established in the sixteenth century ‗as an exception to their social system, and restricted
to one of the races of mankind‖ (ibid. 357).
1.6.1. Differences between Modern and Ancient Slaves.
Consequences of slavery of course were different in antiquity and in modern time. Among
the ancients the slave belonged to the same race as his master, often being superior in education.
The only difference between them was freedom; and when freedom was awarded, they were
easily confounded together. ―There exists a natural prejudice that prompts men to despise
whoever has been their inferior even after he has become their equal‖ (ibid.). The factual
inequality that is caused by fortune or by law is always followed by an imaginary inequality that
is fixed in the manners of the people. Among the ancients when the slave was given freedom it
was impossible to distinguish him from his master.
Among the ancients the most difficult thing was to alter the law, among the moderns it is
difficult to alter the customs. Among the moderns the slavery is connected with color. ―the
tradition of slavery dishonors the race, and the peculiarity of the race perpetuates the tradition of
slavery‖(ibid.,358). It is well known fact that Africans are involuntary emigrants in the New
World. All blacks were either slaves or freedmen. As a consequence the Negroe passes on the
everlasting mark of his disgrace to all his descendants. Though the law may abolish slavery, God
alone can destroy the traces of its existence.
The core difference between the ancient and modern slaves lies in the fact, that modern
slave differs from his master in origin. Even free, he will be an alien. After the abolition of
slavery, people had three prejudices to overcome: the prejudice of the master, the prejudice of the
race and the prejudice of color.
1.6.2. Analyses of Living Conditions of Africans in Seventeenth Century America.
Tocqueville thought that the amalgamation of Europeans with Negroes was not possible in
the future. For where the whites have been the most powerful they held the black people in
slavery, but where the blacks possessed some strength, they destroyed whites. ―this has been the
only balance that has ever taken place between the two races‖ (ibid.359).
Even though on some territories of the United States the legal barriers separating these two
races were disappearing, the prejudice was immovable. In states which abolished slavery, the
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prejudice against blacks was stronger than in those where it existed. Furthermore, the states
where slavery has never existed were the most intolerant.
In the North, in spite of legal permission of marriages between blacks and whites, they were
stigmatized. Even though the suffrage was granted, in case of voting the blacks found themselves
in danger. In case of oppression, they had only white judges; segregation in schools, in medical
sphere, in religion. All these flourished on the territories where the slavery has been abolished.
In the South the picture was different. Even though they had harsher laws, the people were
more tolerant. The whites agreed to intermix with them to a certain level. In the South the slave
owner was afraid to raise his slave to his own standing, for he is well aware that at any time he
can reduce him to the ‗dust at pleasure. In the North the whites feared that one day they should be
confounded with the blacks. It seemed that, with emancipation the prejudice against the blacks
increases.
The abolition of slavery was beneficial not to the Negroes but to the whites. Originated in
the South the slavery spread from one settlement to another, however the number of blacks was
limited in New England.
After the century passed from the foundation of the colonies, the planters noticed that
provinces which were relatively destitute of slaves more rapidly prospered and flourished, and
increased in population than those provinces with many salves. This pattern did not change with
the time.
Tocqueville interestingly notes, that the law of inheritance always existed among the causes
of changes in human institutions. When the law of primogeniture adopted in the South, each
family was represented by a wealthy individual, who had no need to work. The other members of
his family, were excluded by law from sharing the common inheritance. Their wealth was
permanent and leisure was hereditary. As there was no one else to work, the Negroe slaves and
laborers without any conflict started to perform every day duties.
However, when the law of primogeniture was abolished the wealth of aristocrats began to
reduce. And labor became necessary for existence. The class of free laborer has been created.
Once the competition commenced between the free laborer and the slaver, the weakness of the
latter became evident and ―slavery was attacked in its fundamental principle, which is the interest
of master‖ (ibid. 367). Despite abolishing slavery, the Americans did not free them.
In 1788, the New York state banned the sale of slaves. It was an indirect method of
prohibiting their importation. From that time to increase the number of blacks was possible not
according to the proportion of the natural increase of the population. However, in 1796 it was
enacted that all children who were born from slave parents after the fourth of July, 1799 were
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free. In this case it was impossible to increase the number of blacks, and slavery ―might be said
abolished‖.
So when the Northern states prohibited the slave importation, none of them were brought
from the South. As the sale of slaves was not allowed, the master was not able to get rid of his
slave, except transporting him to the South. When in the Northern states the law declared that
―the son of the slave should be born free‖ the slave lost his market value. The same law
prevented the slaves from the South coming North and ―drives those of the North to the
South‖(ibid.).
However, there was another stronger reason: The demand for free hands increased while
the number of slaves decreased. When the free hands were performing labor, the slave labor
turned less productive. Consequently, he (slave) turned out to be useless possession. In the South,
the competition between the free labor and the slave did not exist, therefore slaves were imported
to the South. This meant that, the abolition of slavery did not mean freedom for slave, rather he
was passed on from one hand to another, from the North to the South.
Emancipated blacks and those who were born after the abolition did not migrate from the
North to the South. They remained half civilized and deprived of their rights, surrounded by
intolerant people. Most of them died and rest in groups moved to the bigger towns, performed
degrading work and led miserable and unsafe existence.
The white population grew by its natural increase and at the same time by the extreme
number of immigrants, whereas the blacks population received no immigrants and was declining.
The proportion that existed between the two races soon inverted.
In the South, the difficultly of abolishing the slavery was caused by several physical
factors: the climate. Europeans were not able to work in tropics. Tobacco, cotton, and sugar-cane
were solely grown in the South. Their cultivation demanded constant attention and care. For the
reason that the slaves were not able to wait till they were hired and managed to survive by their
own labor, and in case they were needed, it was far more convenient to buy them. There was
another stronger cause against abolishing the slavery in the South: the black population. ―How
should it rid its territory of the black population?‖ In these states there were no white laborers.
The number of blacks increased daily, since they were transferred from those parts were slavery
was abolished.
In 1830 the proportion of the black population to the whites was the following: ―in
Massachusetts, one in one hundred; in New York, two in one hundred; in Pennsylvania, three in
the same number; in Maryland, thirty-four; in Virginia, forty-two; and lastly, in South Carolina,
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fifty-five per cent of the inhabitants are black. …this proportion is perpetually changing, as it
constantly decreases in the North and augments in the South‖(ibid.68).
When the Northern states abolished the slavery, the Negroees were gradually introduced
into society, by ―keeping the present generation in chains and setting their descendants free‖. The
men who threatened their freedom were enslaved, and emancipated blacks had a chance to learn
―the art of being free before they become their own master‖. (ibid.)
This method was not applicable in the Southern states, because in case of enfranchising the
children of their slaves, they had to extend the same privilege, advantage to the whole black
population (two million men).
In the North a double migration developed upon the abolition of slavery, or even preceded
the abolition in specific cases: slaves left the North to be transported to the South ; and their place
was occupied by the white s of the Northern States, as well as the immigrants from Europe. In the
South there was a different picture; it was impossible to remove the great number of slaves from
the country, besides the Europeans and Northerners were afraid to live in places where labor was
not ―reinstated in its original honors‖.
Taking all these differences into consideration, Tocqueville believed that ―a great people of
free Negroes would exist in the heart of a white nation of equal size‖.
The descendants of the Europeans were the exclusive owners of the land and the masters of
labor, possessing wealth, arms and knowledge. While blacks had no advantages, still salves could
manage to survive.
Enslaved Negroe made it possible to keep him in the condition that was appropriate for
beasts. With freedom, the slave will naturally ―cannot but acquire a degree of instruction that will
enable him to appreciate his misfortunes and to detect a remedy for them‖ (ibid..370-371).
Injustices and inequalities which exist within the same class have stronger impact on
people, than those which may be noted between different classes. One can understand slavery,
but how allow several millions of citizens to exist under a weight of everlasting disgrace and
hereditary misery? The Northern freed Negroes underwent through those adversities and
humiliation, but their numbers and powers were small, whilst in the South it would have been
numerous and strong.
1.6.3. Tocqueville’s View on Amalgamation of Blacks and Whites.
As said before Tocqueville did not believe that the backs and whites could ever live
together in America. In other countries, an isolated individual was able to overcome the
prejudices of his country or race. A despot who should subject the Americans and their former
slaves to the same yoke might perhaps succeed in commingling their races; but as long as the
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American democracy remains at the head of affairs, no one will undertake so difficult a task; and
it may be foreseen that the freer the white population of the United States becomes, the more
isolated will it remain (ibid.374).
Tocqueville argued that the mixed race was a true bond of union between Europeans and
the Indians. In case of mulattoes it was the same, for they were true means of transition between
the white and the Negroe. In places, where the number of mulattoes were abound, the
intermixture of the two races was possible. In some parts of America it was almost impossible to
meet with a man who was completely black or completely white; ―when they have arrived at this
point, the two races may really be said to be combined, or, rather, to have been absorbed in a
third race, which is connected with both without being identical with either‖ (ibid).
Compare to other Europeans, the English almost never mixed with the blacks. There were
more mulattoes in the South than in the North, but they were definitely fewer than in any another
European colony. ―….and when quarrels originating in differences of color take place, they
generally side with the whites, just as the lackeys of the great in Europe assume the
contemptuous airs of nobility towards the lower orders‖ (ibid.).
To be proud of his origin was natural for English. Likewise, The white citizen of the
United states was proud of his race and of his origin. The whites in the North did not intermingle
with the blacks. The American from the South forever was placed between the white men. As
Tocqueville believed, two passions kept the Southerner distant from the Negroes‘ fear of being
assimilated with the former slaves and the dread of thinking below the whites, their neighbors.
Americans were constantly worried about the inevitable threat of conflict between the white
and the black inhabitants of the South. It was the regular topic of conversation in the North, but
the Southerners did not wish to talk about this issue.
Some Americans formed the Society for the Colonization of Blacks. This society aimed at
its own expense to export free Negroes to the coast of Guinea.
In 1820 this society formed a settlement in Africa, in Liberia. According to Tocqueville,
there were collected 2500 Negroes. These people introduced an American democracy into their
forefathers‘ country. Consequently, Liberia had a government, Negroe jurymen, and Negroe
priests churches have been built, newspapers established, and, by a singular turn in the
vicissitudes of the world, white men are prohibited from establishing themselves within the
settlement. (ibid.377).
It seems that Tocqueville found this idea attractive, fruitful, because the barbarous Africans
had learnt civilization in the midst of oppression and had become aware of free political
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institutions in slavery! However, he believed that the Negroe race would never leave the shores
of the American continent and would never vanish from the New World.
The South had two choices; the first one was the emancipation and intermingling.; the
second choice was keeping the slaves as long as possible in isolation. The Southerners did not
wish to blend with the blacks, therefore they refused to emancipate them.
Even though it was impossible to make any prediction about period of intermingling
between the Southerners and the Negroes, it was obvious that the slavery would not last long in
the South.
1.6.4. The Critical Race Theory Movement and Alexis De Tocqueville.
According to Alvin Tillery, ―there is some relation between Tocqueville‘s views on race
and race relations and the core hypothesizes of the critical race theory movement‖ (Tillery, 2009.
p.639). It is very important to identify that the scholars‘ analyses of Tocqueville‘s Democracy of
America which were published between 1900 and 1960 do not mention his commentaries on
race. Scholars started to show interest concerning Tocqueville‘s views on race and race relations
during the civil rights movement era. They agree that Tocqueville‘s analyses have at least two
serious weaknesses. First is that, even though he witnessed the depths of racial inequality, he still
supported the American experiment, and this made most of the scholars think that Tocqueville
did not take hold of the importance of this gap in American society and politics (Stokes
1990;Smith 1993, 1997; Reinhardt 1997; Welch 2001;Wolin 2001;Nimtz 2003;)
The critical race theory movement appeared in the late 1970s. Theorists have distinct views
on race relations and democratic politics in America. The most famous idea is that ―whites‘
strong desire to shore up and protect their privileged position has been an ordering principal of
American political development since the framing of the U.S. Constitution‖ (Tillery,
2009.p.640).
The first similarity between Tocqueville views on race relations and critical race theorists‘
views is, that he believed that social relations and the law were the cause of racial differences.
Second similarity is that Tocqueville thought that white privilege was prevalent, endemic in
American culture and ―that both the laws and outcomes in democratic politics are functions of
this social reality‖. The third similarity is that, Tocqueville thought that the American race
system caused harmful externalities for whites. As a final point, his thoughts about manumission
laws show that ―he developed a nascent conception of the interest convergence theory (ibid).
Tillery argues, that Tocqueville‘s ideas about racial amalgamation in the Jacksonian era are
similar to the critical race theorists‘ ―Racial Realism‖ viewpoint, is based on the perception that
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―white privilege and racism are so entrenched in American ―mores‖ that genuine reform will be
impossible without a complete dismantling of the system‖ (ibid.).
Primordialists believe that the race is an undeniable scientific reality. They consider that
the genetic, gross characteristics –skin color, hair texture, etc..- indicate significant differences
between groups in terms of intellect, physical ability, and temperament.
Critical race theorists agree to regard the race ―as a social construct (Chang, 2002.p.87).
In 1960s, when more attention was paid to the Tocqueville‘s ideas on race relations, many
scholars came to the view that he had primordialist ideas on the nature of racial differences (Resh
1963; Schneck 1989;Nimtz 2003). ―His face appears hideous to us, his intelligence limited, and
his tastes law; we almost take him for some being intermediate between beast and man‖ (Tillery,
2009.p.641.).
This is how Tocqueville referred to black Americans. However, Tocqueville‘s writings
from other perspectives distinctively rejected the primordialist theories of racial difference. This
theories played a dominant role in white intellectual circles in the middle of the nineteenth
century. If we look through Tocqueville‘s correspondence with Joseph Arthur de Gobineau, we
will be able to see, notice his clear opposition to ―naturalistic conceptions of racial difference‖
(ibid.641). Fredrickson called Gobineau ―the Father of European racism‖ (ibid.). Gobineau
believed that the distinct phenotypes proved the existence of ―separate human origins‖. It was his
core argument when talking about white superiority over other races ( ibid.642).
As Tillery writes, Tocqueville had a correspondence with Gobineau after returning from
America, so most presumably he developed ―his antiprimoridalist streak‖ when being in France.
However, Dresher (1968) argues that the tendency to regard the race from a social perspective
was developed before the revolution‖ (ibid.).
Alexis de Tocqueville‘s faith in the social construction thesis distinguished him from other
white commentators on the issues of racial difference in the nineteenth century.

Tillery regards

Tocqueville as a founder of the modern perspective on racial difference.
As a conclusion, I don‘t hesitate to agree that Alexis De Tocqueville was indeed an
individual with a brilliant mind. A person whose thoughts and analyses served as the foundation
of modern views on racial relations. Even though his ideas are analyzed and interpreted
differently, I strongly believe that there is no doubt about his exceptional talent and important,
vital role not only in political science of America, but in philosophical history as well.
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1.7. Abraham Lincoln Phenomenon.
Abraham Lincoln - Who was this man? Was he a racist? Brilliant mind? Murderer? There
are a lot of controversies when speaking about this man? What place does he occupy in national
consciousness?
We can debate over these questions endlessly. However I will try to formulate some
thoughts and attitudes towards this exceptional person.
Don Fehrenbacher interestingly notes that, during the presidential campaign Hebert Hoover
took special care in order to be associated with Abraham Lincoln., but so did his opponent
Franklin D. Roosevelt. During his campaign both men visited his tomb. It was a ceremonial visit.
I strongly believe that this fact speaks for itself. ―By the 1930s, ―getting right with Lincoln‖ in
this manner had become an almost universal custom among public figures. Not only Republicans
and Democrats, but also Communists, Socialists, and Prohibitionists, business executives and
labor leaders, black Americans and members of the Ku Klux Klan - all seemed to want him on
their side‖(Fehrenbacher,2010).
Eric Funer says ―the Lincoln we should remember is the politician whose greatness lay in
his capacity for growth‖ (Funer, 2009).
Some scholars believe that, Lincoln does not deserve to call him the ―Great Emancipator‖
(Lighter, 1982).
During the Civil War there were three main causes of hostility to Lincoln: enemies, these
were the members of the Confederacy and part of the Southern Border states population; the
political opposition consisting of Northern and Border states Democrats, including quite a
number of Whigs as well. And antislavery radicals.
Southerners blamed him for the commencement of the war, he was ―a military conqueror‖
For Confederates Lincoln was "tyrant," a "fiend," and a "monster" mostly, because of the
emancipation, ―which they viewed as an incitement of slaves to rebellion and wholesale murder‖
(Fehrenbacher, 2009).
During the Civil War, in his letter to Horace Greeley, Lincoln Wrote
―My paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, and is not either to save or
destroy slavery. If I could save the Union without freeing any slave I would do it; and if I could
save it by freeing all the slaves I would do it; and if I could save it by freeing some and leaving
others alone I would also do that‖ (Friedmen, 2008).
In the 1880s, Frederick Douglass said that Lincoln ―was unprejudiced against the color. ‖
On the other hand, in 1876 during the Lincoln‘s monument presentation. Douglass argued that
Lincoln was a white man, in his interests, in his habits of thought, and his prejudices. ―He was
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preeminently the white man‘s President entirely devoted to the welfare of white men... ―
(Fredrickson, 1989.p.54).
What did Lincoln think about slavery? In 1837 Lincoln and other member of the Illinois
state legislature protested for the confirmation of the previously approved resolution condemning
abolitionism. The reason was that in the original resolution it was not clearly defined, indicated,
stated that slavery was an evil, which was established on injustice and bad policy.
In 1841, Lincoln privately talked about his impression of slaves met on an Ohio riverboat.
He was surprised by the visible happiness of the slaves, rather than by their misery.
Until 1850s Lincoln did not discuss openly the phenomenon of racial prejudice. In 1842 he
followed the traditional view that ―firmly established public opinion on any question must be
respected, because it was providential and would therefore change only in God‘s good time‖
(ibid.59).
Fredrickson argues that ―if opposition to black equality constituted a strong and general
conviction of the white community, Lincoln would be prepared to accept it as a fact of life, not
readily altered even if morally wrong‖(ibid.).
Following the passage of the Kansas Nebraska Act in 1854, Lincoln turned into known as a
spokesman for free soil principles. Before his presidency, Lincoln‘s speeches and his racial
philosophy consisted of moral opposition to slavery, acceptance of the moral humanity of blacks
and ―a conservative position on the prospects for racial equality in the United States‖. In order to
understand these views, it must be admitted that after 1854, there were no efforts to nationalize
slavery along with a flood of racist propaganda.
Racism based on the concept of genetic inferiority, was to downgrade blacks to the status of
animals; Douglas and the supporters of popular sovereignty used racism to demonstrate that
democracy and the Declaration of Independence was only for whites; and some Republicans use
racism to represent the ―containment of slavery as the penning up of a radically inferior black
population‖ (ibid.60). All of these would seem to imply that differences in racial philosophy are
not relevant to the ideological origins of the Civil War. Undoubtedly there was a conflict of
sectional interests and possibly an irrepressible conflict among the societies with different values.
The degree, emphasis and application of racism was inseparable from the conflict of interests. On
the one hand, there were Republicans who competed, challenged the Democrats and the
southerners in their racism, on the other hand, there were some Republicans who virtually agreed
with the radical abolitionist principle of racial equality. Yet, there were ex-Whigs, representing
its basic position in the 1850s, with holding a middle ground on questions of antislavery policy
and supporting a moderate racial philosophy. Even though, these people tried to defy the extreme
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racism, they carefully avoided ―what they regarded as the dangerous racial utopianism of the
abolitionists‖ (ibid.63).
Undoubtedly, Don E. Fehrenbacher convincingly proved that Lincoln did not support the
extension of slavery on moral, economic, and social grounds. Nevertheless, Lincoln‘s racial
statements need some analyses.
Until his senatorial campaign of 1858, Lincoln kept away from the question of innate
biological differences between the races. In his Illinois campaign against Stephen Douglass,
(1958), he spoke differently appealing to people for putting aside the question whether one race
was inferior to another. He expressed his strong belief that all men are created equal.
nevertheless, two months later, Lincoln told his listeners, audience:
―I will say, then, that I am not, nor ever have been, in favor of bringing about in any way
the social and political equality of the white and black races; that I am not, nor ever been, in
favor of making voters or jurors of Negroes, nor of qualifying them to hold office, nor to
intermarry with white people... And inasmuch as they cannot so live, white they do remain
together must be the position of superior and inferior, and I much as any other man am in favor
of having the superior position assigned to the white race‖ (Zinn, 1999, p.188).
As Zinn argues, Lincoln completely combined the needs of business, the political ambition
of the Republican party and the rhetoric of humanitarism. Even though he did not keep the
abolition of slavery as a top priority, but it was kept close enough to the top in case it needed to
be pushed there for the short term by abolitionist pressures and by practical political advantage.
Lincoln was able to blend the interests of the very rich and the interests of the black at a moment
in history when these interests met (ibid.186). During his senatorial campaign, Lincoln replied to
Douglass at Ottawa, that to his judgment a physical difference between two races would forever
forbid their equal living. Lincoln tried to refute the Douglas‘s early argument, when he argued
that the Declaration of Independence was not entitling the Negroe to equality. Lincoln argued
that even though he agreed with Douglass that the Negroe was not his equal in many respectscolor, in moral, intellect ―but in the rights to eat the bread without the leave of anybody else,
which his own hand earns, he is my equal and the equal of Judge Douglass, and the equal of
every living man‖ (Fredrickson, 1988,p.61). According to Fredrickson, Lincoln separated the
basic human equality confirmed by the Declaration of Independence and denied by slavery and a
social or political equality that might legally be suspended on racial grounds.
Fredrickson believes that Lincoln was unconfident about the question of intellectual and
moral distinction between whites and blacks. All of these meant relatively liberal position, in the
situation when the dogmatic assertions of innate inferiority were seen and heard all around.
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Lincoln was only willing to admit explicitly the white superiority of color. Some of the most
radical republicans were ready do admit the possibility of innate white superiority. Winthrop
Jordan‘s analyses of racial attitudes in early America makes difficult not to admit that ―AntiNegroe feelings, actions at least partially come from a color complex deeply embedded in
western culture- a tendency, inclination that can become strong racial prejudice when connected
with the social fears and economic interests‖. It must be stated that Lincoln believed that
colonization was the only solution to the race problem, since white prejudices made racial
equality impossible in the United States. In 1852 he made public comments on this issue. In 1854
in his Peoria speech he argued that emancipation accompanied by colonization was the only,
single realistic way of getting rid of slavery. In 1857, during his Springfield speech he more
openly promoted the idea of colonization. However, Lincoln did not underline this idea during
his senatorial campaign against Douglas in 1858.
Most Northern blacks, as well as white abolitionists opposed the idea of Colonization. As
Foner argues ―they (abolitionists) offered an alternative vision of America as a biracial society of
equals. Through the attack on colonization, the modern idea of equality as something that knows
no racial boundaries was born ―(Foner, 2009). At the time of his election as president, however,
Lincoln shared the idea of Northerners ―who were willing to go to war over slavery's expansion
yet thought of America as essentially a country for white people‖(ibid.).
While supporting gradual emancipation for slaves, the Emancipation Proclamation was
obviously different from Lincoln‘s previous ideas on slavery.
First of all it was immediate emancipation. Without making any reference to colonization.
The focal point is that this document authorized the enrolment of black soldiers into the Union
Army. Consequently, around 200,000 black men in the last two years of the war fought for the
Union. ―Putting black men into the military implied a very different vision of their future place in
American society than earlier plans for settling freed slaves overseas‖(ibid.) .
Funer interestingly notes that, when Lincoln did not mention colonization in this document,
he in a way launched the process of Reconstruction-―the remaking of Southern society, politics
and race relations‖ In the last years of war Lincoln thought about the question concerning the role
of freed slaves in the American society.
Equality was desirable not only politically or economically, but psychologically and from
―a religious standpoint‖ as well. As Woodward interestingly suggests, it was essential for
abolitionists to accomplish their purposes. Their struggle against slavery rested on the proposal
that it was a ―sin‖. Sin had to be expiated and the ―sinner purified‖ (Woodward, 1993,p.72).
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Here it is crucial to recognize that without the war having being converted into morale
struggle, the radicals would have never achieved the formal commitment to equality.
The association, tie between the equality and freedom as an aim was carried by the
antislavery Congressmen into framing, creating, forming the Thirteenth Amendment. The
evidence of congressmen aiming as the emancipation as well as to equality is seen in the debates
over this question in Senate (1864 spring) and in the House of Representatives, January 1865. As
supporters declared, the Amendment was designed to accomplish the abolition of slavery and the
political, social Elevation of Negroes to all rights of white men. The equal protection of laws,
guarantee against deprivation of life, liberty and property for Negroes. The main aspect for the
objection, opposition of this amendment was the aim of equability. The opponents argued that
amendment would turn Negroes into their equals before the law.
However the radicals did not abandon the strife towards equality. They did their best, or
tried to make equality as law of the land. The Civil Rights Act of 1866 guaranteed Negroes full
benefit of all laws and proceedings for security of person and property, as is enjoyed by white
citizens‖ (The Civil Rights Act of 1866). When the questions arose concerning its
constitutionality, the most provisions were enacted into the Fourteenth Amendment. The
Fifteenth Amendment protected the Negroe franchise. Finally, the Civil rights Act of 1875 stated
―all persons within the jurisdiction of the United States shall be entitled to the full and
equal enjoyment of the accommodations, advantages, facilities, and privileges of inns, public
conveyances on land or water, theatres, and other places of public amusement, subject only to
the conditions and limitations established by law and applicable alike to citizens of every race
and color, regardless of any previous condition of servitude‖ (The Civil Rights Act of 1875).
No discussion about Lincoln would be complete without the mentioning of his famous
Gettysburg Address (November 19, 1863, Pennsylvania.). A speech that lasted only for two
minutes, is one of the most famous and one of the most quoted speeches in the world. The speech
was delivered at the Soldiers' National Cemetery. ―It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the
great task remaining before us… that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that
cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion … that we here highly resolve that
these dead shall not have died in vain … that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of
freedom … and that government of the people … by the people … for the people … shall not
perish from the earth‖(Gettysburg Address, 1863). In this brilliant speech, Lincoln, appealed that.
it was a focal point for America; It was a time to prove that the Nation which was founded on
equality and freedom, would not fail to realize its‘ ideals. In a way, he gave different perspectives
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on the war- it was the war for freedom. This particular speech provided a source form much of
the future political thoughts.
It must be understood that Lincoln first of all was a politician, which automatically means
to have broader views on certain subjects in order to serve the countries‘ interests. Compromises
are necessary. Rapid changes might not lead to desirable results. However, gradualism would
play a crucially negative role for African-Americans in their struggle for equality in the twentieth
century.
William Lee Miller in his speech ―A New Birth of Freedom‖ compared and contrasted the
inaugurations of Abraham Lincoln and Barack Obama. He believes that the focal issues for both
presidencies are issues of racial equality.
During his campaign, Barack Obama declared that the presidency of Lincoln ‖in so many
ways made my own story possible‖. This statement was made on Lincoln‘s 200th birthday on
February 12, 2009, in Springfield. Here he quoted what Lincoln wrote in 1854, on a little piece of
paper: ―The legitimate object of government is to do for the people what needs to be done, but
which they cannot, by individual effort, do at all, or do so well, by themselves‖.
Miller thinks that when setting a tone for his stimulus package, Obama used Lincoln‘s
words in order to argue another ―newness in our concept of individual freedom: that it does not
conflict with common purpose carried out by governmental action but indeed requires such
purpose and such action in order to complete ― (Miller, 2009)
Lucas E. Morel in his lecture, Lincoln on Race, Equality, and the Spirit of ‘76, notes that,
―the declaration of Independence taught Lincoln that slavery was an incorrect political practice,
whereas the liberty was right for all human beings‖ (Morel, 2009).
1.8. Conclusion
In order to conclude this chapter I can say that the long stride for freedom and equality of
African American people was not simple. These people, who were brought to the country by
force and who were prejudiced and enslaved simply because of their skin color, managed to
survive. Even though Tocqueville did not believe in the possibility of the assimilation of white
and black, African Americans proved the contrary. It is evident that Abraham Lincoln, with his
Emancipation Proclamation, played significant role towards the advancement of black people.
Though post-Proclamation period, broke many promises and brought huge disappointments,
African Americans did not give up.
I believe that the religion, particularly church, played a crucial role in their survival. Since,
it was the place which gained the socially significant status in the lives of African Americans.
Apart from providing the religious services, people freely interacted with each other. It was the
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best place of self-realization. It was the church which provided them with powerful leaders, who
were responsible for landmark changes in the lives of African Americans. To summarize, I will
use Eric Foner‘s words that the questions raised by emancipation continue to bedevil American
society. The challenge confronting President Obama is to move beyond the powerful symbolism
of his election as the first African-American president towards substantive actions that address
the still unfinished struggle for equality (Foner, 2009).
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CHAPTER

2.

EVALUATION

OF

AFRICAN

AMERICAN

LEADERSHIP IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY
The introduction of this chapter will underline the Importance of the leadership factor for
people in terms of giving the right direction for their movement. Next I‘ll write about my survey
conducted at the International Black Sea University. The purpose of the survey was to find out
general attitudes and knowledge of our undergraduate students towards the several issues of
African Americans‘ lives. I will present the results and analyses of the survey, particularly paying
attention to the results of the following questions:
Prior to Barack Obama, how many African Americans have run for president?
Approximately, when was slavery officially abolished in the United States?
Knowledge about the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
Recognition test of famous African Americans.
In the end of the survey analyses I will present the Comparison Sample of American
Students; I‘ll attempt to write about the significance of leadership factor for African American
community; analyze and differentiate the leadership styles of the twentieth century African
Americas leaders: booker T. Washington, Web DuBois, Marcus Garvey, Philip Randolph, Martin
Luther King, Jr. and, later I will describe the impact of Civil Rights movement on other social
movements; the emergence of Black Nationalism, providing the information about Stokely
Carmichael, and Black Panthers, Malcolm X and The Nation of Islam. I will also to analyze the
leadership style of Jesse Jackson, paying attention to the reason of his failure in presidential
elections. Finally, as a conclusion I will provide the Theoretical definitions of leadership, with
providing the general summary of leadership styles of the people discussed.
2.1. Introduction
―I am not a Nigger, I am a Man‖
James Baldwin
―The problem of the 20th century is the problem of the color-line‖
W.E.B. Dubois
New century is followed by new expectations. It is natural that when new century
commences unconsciously one is waiting for changes, but always for positive changes. The
famous Civil Rights movement era which took place between 1954-1968 is regarded as crucial
which brought changes in the lives of African-Americans. However, it is interesting to say
something about the period that preceded it, or what happened afterwards.
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The twentieth century can be regarded as a period when Negroe transferred from property
to human being and consequently gained some citizenship rights. The African Americans were
struggling for equality. I want to emphasize that during my discussion and assumptions I am
concentrating on my Georgian students‘ survey results. From Georgia we have different
perspective on the race-relations, in the United States, particularly, I mean African-Americans:
their integration and assimilation in white America. What place did they occupy during the
twentieth century. Was it a significant place, or the lowest in the society. Please take into
consideration, that we were unaware of so called ―gradualism‖ or ―eventuallism‖ by which these
changes, significant changes ―gradual changes‖ were brought in the society. This is not
surprising
2.2. Purpose of the Research.
When I first began working on this dissertation project, I assumed that Georgians are, on
the average, not especially knowledgeable about various aspects of African American history I
believe and hope that my thesis could serve to address this gap by providing Georgians with a
richer understanding of these issues, particularly with respect to the role of African Americans in
politics, and the American presidency in particular. Even though I had reasonable assumptions
concerning this knowledge gap, I decided to provide more direct proof for it. Consequently I
developed a short survey, which I distributed amongst the students currently enrolled at the
International Black Sea University.
2.2.1. Methodology
We asked 158 students of the American Studies Direction and of the International Relations
Direction of the International Black Sea University (IBSU), about their general attitudes and
perceptions concerning the advances made by African Americans in 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s;we
also asked some general questions about African Americans and gave students specific factual
questions related to the pre-Civil Rights era and the history of the United states The survey was
anonymous.
We used numerical rating scales to illustrate our respondents attitudes and position towards
a particular question. The scale on the x-axis begins at -4 and ends at +4. It indicates an extent to
which the students agree or disagree with each statement. +4 stands for strong agreement and 0
stands for neutral attitude. Non-respondents to the question were coded as 99.
What is crucial here is that the students revealed great interest towards the issue of African
Americans and expressed desire to be informed about this specific topic in the future.
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2.2.2. Survey Analyses

Twenty-five percent of our students believe and agree that the Civil Rights movement
paved the way for the advancement of African Americans in specific fields. However, they are
not able to reveal some general knowledge or awareness concerning some issues.
Results about Georgian students perception about the Civil Rights Movement.
Figure 2.1

However, when they were asked to identify and specify the number of African Americans
who had run for presidency before Obama, 60 percent thought that Obama was the only one who
expressed this desire, whereas 18 percent assumed that there must have been more than three
candidates, but none of the students was able to identify any candidate except Obama.

Results of African American candidates for presidency.
Figure 2.1
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I strongly believe that our students need to have some information at least about Jessie
Jackson who in fact during his presidential race in 1988, he won Democratic party primaries in
11 states. While most of his wins were in southern states with large black populations, he
managed to win in the whitest state of the country (Vermont), in another very white state with far
different local politics (Alaska), and a big state outside of the South (Michigan).
When the surveyed students were asked about the advances made by African Americans in
the realm of politics during this specific period, only around 17 percent thought about positive
moves. They have very little information about the period of the Clinton Administration, who in
fact had record number of African Americans in his Cabinet.
Results about the political advancements of African Americans.
Figure 2.3
To to

When we asked the students to identify or to specify the fields occupied by prominent
African Americans, such as Colin Powell, Barbara Jordan, Malcolm X, Martin Luther King Jr,
Thurgood Marshall, etc. only fourteen percent was able to give more or less definite answers.
Almost 98 percent of those surveyed thought that Colin Powell was an actor, or Barbara Jordan
was the wife of Michael Jordan. In fact, Barbara Jordan is a person who represented Texas in the
House of Representatives from 1972-1978, the first African American Congresswoman from the
deep South. They did not know, that Collin Powell was - a Black man, who for the first time in
American history served as a Secretary of State, with strongest support coming from the people
with conservative views including moderates who were Powell‘s chief advocates. None of them
was able to identify Thurgood Marshall, who in fact played an important role during the struggle
for Civil Rights and who was the first African American associate justice on the Supreme Court.
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Students knew even less about Malcolm X, Jackie Robinson, Rosa Parks, or other leading CivilRight figures.
As for general questions about advances in science and education, in terms of African
Americans‘ ability to gain admission to prestigious schools, universities, or other schools, around
14 percent think that there were minor improvements in this field, 15 percent believe that there
were some fair improvements, whereas 14 percent believe great success has been achieved.
In 1977 50 percent of blacks undertook postsecondary school education, including college,
and by 1986 the number dropped to 37 percent (Patterson, 1995).
The 1990s witnessed the completion of African Americans‘ transformation from mass
illiteracy to a status among the most educated persons in the world, with median years of
schooling and college competition rates higher than those of most Western Europeans. It is not a
shocking exaggeration. This fact gains importance when considered in light of the constant
assertion of the community that the miseducation of Black Americans is the major source of their
dilemmas (ibid.).
Concerning questions about the general improvement in the economical situation of African
Americans in terms of salary and other basic factors, 22 percent of those surveyed believe that
more or less the situation has improved, while 17 percent believe in strong improvements.
On specific questions about the history of slavery in the US, the students were more
capable of giving appropriate answers. One example for illustration: When we asked the students
to identify the period when slavery was officially abolished in the United States, nearly 43
percent was able to identify the correct period.
When we asked them about their reactions to certain stereotypes, e.g.: Blacks are more
talented than Whites in the field of sports, 15 percent partially agreed, whereas 23 percent
expressed the strong agreement.
Results for stereotypical question about the sport.
Figure.2.4
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Overall, 38 percent of the students surveyed strongly agreed that the language, the cultural
patterns, the music, the material prosperity and even the food of America blend elements of black
and white.
Results for the question about the mixture of black and white.
Figure 2.5

2.2.3. Results and Findings.
I want to particularly pay attention to the results of the following questions:
Prior to Barack Obama, how many African Americans have run for president?
Approximately, when was slavery officially abolished in the United States?
Knowledge about the Civil Rights Act of 1964
Recognition test of famous African Americans
Knowledge of African Americans Who have Run for President Prior to Barack
Obama. Figure 2.1. provides a depiction of how participants responded to the question ―Prior to
Barack Obama, how many African Americans have run for president?‖ As seen in the figure, the
vast majority of participants (87%; n = 123) failed to answer this question correctly‘ only 13% (n
= 21) of participants provided the correct answer, which is ―more than three‖. A small number of
participants (8%, n = 13) left this answer blank, presumably because they did not know the
answer and/or did not want to guess. The follow-up question, which asked participants to
specifically list the name of the people who ran for president, provides an even more telling
story. Of the total of 158 participants who completed the survey, there was only one respondent
who was able to list any of the correct people at all (this respondent listed Jessie Jackson). Thus,
aside from this one person, there was not a single respondent in my sample who was able to list
even one African American candidate for president, aside from Barack Obama.
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Knowledge About Slavery
Responses to the question about slavery (―Approximately, when was slavery officially
abolished in the United States?‖) are shown in the chart below (figure 2.6). As seen here, 44% (n
= 70) selected the correct answer, with the remainder of participants (56%) failing to answer this
correctly; 5% (n = 8) of participants did not answer this question.
Figure 2.6

Knowledge about the Civil Rights Act of 1964
When posed with the question ―The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was designed to give African
Americans ?‖), analyses (see Figure 2.7) revealed that 47% (n = 74) selected the correct answer,
with the remainder of participants (53%) failing to answer this correctly; 5% (n = 8) of
participants did not answer this question.
Figure.2.7
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Recognition test of famous African Americans
In the last part of the survey, participants were presented with a list of 13 famous African
Americans who became known through their accomplishment in a variety of different domains
(e.g. politics, film, sports): Thurgood Marshall, Colin Powell, Jackie Robinson, Condoleezza
Rice, Malcolm X, Spike Lee, Michael Jordan, Oprah Winfrey, Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks,
Barbara Jordan, Michael Jackson, George Washington Carver. For each of these names,
participants were given the following instructions: ―Please identify the following people by
indicating, in just a few words, generally what field/job this person is in. For example, if you saw
the name ―Richard Nixon‖ you would write ―former president of the United States‖ (or former
U.S. politician). Some of these will be harder than others. But please make the best guess you
can, and try not to leave any answers blank.‖ These responses were coded with a ―gist‖ criterion,
such that one point was awarded if the participant clearly seemed to recognize the person‘s
relevant occupation. For example, for Colin Powell, a full point was awarded if the respondent
mentioned anything about his role as a politician, or as a general during the Gulf War, regardless
of whether the respondent specifically mentioned his affiliations with the Republican party or the
Bush administration in particular.
As expected, participants tended to show better recognition for the relatively ―easy‖ names
in the list (e.g. more participants correctly identified Michael Jackson than Barbara Jordan).
However, across all thirteen individuals listed (see above), respondents showed a relatively low
level of recognition. The range of correct responses ranged from a low of 0 to high of 10, with 13
being the highest possible score. The mean score was 3.94, with a standard deviation of 2.19.
Supplemental Analyses: Correlational Analyses Among the Four “Knowledge”
Indices
As revealed in the previous section, the present survey measured participants‘ knowledge
about African Americans in four different ways, including (a) knowledge about other African
Americans, aside from Barack Obama, who have run for president, (b) awareness of the date at
which slavery was abolished, (c) knowledge of the scope of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and (d)
a general recognition test of African Americans. In theory, it is possible that these four indices
might correlate positively with each other. Such correlations would indicate that a lack of
knowledge in one domain would be predictive of a low level of knowledge in another, and vice
versa.
In order to investigate this possibility, results from the first three multiple choice items
were dummy coded such that a value of ―1‖ was awarded for a correct answer, whereas a value
of ―0‖ was awarded for any incorrect answer given. After this coding, higher numbers on all four
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indices, including the recognition index, indicates higher levels of knowledge. Interestingly, there
was no evidence of any reliable relation among all of these four indices, all |rs| <.14, all ps >.05.
For example, knowledge about the abolishment of slavery was completely unrelated to
knowledge about the Civil Rights Act of 1964, r =.03, ns. Nor did the general recognition index
reliably correlate with any of the other knowledge indices, all rs ns. These findings suggest that
knowledge about African Americans in any given domain, at least for this study, was not
predictive of the level of knowledge in another. Such a lack of correlation could, of course,
reflect the possibility that many of the participants were mostly guessing. In other words, a
correct response could have simply reflected random guessing, rather than any true underlying
knowledge.
2.2.4. Comparison Sample of American Students
In order to facilitate meaningful interpretation of the present results, it is useful to compare
the findings obtained with small sample (n = 10) of American college students. (These students,
none of whom were Black, were currently enrolled at Washington University in Saint Louis.) It
should be acknowledged that Americans would, of course, be naturally expected to achieve
significantly higher levels of accuracy compared to Georgian students. (Obviously, Americans
should score far worse than Georgians if the survey was assessing knowledge of Georgian
culture.) Nonetheless, it is useful to have a rough sense of how Georgians compare to current
residents of the United States, if only to assess ―how far Georgians need to go‖ in terms of even
approaching the level of knowledge typically attained by Americans.
Figure 2.8 shows the comparison of Georgian vs. American students on the first three
factual questions. Values on the X-axis are expressed in terms of average proportion correct,
which could range of a theoretical high of 1.0 and a theoretical low of 0.0 (indicating that all
respondents in that group answered the question correctly, or all answered incorrectly,
respectively). As seen here, American students achieved a higher proportion of correct answers
on all three questions, F (1,166) = 18.59, p <.001. The effect of nationality did not interact with
question type, p >.20, indicating that the difference between Americans and Georgians held for
all three questions. Similar implications were obtained with separate analyses of the recognition
task (see Figure 2.9), which shows significantly higher recognition obtained by American vs.
Georgian students (Ms = 11.60 vs. 3.94), F (1, 166) = 120.92, p <.001.
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Figure 2.8

Figure.2.9

2.2.5. Conclusion
As a result of my analyses social survey, we can conclude that neither the students of the
American Studies Direction, nor the students of the International Relations Direction of the IBSU
have particularly accurate information about African Americans‘ lives in the still racially divisive
post-civil rights period. We consider this period crucial in terms of achievement in American
race relations, promoting participation of blacks in the nation‘s educational, economic, military
and political life. However, the scope of progress did not reach to such an extent as to serenely
accept the fact of the first black man becoming the United States President.
We plan to include the period under consideration in the junior year course books of the
American History and American Culture and Society curricula of the IBSU American Studies
Direction.
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2.3. General Significance of the Factor of Leader for African American Community.
Our surveyed students believe that Civil rights movement era promptly paved the way for
the future advancement of African Americans, to their integration and assimilation in white
dominated word. African Americans had to face the worst type of racial discrimination in human
history. They were jobless, illiterate, had poor health and poor education, lived in poverty.
To illustrate the dynamics of the process of integration and assimilation of African
Americans during the 20th century, I will use the chart illustrating interracial communication in
the United States presented in figure 10. (Rich&.Ogawa, 1998)

Figure 2.10.
Circle A represents the dominant power structure, "White America". A includes physical,
social, and psychological space occupied by White America. The individuals who occupy that
space we shall refer to as A1.
Circle B represents the non-white racial group as it exists in its purest form, uninfluenced
by the structure of White America.B1 is the individual who occupies the physical, social, and
psychological space of B.
C represents the experience of being Racial Minority in a white-dominated structure. It is
the geographical, social, and psychological space allotted to the non-white American. C1 are the
individuals confined to that space, in our case Black Americans. The line of C traversing A is
broken. This doesn't mean that for the C1 it is possible to enter into A, it demonstrates that the
size of C is elastic. It may change upon the whim of A, and to a certain extent upon the tenacity
of C to remain close to B. e.g. If the Congress passes certain civil rights legislation, it enlarges
the size of C. However, such expansion of C is under the control of A; the limit to which C can
intrude upon A is dictated by A.
It is important to underline that, at least from my perspective, civil organizations played a
focal role in the lives of African-Americans It is a fact that people possess a great power, because
people can trigger changes. When people are demanding something, the government, has to make
necessary changes. Of course the leader‘s factor is very important here, since the leader sets the
tone and pace for the entire action, movement.
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I believe that the problem of leader, or leadership problem in African American community
as everywhere else, is of great importance. Today when there is a frequent question why did
Obama receive such a high level of support? Or, conversely, those who criticize him of not being
direct when it comes to the question of fair treatment of African Americans in the United States. I
consider that the history will judge whether Obama has been a good president or not, with his
policies and reforms. One should never forget what inheritance he received from the previous
administration. Perhaps people have already been tired of the gradualism of changes and they
again want to see radical changes in their lives.
The members of African American community argue that Colin Powel is an exception,
Obama is an exception, Denzel Washington is an exception or Vernon Jordan is an exception,
Russell Simmons is an exception, Oprah Winfrey and so forth. W.E.B. DuBois once said, that
exceptional man are capable of saving the entire race. First of all, the successful African
American people acknowledge their responsibility towards their community, Responsibility in
terms who they are, how they should act or perform in their everyday life. All of them declare
that the education is the powerful tool towards the advancement of their community. Many of
them think that in their community, when a person becomes successful, he is thought to have
betrayed them. community. However, all of them and each of them believe that the younger
generation is capable of challenging the society in a better way of course. No one is able to take
away received education from a person. Even today, in this new era there still are segregated
schools in Birmingham, but you have take the opportunity to study even in the segregated school.
There is a simple answer to that question. And it is the urge for a change that ―leads the leader‖.
Henry Luis Gates in his Book ―America Behind the Color Line‖ argues, leaders must be
certain of who they are and what they stand for. They have to be rooted and grounded in that
process and stay with what they believe‖ (Gates, 2004).
As mentioned above, even though people poses great power, they need someone who will
set the pace and the tone. Before talking about post-civil rights era leaders, especially President
Clinton who played a vital role for the an advancement of Barack Obama, it is necessary to
analyze the leadership styles of the prominent twentieth century. African Americans.
In the beginning of twentieth century, African Americans faced the question of finding the
means to achieve equality. Though slavery had been abolished, the race prejudice still existed.
After the death of Frederick Douglass (1895), African Americans were ―left without leadership
capable of uniting the diverse elements within the movement‖ (Coombs, 2004, p191).
African Americans had to be accepted, but without losing dignity. Undoubtedly there were
people inside the African American community who could lead, however, there was a lack of
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very important factors, which played crucial role in effective leadership, such as, money, power
and media, press in particular. Those key instruments were in the possession of the white people,
who believed that former slaves had to be left alone with their own problems.
However, there were African Americans who were not willing to live in degrading life,
with limited resources assisted the emergence of new leadership within the community. During
the passionate discussions concerning the segregation and discrimination there was a clash of
wide variety of views. Some believed that no assimilation was possible with the white society,
others wanted to return to Africa and fight for independence. There were people who wanted to
stay but not to mingle with whites. The majority, being African immigrants claimed to have the
right to all privileges of an American. There were people, who wanted to assimilate with whites,
willing to accept their values and traditions. Some of them ―while wanting to find their place
within the American nation, insisted that the country might be transformed into a genuinely
pluralistic society. At the same time as they wanted to be integrated into the nation, they did not
want to join the white society. Instead of assimilating into Anglo-Saxon culture, they wanted
American civilization to become multi-racial, multi-ethnic, and highly fluid‖ (ibid.192).
Different leaders suggested diverse strategies of achieving these goals: aggressive and
nonviolent techniques. The latter received the preference. in the first half of the twentieth
century. I would like to consider: Booker T. Washington, W. E. B. DuBois, Marcus Garvey, and
A. Philip Randolph, since in their ideas we are able to find an outline of the main ideas and
driving forces of African-Americans in their struggle for‖ remaking the black role in white
society‖ (ibid).
2.4. The leadership style of Booker T.Washington
The leadership style of Booker T.Washington focused on the ―model of the old plantation
house servant‖ (ibid 194). Through submissiveness and flattery he thought to act against the
racial discrimination.
―His conciliatory approach‖ was supported by the Southern and Northern politicians and
industrialists. Their backing helped him to obtain the national reputation and opened the door to
the press. His supporters were proud that their leader received the respect from wealthy whites. It
must be mentioned, that in 1901, president Roosevelt invited Washington for dinner. On the one
hand, African Americans were extremely happy about this fact, on the other hand, Southern
whites and press commented on this fact very bitterly. They argued that, by this gesture,
Roosevelt officially approved ―the social intercourse between blacks and whites‖ (Wickham,
2004,p.180). At the same time, some African-Americans did not approve Mr. Washington‘s
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tactics, believing that conciliation would not lead them to victory, rather it would lead them to
surrender and not the way to victory.
Booker T. Washington was a son of a slave woman and unidentified white father. After the
emancipation he attended the school for former slaves and simultaneously was working in the
mines.
In 1872, at the age of sixteen he arrived at Hampton Institute, founded by Samuel Chapman
Armstrong. Armstrong believed that practical education was important. ―he emphasized the value
of acquiring land and homes, vocations and skills‖ (Franklin, 1988, p.245). His teachings and
views had an enormous impact on Washington and by the time he was ready to graduate, Booker
T. Washington strongly believed, that for achieving the success, his people had to do useful
service. After the graduation he became an instructor at Hampton. In 1881, he was invited to
Tuskegee, to establish the similar school. This school was a result of a deal between freedman
Louis Adams and political representatives, in return for the Negroe vote.
Tuskegee students were performing variety of tasks starting from constructing the buildings
through the cooking the food for the Tuskegee citizens.
The white community was given guarantees that African Americans were there to serve and
―not to antagonize‖ (ibid.246). As a result, they came to accept the Tuskegee institute and even
provided some funds for further development.
Washington can be regarded as supporter of gradualist economic strategy. The national
prominence came to him in 1895, when he addressed the integrated audience at the exposition in
Atlanta, revealing his philosophy and strategy. This is known as the Atlanta Compromise.
Washington believed in economic security and that the vocational education would provide
it. The economic security was more valuable than higher education, politics or social advantages.
Political and social equality were not immediate goads, Washington argued that with strong
economical background, the civil rights and political equality would be gained eventually.
African-Americans were advised to accept the white supremacy for a while and ―Cast down your
bucket where you are‖, because ―No race can prosper till it learns that there is as much dignity in
tilling a field as in writing a poem. It is at the bottom of life we must begin, and not at the top.
Nor should we permit our grievances to overshadow our opportunities (Harlan, 1974.pp. 584857).
In terms of racial relations, Booker T. Washington outlined his ideas, asserting that ―In all
things that are purely social we can be as separate as the fingers, yet one as the hand in all things
essential to mutual progress‖ (ibid). In return the white community needed to accept
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responsibility for improving the social and economic conditions of all Americans regardless of
skin color, Washington argued.
The speech received an enormous success: Washington received an honorary Master‘s
degree form Harvard; the press quoted his speech, Even President Grover Cleveland, wrote
Washington and thanked him. Tuskegee received additional funds.
In the African American community, however, there were people who did not share the
views of Mr. Washington, in fact they had radically different approach. They argued during the
expansion of racism and Jim Crow legislation that refusal to demand rights was equal to
emasculation.
John Hope, W. E. B. DuBois, Monroe Trotter, and others wanted fight more radically
against racial discrimination, segregation, and lynching. This group under the leadership of
DuBois established the Niagara Movement, aimed to challenge the Washington‘s Tuskegee. As
Booker T. Washington advised politicians and philanthropists the challenge was complicated. As
a result of criticism Atlanta University received very weak financial support, (Hope was the
president of Atlanta University).
In his collection of essays, The Souls of Black Folk, in 1903, DuBois highly criticized
Booker T. Washington, writing that
―Mr. Washington distinctly asks that black people give up, at least for the present, three
things: First, political power; second, insistence on civil rights; Third, higher education of
Negroe youth, and concentrate their energies on industrial education, the accumulation of
wealth, and the conciliation of the South... As a result of this tender of the palm-branch, what
has been the return? In these years there have occurred: 1. The disenfranchisement of the
Negroe. 2. The legal creation of a distinct status of civil inferiority for the Negroe. 3. The
steady withdrawal of aid from institutions for the higher training of the Negroe.
These movements are not, to be sure, direct results of Mr. Washington's teachings; but
his propaganda has, without a shadow of a doubt, helped their speedier accomplishment. The
question then comes: Is it possible, and probable, that nine millions of men can make
effective progress in economic lines if they are deprived of political rights, made a servile
caste, and allowed only the most meager chance for developing their exceptional men? If
history and reason give any distinct answer to these questions, it is an emphatic No‖
(DuBois, 1996,p.399)
Several years before his death in 1915, Washington wrote some articles showing
disappointment about the results of Atlanta Compromise. He was not happy with the fact that
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more money was allocated for the education of whites than of blacks. He criticized Jim Craw
legislation and segregation.
When Booker T. Washington argued the Negroes should concentrate more on vocational
jobs rather than setting higher ideals, he leaned on his own experience, of former slave ―rising
from obscurity to the fame― (Coombs, 2004, p.208).
As Coombs argues, ―Washington seemed to be unaware that a race which began at the
bottom could stay at the bottom. In an age of rapid urbanization and industrialization a strategy
which emphasized craft and agriculture was drastically out of step with the economic realities.
Moreover the nation did not accept its part of the compromise. The flood of immigration
continued unabated for another two decades. When Afro-Americans were given opportunities in
industry, it became clear that there were black jobs and white jobs. The former were always
poorly paid‖ (ibid.).
2.5. The Leadership Style of Web DuBois.
In contrast to Booker T. Washington, the leadership style of W.E.B. Dubois was more
militant and aggressive. DuBois had a chance to receive his elementary and secondary education
in an integrated surroundings which prevented his becoming conscious of his color. However,
when he headed South for college education, he encountered with discrimination and
segregation. This shocked him. He returned north to continue his education at Harvard. DuBois
believed that the education led to advancement., arguing that African Americans were not
inferior, their status was a result of the unjust treatment in America. DuBois had his own theory
of leadership, arguing that people needed leaders for advancement, however he did not trust the
white leaders.
―DuBois‖ philosophy of the ―Talented Tenth‖ was that a college-educated elite would
chart, through their knowledge, the way for economic and cultural elevation for the black
masses‖ (Gibson, 1972).
The success of "the talented tenth" would prove that the racial stereotypes held by white
extremists were not accurate. He argued that, "the talented tenth" would eventually win
acceptance in the white community, and ―they would provide the wedge which would break open
the walls of prejudice and discrimination forever‖.(Coombs, 2004, p.212).
In 1905, the group under the leadership of W.E.B. DuBois met in Canada, at Niagara Falls,
in order to plan an aggressive action for the protection of full citizenship. Their demands
included freedom of speech, suffrage, the elimination of all differences which were based on
race, and the most important they demanded respect.
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The group, the Niagara Movement was attacked regarded as radical, however they managed
to meet at Harpers Ferry the next year. The main figure, the leader was DuBois the first black
American to receive the degree of doctor of philosophy from Harvard. DuBois was the great
African-American intellectual of his time. definitely it must be said, that he conducted the first
sociological study of African-Americans. The Philadelphia Negroe (1899). The Author of their
manifesto was DuBois. The manifesto was appealing ‖for consideration on the bases of the
common humanity of all people‖(Franklin, 1988, p.287).
As Franklin notes, the Springfield riots had great impact on many whites. Mary White
Ovington and Henry Moskowits, William English Walling decided to arrange a conference in
1909, in order to discuss the renewal of the struggle for civil and political liberty (ibid).. During
the conference, it the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
was founded. This organization intended to work on the elimination of segregation, equal
education for children, ―the complete enfranchisement of Negroe, and the enforcement of the
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments (ibid.288). DuBois became an editor of “Crisis‖ and
turned into ―passionate journalist‖. In the first year, NAACP started a program for expanding the
industrial opportunities of blacks; to greater policy protection in the South and fight against
lynching and lawlessness. The NAACP expanded and established branches in different cities.
The first branch was in Chicago. By 1921 there were more than four hundred branches
throughout the country.
It must be said the NAACP was denounced and criticized by the white philanthropists, and
even by some blacks, arguing that the factor of biracialism would reduce its militancy and
proficiency. NAACP was biracial organization. White and black lawyers worked together on the
legal issues. Dubois was the only black on the executive board of NAACP and people questioned
the biracial participation during the decision making process.
The first African-American Nobel Peace Prize winner, professor of political science,
diplomat, Ralph J. Bunche who served on the board of NAACP for 22 years, argued that
organization faced barriers for farther developments and significant achievements; it was too
much financially dependent on white-middle class leaders; it was dependent on the sympathy of a
large segment of the public, and on court decisions.
He asserted that in case of controversy, the organization would be refrained from taking a
truly radical position. Even if white leaders were capable of making such vital choices, ―it was
always forced to consider the effect of an action on its white, middle-class, liberal financial
backers‖ (Coombs, 2004,p. 214). Another factor for dissatisfaction was that the NAACP leaned
on court decisions and Constitution. Bunche believed that the Constitution claimed that the
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Constitution was too general, requiring interpretation to be consistent with existing issues. The
interpretation of which was always shared by public opinion. Bunche claimed that the NAACP
policy was always in compliance with the attitudes of the white middle class, and ―therefore
could never afford to alienate that group‖. He argues ―that racism was so ingrained in the white
mentality that it would have to receive a series of hard jolts if significant changes were to occur‖
(ibid).
Eventually DuBois became disappointed with the tactics of NAACP, which were
gradualism and conciliation. Although he had a faith in integrated society, DuBois questioned the
value and effectiveness of a biracial organization for achieving important changes. Before
leaving the NAACP, in his article published in Crises, he argued that black separatism or black
unity was better tool for attacking the discrimination and segregation than collaboration with
white society. His goal, he insisted, was still to make ten million of his people free. He still
wanted to free his people from the burden of economic oppression, from discrimination and
segregation. This kind of freedom was consistent with self-organization for self-advancement.
DuBois argued that when a community has access and control of basic institutions, it was in a
superior position to make its own decisions and for future progress. This type action, consisting
of solidarity and cooperation was necessary to achieve significant change resulting in an
integrated society. DuBois acknowledged that these policies shifted away from the concept of
―the talented tenth‖. ―DuBois shifted to a concept of a group solidarity instead of an elite
leadership‖ (ibid.216). However, DuBois policy of cooperation differed from Washington‘s
views, for the reason that this solidarity was to be the stage from which to declare and affirm
one‘s manhood:
"Surely then, in this period of frustration and disappointment, we must turn from
negation to affirmation, from the ever-lasting 'No' to the ever-lasting 'Yes.' Instead of sitting,
sapped of all initiative and independence; instead of drowning our originality in imitation of
mediocre white folks; instead of being afraid of ourselves and cultivating the art of skulking to
escape the Color Line; we have got to renounce a program that always involves humiliating
self-stultifying scrambling to crawl somewhere where we are not wanted; where we crouch
panting like a whipped dog. We have got to stop this and learn that on such a program they
cannot build manhood. No, by God, stand erect in a mud-puddle and tell the white world to go
to hell, rather than lick boots in a parlor" (ibid.217).
His critics argued that DuBois‖ ended where Washington Began‖(ibid.). DuBois rejoined
the NAACP staff after the World War II for a short period. However, he was angry with the
society and, he had more radical solutions than before. Dubois argued that racism was not purely
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an American problem, it has been the problem of entire world, he assisted the organization of
several Pan-African Congresses. During these events, he noticed some links between American
racism and European imperialism in Africa. It must be said that, in the meantime communism
was fighting against the both racism and imperialism, and for many, ―throughout the world the
communist claim had become attractive‖(Ibid. 218). DuBois was asked to leave the NAACP, due
to his new visions and ideas, which did not serve to the image of the organization. Finally,
DuBois became a communist and left for Africa in 1960. Initially, DuBois believed that through
scholarship it was possible to eradicate the prejudice. "The talented tenth" had not reached any
success, because White racists were irritated and annoyed by educated blacks. The black
solidarity failed to develop because the intellectuals had become alienated from the masses‖. The
assimilation into the white society was very slow, almost impossible and newly acquired
education, values, and middle-class style of life prevented them from returning to their people.
DuBois's work while being in NAACP did not bring social changes he desired, feeling frustrated
about the failure of racial advancement in America, DuBois decided to work for it in Africa
(ibid).
2.6. The Leadership Style of Marcus Garvey.
Another man, who was the complete opposite of DuBois emerged on the scene during the
first decades of the twentieth century. Marcus Garvey and his Universal Negroe Improvement
Association, (UNIA) founded in his native Jamaica. Marcus Garvey has been influenced by
Booker T. Washington‘s writings. It was his great desire to meet Washington in person that made
him visit the United States. However, by the time he arrived, Washington had died.
After the World War One, African-Americans had high expectations, however they had
vanished in the reality. They had fought distinguishably in the war and expected at least some
acknowledgement ―that they too were equal citizens‖. Racial tensions increased with the return
of black troops and increased numbers of African-Americans which moved into urban areas.
Between the period of 1917 to 1919, race riots exploded in East St. Louis, Chicago, Tulsa, and
other cities. Whites were demonstrating that did not intend to treat African Americans any
differently than they had before the war. All of these made Garvey think that the integration
would never be possible and ―that only economic, political, and cultural success on the part of
African Americans would bring about equality and respect‖ (ibid.219). In 1917 Garvey organized
the headquarter of UNIA in New York. By the middle of 1919, the organization had more than
30 branches. It has been a long discussion about the exact number of members of the
organization, however, everyone agrees that ―it was clearly the largest mass organization in
African American history. Its membership has been estimated between two and four million‖
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(ibid.223). According to Franklin, the number of members of UNIA ―were perhaps half a million
members‖ (Franklin, 1988, p.321).
Gutknecht argues that ―Garvey‘s political movement may be identified as the form of
emerging urban nationalism‖ (Gutknecht, 1982, p.86). Mr. Garvey‘s extensive appeal to the race
pride gave him a wide popularity. He showed off his blackness, arguing that black meant strength
and beauty. Moreover, ―he asserted that Africans had a noble past, and he declared that Negroes
should be proud of their ancestry‖ (Franklin, 1988, p.320).
―The white man of America will not, to any organized extent, assimilate the Negroe,
because in so doing, he feels that he will be committing racial suicide. This he is not prepared to
do. It is true he illegitimately carries on a system of assimilation; but such assimilation, as
practiced, is one that he is not prepared to support because he becomes prejudiced against his
own offspring, if that offspring is the product of black and white; hence, to the white man the
question of racial differences is eternal‖ (Amy Jacques-Garvey, 2009,p20).
It is important to underline, that he criticized the black middle class, for adopting the
lifestyle of the white society, as for lower classes he eagerly identified with them. According to
Franklin, Garvey‘s principles had a captivating impact on the ―unlettered and inexperienced
Negroe urban element. Thousands hailed him as the true leader of the Negroe race" (Franklin,
1988. p321).
Garvey strongly supported the idea of blacks returning to Africa and building up their own
country. Garvey believed that blacks were prejudiced for the reason of not accomplishing
significant changes; for not building nation and government on their own and for being
dependent politically and economically on whites.
According to David Van Leeuwen, Garvey‘s ―philosophy and organization had a rich
religious component that he blended with the political and economic aspects‖, and for ―Garvey, it
was no less than the will of God for black people to be free to determine their own destiny. His
organization took as its motto "One God! One Aim! One Destiny!" and looked to the literal
fulfillment of Psalm 68:31: "Princes shall come out of Egypt: Ethiopia shall soon stretch forth her
hands unto God" (Leeuwen, 2000).
In 1918 he issued the newspaper, the Negroe World,. By 1920 had a circulation between
50,000 and 200,000.
Marcus Garvey did his best to encourage the members of African American community to
be proud of their legacy and proud of their looks. He appealed to African Americans to see
themselves as members of a great race. "We must canonize our own saints, create our own
martyrs, and elevate to positions of fame and honor black men and women who have made their
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distinct contributions to our racial history." Garvey Declared, ―I am the equal of any white man; I
want you to feel the same way" ( ibid).
Marcus Garvey requested the permission from the League of Nations for establishing a
colony in Africa. He organized the Universal African Legion, that wore military attire. Other
organizations were the Universal Black Cross Nurses, the Universal African Motor Corps, the
Black Eagle Flying Corps and the Black Starr Steamship Line.
As Franklin notes, Marcus Garvey proclaimed ―the formal organization of the Empire of
Africa and appointed himself provisional president‖ (Franklin,1988,p.320).
Together with black nationalism, Garvey advertised capitalism, telling his people that
economic success was the effective way of achieving independence. From 1919 the newly
established the Negroe Factories Corporations was selling stocks for African-Americans. UNIA
had some small businesses, grocery stores, laundries, and restaurants, along with larger ones,
including a printing plant and a steamship line, the Black Star Line. The company was intended
for those who wished to return to Africa. the shipping company finally proved to be unsuccessful
owing to mismanagement, expensive repairs, and corruption. In 1923 Marcus Garvey went to the
trial, being accused in certain kind of fraud. He was found guilty and put to the prison for 5 years.
President Coolidge pardoned him in 1927. Marcus Garvey had been deported from the country.
In 1940 he died in London. It must be said that even though UNIA had a vast number of
followers and Marcus Garvey had been regarded as very magnetic leader, who was bale to lead
the masses, his personality and his appeal for black separatism had been denounced by other
black leaders. The idea of blacks emigrating to Africa, according to DuBois and James Weldon
was simply ―a form of escapism‖ (Coombs, 2004, p.227).
Van Leeuwen interestingly notes that by 1922 Garvey had a position ―of separatism mixed
with just enough cooperation. He applauded whites who promoted the idea of sending African
Americans back to Africa‖(Leeuwen,2000). Furthermore, in 1922 he even had a meeting with
one of the leaders of the Ku Klux Klan, to talk about the Klan‘s outlook ―on miscegenation and
social equality‖ (ibid).
The UNIA did not survive without its charismatic leader and eventually collapsed.
Undoubtedly Marcus Garvey had been an extraordinary person, whose ideas about black identity
and black pride provided a bases for the ideology of other organizations.
2.7. The Leadership Style of Philip Randolph.
My analyses of African-Americans‘ leadership styles and leaders in the first decades of the
twentieth century will not be comprehensive, unless don‘t mention A. Philip Randolph, who
Martin Luther King, Jr. called ‗‗truly the Dean of Negroe leaders‘‘. He played a crucial role in
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gaining recognition of African Americans in labor organizations (King, Papers.). A. Philip
Randolph is the most prominent of all African American trade unionists and was one of the key
figures in the fight for civil rights and racial equality.
Randolph was a socialist and pacifist. He joined the Socialist Party of Eugene V. Debs. In
1917 Randolph along with Chandler Owen founded and African-American socialist journal – the
Messenger. The journal criticized the American participation in World War One. Randolph
believed that political freedom of African-Americans was impossible without economical
security. In 1925 Randolph founded the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, the first AfricanAmerican union in the United States. This movement was strongly opposed by the Pullman
Company, which was the largest employer of African-Americans in the United States. However,
in 1937 the union signed the first contract with the Pullman Company, this was the first contract
ever signed ―by a white employer with an African-American labor leader.‖ Even though that the
NAACP played a key role in the legal struggle against the discrimination, Randolph criticized
this organization for being biracial. Even though he was integrationalist, he believed that the
people ―who were neither blacks nor workers were incapable of articulating the needs of the
masses. The organization should not be led by whites‖ (Coombs, 2004, p.230).Randolph
criticized DuBois early gradualist policy. He doubted DuBois's ―professed stand against violence
and revolution‖ (ibid.).
In 1936, Randolph played an important role in forming the National Negroe Congress
(NNC). The congress was an alliance of a number of groups, which aimed to create a Black mass
movement, to progress the welfare of a race.
Before the Second World War, America‘s industry needed additional labor force. African Americans had a hope for new job opportunities, however the discrimination was deeply rooted
in defense industries. African-Americans had an access only to the menial positions regardless of
their skill and training. Before the war, Randolph traveled through the United States, aiming to
unite black people against the discriminatory policies. Even though his appeal met skepticism
from whites and even from some blacks, soon ―all over the United States committees of Blacks
were forming to "March on Washington" in protest‖ (A. Phillip Randolph Institute, 2010).
As Ellen Terry recalls, ―unlike Walter White of the NAACP and Adam Clayton Powell, Jr.,
who had become a New York City Councilman, Randolph looked like a Negroe. And in spite of
a Harvard accent, he told the Negroes what they wanted to hear; namely, that they were
Americans and entitled to all the rights guaranteed by the Constitution‖ (Tarry,1955,pp.175178).By the beginning of the summer, the whole country was aware the Randolph was planning
to march. Many people tried to persuade Randolph to change his mind even the president
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Roosevelt. As Terry argues, the President desperately asked Randolph not to march. Roosevelt
tried to convince Randolph saying that it was the critical time for the nation, it was a time for
unity, not for the confrontation. He ―suggested that the conference method, rather than mass
pressure, was the American way of dealing with minority problems. The Negroe committee
would not relent‖(ibid). The outcome of this negotiation was that, ―Phillip Randolph proposed an
executive order forbidding discrimination in industry‖ (ibid).On June 25, 1941, six months
before Pearl Harbor, Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order 8802, Reaffirming Policy Of
Full Participation In The Defense Program By All Persons, Regardless Of Race, Creed, Color, Or
National Origin, And Directing Certain Action In Furtherance Of Said Policy. Roosevelt created
the Fair Employment Practices Committee to supervise the enforcement of this order.
In 1947, Randolph helped to form the League for Non-Violent Civil Disobedience against
Military Segregation. This organization influenced president Truman to put an end to the
segregation in the Armed Forces in 1948.
In 1955, when the American Federation of Labor merged with the Congress of Industrial
Organizations to form the AFL-CIO, Philip Randolph became an executive council, and one of
the first two black vice presidents. As a labor official, Randolph won significant union support
for the civil rights movement and allied with King and other organizations on initiatives like the
1957 Prayer Pilgrimage for Freedom. In 1957 Philip Randolph founded the Negroe American
Labor Council (NALC), aiming to represent the demand of black labor force.
In 1963,. Randolph and NALC helped to organize ' the famous "March on Washington''.
This was the March, where more than 250.000 Americans, black and white, side by side joined
together under the slogan of "Jobs and Freedom." This was the March, which triggered the
passage of civil rights legislation. It was Phillip Randolph, who initially was influenced by the
Ghandian principals of nonviolence, it were his principles which were later embraced by Martin
Luther King, it was his philosophy which had a great influence on the famous civil rights
movement on its peak.
2.8. Martin Luther King Phenomenon.
Before I will discuss the leadership styles of the individuals from the Black Panthers Party,
or Black Muslims, it is logical to write about a person, who undoubtedly changed the perception
of America in 1960s, and who continues to have an enormous impact even today, because he was
a change, a milestone in the American history, and his name is Martin Luther King, Jr.
―If any of you are around when I have to meet my day, I don‘t want a long funeral. And if
you get somebody to deliver the eulogy, tell them not to talk too long. And every now and then I
wonder what I want them to say. Tell them not to mention that I have a Nobel Peace Prize - that
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isn‘t important. Tell them not to mention that I have three or four hundred other awards - that‘s
not important. Tell them not to mention where I went to school.
I'd like somebody to mention that day that Martin Luther King, Jr., tried to give his life
serving others. I'd like for somebody to say that day that Martin Luther King, Jr., tried to love
somebody. I want you to say that day that I tried to be right on the war question. I want you to be
able to say that day that I did try to feed the hungry. And I want you to be able to say that day
that I did try in my life to clothe those who were naked. I want you to say on that day that I did
try in my life to visit those who were in prison. I want you to say that I tried to love and serve
humanity.
Yes, if you want to say that I was a drum major, say that I was a drum major for justice.
Say that I was a drum major for peace. I was a drum major for righteousness. And all of the other
shallow things will not matter. won‘t have any money to leave behind. I won't have the fine and
luxurious things of life to leave behind. But I just want to leave a committed life behind. And
that's all I want to say.
If I can help somebody as I pass along,
If I can cheer somebody with a word or song,
If I can show somebody he's traveling wrong,
Then my living will not be in vain.
If I can do my duty as a Christian ought,
If I can bring salvation to a world once wrought,
If I can spread the message as the master taught,
Then my living will not be in vain‖(Martin Luther King, 1968).
These words were possible to hear on the funeral of Martin Luther King Jr. I can never end
discussion and speculation about accomplishments and unique nature of this person. However, I
will try to provide ―bare‖ facts.
Born in Atlanta, in the family of a pastor of the Ebenezer church, he grew up in the middleclass family. A brilliant speaker. I will not be mistaken if I say that his public speeches are very
famous, even legendary. His public speaking abilities developed slowly during his collegiate
years at Crozer, where by the end of the third year, he made a powerful impression on public.
After winning a scholarship which gave him a choice to attend the graduate school of his choice,
he attended the Boston University‘s prestigious school of Theology. It was here that he was
awarded the Ph.D. in 1955.
During his youth he was unsure about his future profession. According to Levering ―he
wanted to serve others to make his mark in the world, but he was not sure how he should
- 57 -

proceed.‖ (Levering,1986.p.200) He decided to become a lawyer, after being discriminated on
his train trip. King thought being a lawyer would help him ―in breaking down the legal barriers
that trapped blacks in a segregated subcaste‖ (ibid). However, he finally decided to become a
minister. His decision was influenced by two professors George Kelsey and Benjamin Mays.
Kelsey guided Martin Luther King in gaining a new appreciation of the Bible and its relevance to
modern life (ibid). Kelsey believed, that ministers must touch upon the social and philosophical
issues while delivering their sermons. Mays was a brilliant speaker, who taught his students ―to
strive for integrity in their personal lives, excellence in their careers and commitment to serving
others‖ (ibid).Finally King decided to become a Baptist minister. His was influenced by Gandhi
and Hegel. The Christianity played a fundamental role, on his views. In every speech he used
paradigms from Christianity. However, King was tolerant toward the religious beliefs of others –
Muslims, Judaists, Buddhists and etc.
In 1957 King helped found the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), an
organization of black churches and ministers that aimed to challenge racial segregation. King was
elected as the president of this organizations. Consequently, he became highly influential there.
King and other SCLC leaders were encouraging the use of nonviolent direct action to protest
discrimination. These activities included marches, demonstrations, and boycotts. The violent
responses that direct action provoked from some whites eventually forced the federal government
to confront the issues of injustice and racism in the South.
Martin Luther King had connections with Northern whites that later bolstered his success at
influencing public opinion in the United States. King‘s closest adviser at times was Stanley
Levinson, a Jewish activist and former member of the American Communist Party. King also
developed strong ties to leading white Protestant ministers in the North, with whom he shared
theological and moral views.
During World War II, the discrimination in defense industries was outlawed (1941). After
the war the armed forces were desegregated, (1948). During the late 1940s and early 1950s,
lawyers of the NAACP in their cases before the Supreme Court argued that segregation implied
naturally unequal educational and other public facilities for blacks. These cases reached their
peak, when the Court made milestone decision in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (May
17, 1954), in which it confirmed that separate educational facilities were unequal and
consequently unconstitutional.
This historic decision was to stimulate a mass movement on the part of blacks and white
sympathizers to try to end the segregationist practices and racial inequalities that were firmly
entrenched across the nation and particularly in the South. (However, The Civil Rights
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Movement activists declare, that ―but to us, our Freedom Movement began in 1951 when a 16
year old high-school girl named Barbara Johns led her Virginia classmates out on a student strike
to protest segregated schools). The movement was widely opposed by many whites in the South
and elsewhere.
On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks, a leading member of the local branch of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), was ordered by a bus driver to
give up her seat to a white passenger. When she refused, she was arrested and taken to jail. The
leaders believed that a citywide protest should be led by someone who could unify the
community. Martin Luther King was soon chosen as president of the Montgomery Improvement
Association (MIA), the organization that directed the bus boycott that lasted for more than a year.
When Rosa Parks refused to move from the front of the bus, she became one of the heroes in the
Civil Rights movement.
The Montgomery bus boycott lasted for more than a year, demonstrating a new spirit of
protest among Southern blacks. King‘s serious behavior and regular appeal to Christian
brotherhood and American idealism made a positive impression on whites outside the South.
Incidents of violence against black protesters, including the bombing of King‘s home, focused
media attention on Montgomery. In February 1956 an attorney for the MIA filed a lawsuit in
federal court seeking an injunction against Montgomery‘s segregated seating practices. The
federal court ruled in favor of the MIA, ordering the city‘s buses to be desegregated, but the city
government appealed the ruling to the United States Supreme Court. By the time the Supreme
Court upheld the lower court decision in November 1956, King was a national figure.
In 1959 King visited India and worked out more clearly his understanding of Gandhi's
principle of nonviolent persuasion, called satyagraha², which King had determined to use as his
main instrument of social protest. It must be said that, the major, fundamental goal of the civil
rights movement of the early 1960s was an achievement that black America had never known:
full legal equality. This period coincided with president Kennedy‘s administration being in
power.
Dr. King moved to Atlanta from Montgomery in February of 1960. Early in May, he drove
author Lillian Smith home after her cancer treatment. A cop noticed an interracial couple and
ordered to pull over. Under Georgia rules, a new resident had 90 days to get a Georgia license.
King was still using his Alabama license a few days past that deadline. The cop gave him a
ticket. The judge fined King $25 and put him on 12 months‘ probation. King paid the fine, but
was not told about the probation.
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Early in October, Dr. King was arrested on a sit-in at Rich's Department Store in Atlanta.
The sit-in charges were dropped, but the judge sentenced King to four months in jail for violating
the traffic ticket probation that he did not know about. Contrary to standard legal practice in a
misdemeanor case, the judge refused to let King out on bail pending appeal. In the dead of night,
King was secretly moved to Reidsville State Penitentiary, notorious for its brutal chain gangs and
history of mysterious deaths of Black prisoners.
Anxious family, supporters and staff reached out to everyone they knew, alerting them to
the danger. Both the Kennedy and Nixon campaigns received the information. Nixon did nothing.
John Kennedy made a personal call to Coretta King to offer his sympathy, his brother Robert
called the judge to ask why bail was denied in a misdemeanor case. The judge then granted bail,
and King was released after 8 days incarceration.
A few weeks later, Kennedy defeated Nixon by just.002 of the popular vote - the closest
presidential election in living memory (up to that time). Four years earlier, in the election of
1956, Blacks voted Republican ("the party of Lincoln") by a 60% majority. In 1960, JFK gets
70% of the Black vote. Analysts conclude that it is this dramatic shift in Black votes that gives
Kennedy his narrow margin of victory in several key northern industrial states (he wins the
crucial swing state of Illinois by only 5,000 votes). They attribute this sea-change in Black voting
patterns to his gesture of support for Dr. King (Civil Rights Movement veterans, 2009).
In a speech a month later, Dr. King said:
"It is pretty conclusive now that the Negroe played a decisive role in electing the president
of the United States, and maybe for the first time we can see the power of the ballot and what the
ballot can do. Now we must remind Mr. Kennedy that we helped him to get in the White House.
We must remind Mr. Kennedy that we are expecting him to use the whole weight of his office to
remove the ugly weight of segregation from the shoulders of our nation" (ibid.).
In January 1961, Kennedy, during his inaugural address, promised to fight against the racial
discrimination He promised to end racial inequality. Kennedy appointed black people to many
federal positions, strengthened the Civil Rights Commission. He selected five black federal
judges. In the early 1960s King led SCLC in a series of protest campaigns that gained national
attention. They joined local demonstrations against segregated restaurants, hotels, transport, and
housing. SCLC increased the size of the demonstrations in an effort to create so much dissent and
disorder that local white officials would be forced to end segregation to restore normal business
relations. The strategy did not work in Albany. During months of protests, Albany‘s police chief
jailed hundreds of demonstrators without visible police violence. Eventually the protesters‘
energy, and the money to bail out protesters, ran out.
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In May 1963 King and his SCLC staff escalated anti segregation marches in Birmingham
(the most segregated city), by encouraging teenagers and school children to join. Hundreds of
singing children filled the streets of downtown Birmingham. Police officers confronted activists
with attack dogs and firefighters with high-pressure water hoses against the marchers. Scenes of
young protesters being attacked by dogs and pinned against buildings by torrents of water from
fire hoses were shown in newspapers and on televisions around the world.
During the demonstrations, King was arrested and sent to jail. He wrote a letter from his
cell to local clergymen who had criticized him for creating disorder in the city. In his ―Letter
from Birmingham Jail‖ (1963, April 16th), King explains to them his own position:‖ Injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere… Anyone who lives inside the United States can
never be considered an outsider anywhere in this country‖. Martin Luther King demands their
activity and comments that ―Oppressed people cannot remain oppressed forever. The urge for
freedom will eventually come. This is what happened to the American Negroe‖ (King, 1963)
National reaction to the Birmingham aggression built support for the struggle for black civil
rights. The demonstrations forced white leaders to negotiate an end to some forms of segregation
in Birmingham. Moreover, the protests encouraged many Americans to support national
legislation against segregation.
King and other black leaders organized the 1963 March on Washington, a massive protest
in Washington, D.C., for jobs and civil rights. On August 28, 1963, King delivered his most
famous speech ―I Have a Dream‖, where he demanded the justice for every person. Addressing
black people, he appealed them to continue their fight against injustice, but only with dignity.
The year of 1963, was a beginning of a new era. Of a time, when the promise of democracy
would be fulfilled. ―I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where
they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character‖(King,
1963). He believed that one day all people would be equal.
This march announced a turning point in the civil rights movement and set the stage for the
movement‘s two most important legislative achievements, the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the
Voting Rights Act of 1965.
In 1964 Martin Luther King Jr. received the Nobel Peace Prize. The presenter of the prize,
called him champion of peace. In his lecture ―The Quest for Peace and Justice‖ King says:
―I experience this high and joyous moment not for myself alone but for those devotees of
nonviolence who have moved so courageously against the ramparts of racial injustice and who in
the process have acquired a new estimate of their own human worth‖.
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King believed that in this new era doors of opportunity are gradually being opened to those
at the bottom of society. The shirtless and barefoot people of the land are developing a new sense
of ―some-bodiness‖. (King, 1964)
In 1968 Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated. His death was followed by the violence in
the hundreds of cities. The riots throughout the country showed the point of black frustration and
anger, these riots were signals for the renewed separation of races. Black leadership grew more
confrontational. Blacks began an active search for their own identity.
Blacks demanded special privileges throughout the country to compensate for their past.
Affirmative action gave blacks more than equal access for the time being. It meant goals and
quotas, often given preference to blacks over whites in a competition for certain positions.
People have been nostalgic about Civil rights movement for a number of reasons. The
Impact of the Civil Rights movement on race relation and the nation‘s social Fabric has been
monumental (Williams, 2002, pp.31, 55-66).
2.9. The Civil Rights Movement’s Impact on other Social Movements.
As Meyer & Boutcher argue, although African Americans have been organizing for civil
rights for decades beforehand, the decision in Brown & Board of Education was a national
political breakthrough (Morris, 1984). This crucial decision was in a way a demonstration that a
depressed minority might prevail in the courts, that the usual trappings of power did not
predetermine the results of litigation‖ (Near, 1982). This landmark decision functioned as a
signal of changed political opportunities for African Americans.(Meyer & Bourchter, 2007).
In order to get full and concise perspective of the significance of the Civil Rights
movement, we must provide some information on the impact of the decision on other social
movements. Doubtless to say that social movements play an influential role in culture, public
policy and mainstream politics: they respond to it and influence it. According to Meyer&
Whittier, activists choose strategies they believe to be accessible and potentially effective, and
the outcomes of their efforts, at least as understood by others, shape the opportunities they and
others face in the future (Meyer& Whittier, 1994) .This litigation for the Civil rights activists
perceived this litigation as the best ―prospect for political influence, given the inherent
difficulties of pursuing minority rights in other (majoritarian) institution, as well as the
disproportionate influence that white Southern Democrats enjoyed in both Congress and electoral
politics‖ (Meyer & Boutcher, 2007). The decision in Brown v. Board of Education in a way was
a result of social movement activism, and its interpretation influenced successive movements.
For better illustration, I will, use, some concepts from social movement theory.
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It is assumed that, social movements can influence other movements in two ways:
indirectly in terms of government actions they influence and cultural changes they contribute to
and directly, through shared personnel and coalition politics (ibid.).
It is very important to note that the civil rights movement‘s personnel were the people who
had other, different political concerns, such as, commitments to economic justice, labor
movement and piece. Along with keeping of an essentially steady political world view, activists
of the movement can shift goals and groups in response to the changing political environment,
responding to proximate threats and opportunities (Meyer & Boutcher,2007,p.83).After this
decision and after the peak of the civil rights movement, activists moved to other social
movements, equipped with tactics and views. It is important to underline that, in these new
movements former civil rights movement activists because of their skills, became key, major,
chief players in other movements, such as the student movement, the Free Speech Movement, the
anti-was movement, the women‘s movement, the pro-life movement, local environmental
campaigns (McAdam, 2002).
Doubtless to say that an emergence of the movement, its further growth and influence is
triggered by the political opportunity, political context. According to Meyer, protest movements
change, reshape the structure of political opportunity and ―thus the shape and potential efficacy
of subsequent movements‖ (Meyer & Boutcher, 2007). A movement can make certain policies
more attractive and promising than others for its successors, and create a pattern of potential
government responses and challengers (ibid.). According to McAdam, Tarrow, and Tilly,
―Emulation is a collective action modeled on the actions of others‖ (McAdam, Terrow &Tilly,
2002). For a successful emulation, it is necessary that activists see similarities in their issues with
those they copy. Moreover, they must be confident that the adaptation of the tactics and claims of
others will be successful.
Meyer interestingly illustrates how the civil rights movement, through this famous decision
influenced successive social movement. The implementation of the litigation model of the civil
rights movement was supported by the movement of personnel from the civil rights movement to
successor movements. Experienced young people were eager to return to the communities and
work on the issues of economic justice and on the rights of other minority groups.
To illustrate, Mayer talks about anti-war movement, which was built upon the students
organization who had supported civil rights. There were plenty of lawyers in this movement, who
regarded the Federal judiciary as ―a potential ally‖.
This has been encouraged by the success of Brown for a number of reasons: : a)this
decision, ―put not only school desegregation, but civil rights for African Americans more
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generally, on broad national political agenda‖ (Ibid.80). b)The Supreme Court provided a great
platform, stage for action and activism. It was an independent political institution with a power.
The court could stand against the majority will to ―defend the Constitution and the rights of
minorities: C) Activist had to frame their claims according to the Constitution.
In terms of emulation, the success of NAACP, using the court as its main instrument in the
struggle against discrimination, ―led a range of other interests to adopt litigation strategies‖
(ibid84). Below is the list of social movement groups. Most of them, except the American Civil
Liberties Union were formed as a result of Brown decision:
Organization

Founding

American Civil Liberties Union ACLU

1920

NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund

1940

Center for Constitutional Rights

1966

National Organization for Women

1966

Environmental Defense Fund

1966

Center for Law and Education

1969

National Consumer Law Center

1969

Americans United for Life

1971

Public Citizen

1971

Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund/Earth Justice

1971

Southern Poverty Law Center

1971

Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights

1973

Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund

1973

National Gay and Lesbian Task Force

1973

National Right to Life Committee

1973

Pacific Legal Foundation

1973

Student Press Law Center

1974

Animal Liberation Front

1976

Pension Rights Center

1976

Mountain States Legal Foundation

1977

National Center for Learning Disabilities

1977

National Center for Lesbian Rights

1977

Parent Advocacy Coalition for Educational Rights

1977
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Human Rights Watch

1978

Indian Law Resource Center

1978

Animal Legal Defense Fund
Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund
Animal Rights Coalition

1980

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals

1980

Animal Rights Mobilization

1981

Association of Veterinarians for Animal Rights

1981

Council for Disability Rights

1981

Rutherford Institute

1982

National Organization for Men

1983

Center for Individual Rights

1989

American Center for Law and Justice

1990

American Veterans for Equal Rights

1990

Center for Reproductive Rights

1992

Disability Rights Advocates

1993

Feminists for Animal Rights

1993

AnimalRights.Net

1998

Foundation for Individual Rights in Education

1999

Worker Rights Consortium

2001

Table 2.1
Donald Smith argues that ―civil rights movement in America may be understood best when
it is perceived and analyzed as an effort to establish communication between two dissonant
groups: the have-nots and the haves‖(Smith, 1966.p.379). At least theoretically,, most Americans
believe in equal rights, in the promise of American Dream for everyone. ]
However, there has been a big inconsistence between the theory and practice in the
twentieth century America. Smith argues that this very division and inconsistence has offered
―the greatest possibility for social change in the twentieth century‖ I believe that African
Americans with great virtuosity have used ―communication as an instrument of social
change‖(ibid).
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2.10. The Emergence of Black Nationalism.
2.10.1. Stokely Carmichael and Black Power.
After the assassination of Dr. King Stokely Carmichael declared ―The people who killed
King, had declared the war on us. When white America killed Dr. King they had no reason to do
it at all. He was one man of our race, who taught love and compassion‖ (Carmichael, 1968).
Black violence took the form of rioting in northern inner cities. It must be outlined that, the
positive gains from the civil rights had come mainly to the South. Even though, Northern blacks
had the right to vote, though it was minimal and were not subject to Jim Crow Laws, most of
them lived in poverty. There were law earnings along with high unemployment rate, with limited
opportunities for skilled jobs. From 1964, they went out to the streets, destroying and burning
everything on their way. The culmination was King‘s assassination when 168 cities burst out
rioting.
One of the factors which triggered the rise of the black nationalism in the 1960s, was very
slow progress towards equality for northern blacks. According to, Cleyborne Carson, during the
period from 1955-1965,
―African American political thought, according to this widely accepted narrative, moves
from the reformist, integrationist orientation of King to the revolutionary black nationalism of
Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael and the Black Panther Party. Non-violent civil rights protests
gave way, it is said, to mass movements toward black liberation‖(Carson, 1996, p.116) The
militant Black Panther Party scared everyone with ―its denunciation of the values of white
America‖ (ibid).
However, the movement had several positive effects. Black nationalism instilled and
promoted pride in black history and black culture. By the end of the decade, US colleges and
universities were beginning to institute black studies programs. More black citizens were voting
than ever before, and their voting power was evident: increasing numbers of blacks were winning
election to public office. In 1967 Cleveland‘s voters elected Carl Stokes, the first black mayor of
a major American City (Franklin,1988 ,p.533). By 1969 black representatives were able to form
the Congressional Black Caucus.
In 1966, the chairman of SNCC, after his arrest in the James Meredith ―March Against
Fear‖ chanted the famous words ―We want a black power!‖Carmichael argued that the Black
Power was a better tool to be used in the struggle for civil rights compared to nonviolence
method. The members of SNCC thought that some of the leaders of the movement, were not
―pressing hard enough and might be willing to settle for less than full equality‖(ibid.455). It must
be underlined that by the 1970s, it was quite common for a black group to reject ―offers of white
- 66 -

support‖ (ibid). Carmichael was constantly under the surveillance of FBI, he felt threatened from
the government and in 1968 Carmichael left America and moved to Guinea.
Stokely Carmichael defined the concept of Black Power as ―a call for black people in this
country to unite, to recognize their heritage, to build a sense of community‖(Hamilton,1967).
This meant ―Black leadership for black goals‖ (Franklin, 1988).
Carson argues that ―rather than continuing to develop the radicalism of the early 1960s,
many black power advocates abandoned the radical perspectives that grew out of the civil rights
movement in favor of racial separatist ideologies‖ (Carson, 1996, p.118).
2.10.2. Malcolm X and The Nation of Islam.
The Nation of Islam, or Black Muslims appealed their followers ―for separation from
whites rather than integration and for violence in return for violence‖(ibid.120). The key speaker
for this movement was Malcolm X, known for his critique of the non-violent methods of civil
rights movement. However, Malcolm X was aware that the Nation of Islam was not capable to
offer different choice ―to black people facing vicious white racists in the South‖. (ibid).Moreover
he was aware that his own organization would not reject the opportunity of making deals with
white people for the sake of their own interests. In 1961 despite his criticism of civil rights
activists for working with white liberals, he was sent to Atlanta‖ to negotiate a mutual noninterference agreement with the Ku Klux Klan.
In 1964 when Malcolm X left the Nation of Islam, he established Organization of AfroAmerican Unity (OAAU). Malcolm recognized the radical potential ―of what he called the
grassroots forces of the civil rights movement‖ (ibid.121). For the sake of common interests and
solutions he was ready to forget the past criticism ―I've forgotten everything bad that the other
leaders have said about me. and I pray they can also forget the many bad things I've said about
them‖ On July 31st, 1963, in his letter addressing Martin Luther King Junior, he appealed for the
united front during the racial crises ―If capitalistic Kennedy and communistic Khrushschev can
find something in common on which to form a United Front despite their tremendous ideological
differences, it is a disgrace for Negroe leaders not to be able to submerge our "minor" differences
in order to seek a common solution to a common problem posed by a Common Enemy‖
(Malcolm X, 1963).
In 1965 he was assassinated during his public speech. It is important to underline the fact
that after his death, black power militancy was hostile towards any black leader who
advocated non violent tactics and racial integration, while Malcolm acknowledged that
non-violent tactics were an essential part of any persistent mass struggle.
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An assassination of John Kennedy in 1963, the murder of Malcolm X in 1965, the
murder of quite a number of civil rights activists in the mid sixties, and the
assassination of Martin Luther King in 1968, all of these for many African Americans
have been the symbol of ―the rejection by white America of their vigorous but peaceful
pursuit of equality‖(Franklin, 1988,p.459).
2.10.3. The Black Panther Party
It is a widely known fact that Martin Luther King before his death, had been
extensively criticized by more militant African Americans, arguing that whites would
never act in response to their nonviolent actions. In 1966, Huey Newton and Bobby Seale
organized the Black Panther Party in Oakland, USA, inspired by Malcolm X's call to "freedom,
by any means necessary‖.
The Black Panther Party appealed for full employment, black control of the black
community, decent housing and were fighting against the oppression and brutality.
What differentiated this organization from other political organizations, was that they were
fully focused on their goals. It must be underlined that the founders of this party, Newton
and Seale were the representatives of working class black men. ―They didn‘t share either the
middle class assumptions of the nationalists, or the liberalism of the white left― (Black
Flag.No215). They tried to meet the needs of their own community. The BPP succeeded because
they saw that it was necessary to work out some practical to offer to those communities‘ they
worked in. They succeeded because they put working class communities actual needs above
theory. (ibid). The party became famous during the time, when 30-armed Panthers went to the
California state legislature to protest a new gun control bill. The Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) asserted that the BPP was subversive and dangerous. Every measure have been taken to
weaken this radical organization and by 1980, nothing has been left from the previous ―glory‖.
2.11. Colin Powell and the Military
―I did not want to believe that my worth could be diminished by the color of my skin‖
(Colin Powell, 1995. p.25).
The armed forces were the first institution in the country to be racially integrated.
―Powell thinks, that the youngster should know that‖ Rosa Parks did not ride in the back of
the bus and Martin Luther King did not die so you could call young girls bad names, so that you
could act like a fool, so that you could put stuff up your nose, or so you could stick up
somebody. Now, that is not acceptable. And these people did not die to create these opportunities
for you that you refuse to seize‖ (Gates,2004).
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I strongly believe that America is the land of opportunities, the land of promises. Georgian
immigrants voluntarily emigrate to the United States in search of the better future. While there,
being ready for possible challenges, they try to search for the accomplishment of their dream.
Sometimes the plans change: the promised job opportunity would not work out. However, they
don‘t care were they work, as long as they are paid for it and as long as they are in the United
States and t they are able to send at least some amount to their Georgian families. As for
involuntary immigrants, their fate is much more different.
The first thought that occurs to me, when I look at soldiers, is that these men are lucky and
privileged, because they have the honor to serve, defend their country. They can sacrifice their
lives for the country‘s well being. How impressive!
I suppose it is humiliating for a person, especially for a man to be told that he does not
deserve to serve his country, because it is not his country. Exactly these words were told to
blacks who wished to participate in the war.
For African Americans the emancipation proclamation gave the Civil war the meaning of
liberation. The proclamation gave African Americans the opportunity to enlist in the army and to
contribute. Before this point they were not recruited.
Most of the colonies did not give them the opportunity to enlist in local militias. The
general order of 1775, barred the recruitment of blacks in the Continental Army. In 1792 the
legislation was enacted by the government which excluded blacks from the militias.
Consequently they were not able to serve in the Army as well. This law was the Army‘s ―official
policy‖ from 1792 up to 1862.
As for Navy, here the decision was made not to recruit blacks after World War I, this
decision changed in favor of blacks in 1932.It very important to indicate that, beginning from the
Congress‘s act prohibition dated 1798 up to 1942, no blacks were allowed to enroll in the Marine
Corps.
Nevertheless, it is interesting that African-Americans participated in quite a number of
colonial wars.
African Americans participated in Revolutionary War from the very beginning. In 1775
George Washington permitted the recruitment of African Americans. However, the states of
Georgia and South Carolina refused to sanction them to join militias. From 1775 up to 1781,
African Americans participated in every major battle.
The number of African Americans who served during the Civil War is around 200, 000.
The majority of white troops strongly resisted their recruitment. As Woodward notes, ―...even
after their battle record proved, as Dudley T Cornish says, ―that Negroe soldiers measured up to
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the standard set for American soldiers generally, ―they continued to be discriminated against the
equal pay, allowances and opportunities‖ (Woodward, 1992.p83). This mistreatment lasted
during the whole war.
The Act of Congress, dated July 28, 1866 was a milestone. For the first time, blacks
were allowed to enlist in the Regular Army. Intending to increase the size of the Regular
Army, the number of infantry regiments were increased from nineteen to forty-five and the
number of cavalry regiments from six to ten. Under this legislation, two cavalry and four infantry
regiments "shall be composed of colored men." For the first time in the history of the United
States, regiments composed of black troops were authorized as part of the Regular Army‖
(National Park Service, 2010).
As a reminder, after the Civil war America expanded westward. There was a need for
soldiers in order to protect settlers and the railroads from Indian attacks. ―Although Lt. Col.
George A. Custer's 7th Cavalry Regiment is known for its fights against the plains Indians, the
9th and 10th U.S. Cavalry Regiments also gained fame for their exploits against the Indians, both
on the plains and in the southwest‖ (Gillmore, 2007). These regiments were usually commanded
by white commissioned officers. The troopers of the 9th and 10th cavaliers, the 24th and 25th
Infantry Regiments became known as ―Buffalo Soldiers‖. The Indians distinguished and
respected them a lot for their skills. Even though these people intentionally were given secondrate arms, poor rations, they managed to do their job not properly, but perfectly.
However, these brave men and their accomplishments somehow remained in the shadow in
the history books.
In order to acknowledge their service in Military, in 1980s Colin Powell, after the
accidental encounter with the former Buffalo Man, decided to build the monument for this brave
men. He searched for funds and tried to arrange necessary procedures. Ten years later he had the
honor to attend the unveiling ceremony in the Fort Leavenworth. As Powell recalls, the eighteenfoot-tall statue, ―on horseback, in his coat of blue, eagles on his buttons, crossed sabers on his
canteen, rifle in hand, pistol on his hip, brave, iron-willed, every bit the soldier that his white
brother was‖(Colin Powell, 1995,p.542). ―Yet, the fame and fortune that were their just due
never came. For their blood spent, lives lost, and battles won, they received nothing. They went
back to slavery, real or economic, consigned there by hate, prejudice, bigotry, and intolerance‖.
―Today, I pointed out, African Americans were scaling the barriers, gaining overdue recognition:
I am deeply mindful of the debt I owe to those who went before me. I climbed on their backs. I
challenge every young person here today: don‘t forget their service and their sacrifice; and don‘t
forget our service and sacrifice, and climb on our backs― (ibid). Colin Powell is the first African
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American ever honored to be the head of the Military Machine of Super Powell. The individual
success of a person from a specific community does not necessarily mean the success or
advancement, progress of entire community. However, there are cases when this shift would
serve as, goal for others. I will later discuss some attitudes and During the World War I AfricanAmericans had optimistic anticipations. The war was giving them chance to prove themselves.
However, they were sent to the segregated units. Mostly they performed the duties of cooks,
slaveholders, laundrymen, etc. They were barred from the marines and the Coast Guard. To be
short, Army Jim Crowed them.
African-Americans served with distinction during this war. The 369th U.S.Infantry (all
black, nicknamed "Harlem Hellfighters", served on the front lines for six months, longer than
any other African-American regiment in the war. They fought and won alongside the French
against the Germans during the pitched battles at Chateau-Thierry and Belleau Wood. The
369th's documented exploits on the western front earned it world respect; 171 of its officers and
men received the Legion of Merit. And members of the unit were the first Americans to be
awarded the French Croix de Guerre for valor‖ (Gillmore, 2007).
During the World War II African Americans questioned the aim of their participation
because of their past experience. It‘s important to note that during the war, African-Americans‖
had to conduct a ―Double V‖ campaign. This meant that they were fighting on two fronts: for the
victory in the war and for their rights to be citizens. ―Victory abroad, victory at home‖. It is
important to note that, many events that took place during this period triggered the Civil rights
Movement: actions such as fighting for equal treatment, equal payment, etc. Civil Rights leaders,
regarded the military as the resource for achieving respect and denied rights, as blacks had often
been told that America was not their country. They were regarded as unreliable, unable to
perform military actions. The Marines refused to accept them.
However there were some distinguished black combat troops, such as the Tuskegee Airmen
and the 92nd Division.
The Tuskegee Airmen became one of the highly respected fighting groups in the World
War II. Overcoming segregation and discrimination, their achievements, paved the way for the
military integration, starting from the president Truman‘s Executive Order 9981 of 1948.African
American Daniel "Chappie" James Jr., flew 78 combat missions into North Vietnam during
World War II,. He later became the first four-star African-American general in the U.S. armed
forces.
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It‘s crucial to pay attention to the fact that after the World War II, no African-American
received the Medal of Honor. Only in 1997, President Clinton tried to improve this lapse. He
presented the medals to the families of World War II servicemen.
During the Korean War, 1950-1953 more than 600,000 African-Americans served in armed
forces.
During the Vietnam War Vietnam 1962-1975,African Americans joined the armed forces
in large numbers.
1991-Operation ―Desert Storm‖ was lead by the most-senior officer in the U.S. military.
This person was an African American, Army Gen. Colin L. Powell, the chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff.
Colin Powell at the age 42 became the youngest general in the U.S. Army. He was a
national security advisor appointed by President Reagan in 1987. President George H.W. Bush
appointed him as a chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. In 2000, he was appointed as a
Secretary of State under George W. Bush.
Colin Powell is equally popular among Blacks and whites. Moreover, before the
appearance of Barack Obama on political arena, there was great expectancy for him to run for
presidency. Many people believed that he would easily defeat Al Gore in the 2000 presidential
election. Powell is the most powerful black person in the history of American government.
The son of Jamaican immigrants, Powell grew up in melting pot community in New York
City. Consequently, he never was race conscious. According to Powell, when he joined the
Army, it was an organization ―that said, no, no, no, we‘ve changed m we‘re ahead of the rest of
the society. We don‘t care if you‘re black or blue, we only care if you‘re a good green soldier.
And if you do your best, you watch, you‘ll be recognized. If you don‘t do your best, you‘ll be
punished. And I started out as a black lieutenant but became a general who was black‖(Gates,
2004)
Donald Kinder and Corrine McConnaghy in their article ―Military Triumph, Racial
Transcendence, and Colin Powell‖ tried to analyze Powell‘s popularity ―why is Powell so
popular, and what does his popularity imply for contemporary American politics?‖ (Kinder&
McConnaghy, 2006, p.140). They suggested two possible explanations of Mr. Powell‘s
popularity and success. The first implication is related to the achievement on the battlefield.
―Powell as the victorious general‖ (ibid.). The second implication is related to the racial
progress. However, Powell is an exception, because there always has been prejudice in the
evaluation of other African-American political figures (Jesse Jackson, Carol Mosley Braun, etc.).
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Kinder and McConnaghy analyzed surveys conducted by the National Election Study
(NES) and the National Black Election Study (NBES) (1996).NES presidential study showed
that Colin Powell received the highest ever evaluation by the white Americans, 81, 4 percent.. As
for black Americans it was 69 percent. They gave more favorable evaluation to the Democratic
candidates.: President Clinton got 83,3 percent; Hillary Clinton -75.1 percent, Jesse Jackson
received 71, 2 percent. However, Powell got the highest evaluation among the Republicans from
blacks.
Kinder and McConnaghy, argue that when analyzing ―the Evaluation of Colin Powell, Bill
Clinton and Robert Dole by Social Background‖, they came to the conclusion that even though
people usually disagree on political matters, ―…on the subject of Colin Powell there is almost no
disagreement‖ (ibid.148).
It is very important to note that racial stereotyping plays no role when white Americans rate
Colin Powell. As Abigail Thernstrom argues, ―Powell represents the fulfillment of Martin Luther
King‘s dream: it was the content of his character, not the color of his skin, that people were ready
to judge him by‖ (Powell, 1997,p.544)..
According to Mr. Powell the ―most important thing he can do ―in relation to the black
community and in relationship to myself, is to do the job‖ (Gates, 2006, p.22).
As Sergeant Major Kenneth Wilcox declares, when addressing his soldiers, he underlines
that ―There are no colors, there are no boundaries; all men on the battlefield are brothers‖. ―all
the blood is red‖ (ibid.168).
To summarize, I would like to conclude that of course the Colin Powell‘s case is an
exception. Even now, when Barack Obama has made the history, there is a great gap even among
the members black community, nothing to say about black and white America. Nevertheless,
even these kind of exceptions can lead to the fulfillment of personal dreams, because this is the
very point that distinguishes America from other countries.
2.12. The Leadership Style of Jessie Jackson.
Right after the assassination of Dr. King, Jessie Jackson remembers that he was determined
really, to make the struggle for liberation his life‘s work. (Jackson, Aftermath of King‘s Death).
In 1971, one of the closest friends of Martin Luther King and the leader of civil rights movement,
founded Operation PUSH (People United to Save Humanity, later modified to People United to
Serve Humanity) in Chicago and continued the work of Dr. King. With this organization Jackson
began to struggle for economic equality for African Americans. In a way, he became ―the self
appointed black ambassador to the white business community‖ mildly threatening to boycott the
firms which failed to provide equal opportunities for African Americans. (Franklin,
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1988,p.478).Franklin interestingly notes that in 1981, the Coca-Cola Company was the first firm
which agreed to sign the contract aiming to increase benefits for the black community. Similar
contracts were signed by Burger King, Kentucky Fried Chicken, the Southland Corporation,
Anheuser-Busch, Seven-Up.
In terms of political action and activity, Jessie Jackson advised the members of his
community to use their huge political power.
In 1983 Jackson ran for president for the democratic nomination. However, there have been
some critical remarks from the members of his own community, who occupied the highest
positions in civil organization. Benjamin Hooks from NAACP argued that blacks would loose
their voice in selecting white candidate for the reason that they would vote for a black candidate.
John Jacob, from the National Urban League argued that ―A black presidential candidate would
be a retreat to symbolism and would shatter black expectations‖ (ibid). Inspired by the
participation of blacks in election of Harold Washington as a mayor of Chicago in 1983, and with
an increasing numbers of powerful African Americans at the local level, Jackson did not loose
faith. He believed that mobilization of the power at higher levels would promote the election of
more African Americans in Congress, or ―to make a run for presidency‖. It must be underlined
that many powerful blacks supported his intention to run for president. Jackson argued that his
aim was to persuade his people to register and vote.
The Rainbow Coalition attracted blacks, Latinos, Asian Americans, American Indians, and
poor whites. It served as a symbol of possible unity, where different people had a common
purpose. Jessie Jackson revealed himself as being articulate, intelligent, personable, well
informed citizen during the primaries.
In his second run in 1988, he won Democratic party primaries in 11 states. While most of
his wins were in southern states with large black populations, he managed to win in the whitest
state of the country (Vermont), in another very white state with far different local politics
(Alaska), and a big state outside of the South (Michigan).
In1991, Jesse Jackson was elected Senator of Washington, D.C.,.‖Since then, he has
continued to promote voter registration and lead get-out-the-vote campaigns, believing that
everyone should be encouraged to be a responsible, informed and active voter―.(Rainbowpush.
org.).
Jackson has been supporting different public policy issues: universal health care, equal
administration of justice in all communities, adequate funding for enforcement of civil rights
laws, and for increased attention to business investment in under-served domestic communities (a
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theme that the Clinton administration picked up as the "New Markets Initiative")(ibid). Jessie
Jackson undoubtedly remains active nowadays as well.
It must be defined why Jackson and other African American candidates have not been able
to win the presidential elections prior Obama. The reason is that the support of African American
community is not enough. Even though Jessie Jackson in a way, had achieved successes in the
elections, however the factor which played one of the central parts in his failure was that he had
been concentrating on a single racial group interest, in this case, African American.
Doubtlessly the question whether voters, particularly Whites, can view Blacks generally as
leaders, has a crucial impact on the outcome of elections. Since today the head of the United
States is Barak Obama, it proved that a Black Man is capable of leadership in the eyes of Whites.
What distinguishes Obama from previous African American candidates, is ―his firm support
among African Americans, his broad appeal to White Americans, and his message and approach,
is not premised on the pursuit of racial group interests‖(Mcllwain, 2007,p.64).
2.13. Conclusion: Theoretical Definitions of Leadership.
Theorists have attempted to define leadership over the years. According to Bass, ―There are
almost as many different definitions of leadership as there are persons who have attempted to
define the concept‖ (Bass, 1990, p. 11). According to Norhouse, the central concepts of
leadership can summarized as following:.
(a) Leadership is a process, (b) leadership involves influence, (c) leadership occurs within a
group context, and (d) leadership involves goal attainment‖(Northouse,2004). For Bass more
acceptable is the following definition: ―Leadership is a process whereby an individual influences
a group of individuals to achieve a common goal‖ (Bass, 1990).
I have to underline the fact, that African Americans were excluded from the early
leadership theories and leadership styles. For better illustration, let‘s look in the Great Man
Theory, which was studied in 1869. ―The Great Man Theory supports the view that humans
cannot develop talents they do not have‖ (Cawthon, 1996,p.37). ―No matter how great their
desire to learn, unless they possess certain extraordinary endowments- unless they possess a
talent that can be nurtured and developed they will not be successful in their attempts to lead‖
(ibid.45).
It must be said that when this theory was developed the thought that a Negroe could be a
great man, a leader, was almost unimaginable.
In recent studies of leadership, there are African Americans that are said to have been great
men who had a great impact on the nation and the world by their leadership. These men include
Martin Luther King, Jr., MalcolmX, and Nelson Mandela (Cawthon, 1996).
- 75 -

Advocates of the Great Man Theory believe that regardless of the innate talents potential
leaders might possess, without the timely emergence of situational forces they will not become
leaders: ―Without chaos in the Roman Catholic Church, would Lutheranism exist today? Without
Hitler, would Churchill have continued rambling his way through life‖ (ibid., p.46). This
reasoning leads to another of the early leadership theories the Situational Leadership Theory.
Needless to say, that this theory also did not include blacks. According to Bass ― the leader is the
product of the situation, not the blood relative or son of the previous leader‖.(Bass, 1990, p.38).
Northouse argues that ―situational leadership is a prescriptive approach to leadership that
suggests how leaders can become effective in many different types of organizational settings
involving a variety of organizational tasks. This approach provides a model that suggests to
leaders how they should behave based on the demands of a particular situation‖ (Northouse,
2004, p.106).
Many people had been stereotyping African Americans, believing that they could not be
effective leaders. The reason was the lack of intellectual ability to accurately analyze and
evaluate ‖the various situations that could arise in a given circumstance where they would be
called upon to lead‖(Watson, n.d.).Nevertheless, there are African Americans who proved their
leadership capacities through the situations with which they were presented. ―Without racial
tensions in the south, would Martin Luther King, Jr. have remained an obscure minister in the
South‖ Without apartheid, would Nelson Mandela have ever become the president of South
Africa? Or without being fired because of ethnic features, would Oprah Winfrey be the media
mogul she is today?

(Cawthon, 1996, p. 46).

African American leaders have been regarded as being charismatic - motivators.,
transformational leaders. According to Nothrouse, transformational leadership occurs when ―an
individual engages with others and creates a connection that raises the level of motivation and
morality in both the leader and the follower‖.(Northouse, 2004).
Bass argues, that Jesse Jackson illustrated these charismatic and transformational
tendencies in the 1984 and 1988 presidential election campaigns. Leaders of black movements
focus much on group identity and the need for a sense of community. While leaders in the white
mainstream more often direct their attention to conserving resources and the status quo, leaders
of minorities, such as the blacks, must more often be transformational in their concern for social
change, as well as for unmet social needs for inequalities in the distribution of opportunities.
(Bass, 1990, p. 745).
If we examine the leadership styles of the most famous African American leaders of the
twentieth century, the summery will look as following: Booker T. Washington concentrated on
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economic advancement for his people; W. E. B. DuBois concentrated more on political
advancement, through obtaining the good education. Marcus Garvey exemplified more militant
leadership style and we can undoubtedly conclude that black separatism was borrowed
substantially from his leadership style. Malcolm X, apart from being the representative of radical
wing, could be regarded as a charismatic leader and a Great Man. Martin Luther King, Jr. King,
Jr. is an example of a great man and leader, whose leadership style inspired the Civil Rights
Movement of the 1960s (Watson).Jessie Jackson is a leader, who during the primaries revealed
that African Americans could be articulate, intelligent and competent. I believe that through his
political performance, African American community gained substantially.
As for Colin Powell and Condoleezza Rice, they both are the members of the Republican
Party. Colin Powell played on the offered pitch, and through the military career became the first
Black man, who for the first time in American history served as a Secretary of State, with
strongest support coming from the people with conservative views including moderates who
were Powell‘s chief advocates. Colin Powell for his intellectual contributions to international
education; for his lifetime commitment to fostering opportunities for education and leadership
development of the world's citizens and for his special focus on young people, was awarded the
2004 Fulbright Prize. It must be said that, during the last weeks of Obama‘s presidential
campaign he endorsed Obama. Condoleezza Rice-an academic and Republican politician, grew
up in Birmingham, the most segregated city. She earned her bachelor's degree in political science
from the University of Denver in 1974; her master's from the University of Notre Dame in 1975;
and her Ph.D. from the Graduate School of International Studies at the University of Denver in
1981. She joined Stanford University as a political science professor in 1981. In 1993, she was
the first woman and first African American to become a Stanford provost, a post she held for six
years. Rice is the first African-American woman to hold the post of Secretary of State.
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CHAPTER 3. BARACK OBAMA – A NEW FACE OF AMERICAN
PRESIDENCY.
An introduction of this chapter will touch upon the significance of Barack Obama‘s election
as the nation‘s 44th president. Next I will consider the factor of race in America: whether the
election of Obama put an end to the racial factor in the US. Next I will illustrate the analyzes of
Obama‘s Newspaper Coverage from February 10, 2007-April 27, 2007. Particularly, paying
attention to the frequency of appearance of the word ―leadership‖ when writing about Obama.
Then I‘ll try to analyze the relationships of African Americans with the Presidents of the United
States of America prior the lection of Barack Obama. In my analyzes I will stress more the
relationships of Bill Clinton and African American Community; provide brief analyzes of
Clinton‘s policy. Next I will provide brief analyzes of the controversial figure of George W.
Bush, where I‘ll try to underline his weaknesses rather than strengths. I‘ going to write about his
administration‘s response to Hurricane Katrina. Later I will move to the discussion of the
importance of Barack Obama‘s figure in 2008 elections. I will write about his personal choices
when dealing with his own identity. Then Obama‘s blackness will be discussed, in terms of
questioning it: his untypical background, his mixed-ancestry, opposing Al Sharpton for the US
Senate seat.
Afterwards I intend to write about Obama‘s voters in 2008 election, and what factors
played decisive role while voting.
Then I will provide analyses of Barack Obama‘s domestic and Foreign policy, paying more
attention to the description of significance of his Stimulus Pack. In terms of Foreign affairs, I will
talk about his new approach towards Muslim World. Finally, I will discuss Barack Obama‘s
leadership style
3.1. Introduction.
Does it mean that with the election of Barack Obama the racism is over in the United
States? Does this mean that Martin Luther King‘s dream came true? Certainly, the election of
Barack Obama happened to be in the ―right‖ period., for the reason that American people had
enough from Bush administration: ruined economy, war in Iraq, damaged international reputation
and so forth.
African American people anticipated the possibility of having the president of African
American ancestry, but not so quickly. However Obama has been constantly questioned on his
blackness. Being the child of the biracial couple, some believe that he is not black enough. I
argue that it is his bi-racialness that made his success possible. the mixture of black and white

- 78 -

bore its fruits! Though Obama identifies himself as African American, he never tries to stress the
race factor. He ―is crossing the lines, ethnic lines, race lines. He is a transformational figure‖
(Colin Powell, 2008).
It seems that Barack Obama‘s election as the nation‘s first black president triggered the
interest among our students.
Students perceptions towards the election of Obama.

Figure 3.11.

When the students surveyed were asked whether the election of an African American
president would affect racial issues in a positive way, nearly 37 percent expressed absolute
agreement, whereas 22 percent had an optimistic anticipation.
3.2. Significance of Obama’s Election in terms of Overcoming the Problem of Race in
the USA.
The 2008 presidential election without hesitation can be regarded as historic for the reason
that ―a woman and African American became viable candidates for a major party‖ (Duerst-Lachi,
2008,p.73).
In 2004 Barack Obama claimed this open US Senate seat, once occupied by Carol MoseleyBraun has been the only black Democratic senator since Reconstruction. His presidential
candidacy has triggered and increased the discussions concerning the race in America. According
to Sinclair-Chpamen&Price, his candidacy ‗holds the promise of black efforts to significantly
influence Democratic party policy and presidential policymaking‖ (Sinclair-Chpamen&Price,
2009, p.739). It must be underlined that Barack Obama‘s experience is extremely different from
the experiences of most of the African American people. For these people the realization of the
American Dream is quite distant. Obama- a black man with his experience and achievements,
was the realization of the American dream. Along with approaching ―a national understanding of
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American values‖, Obama followed the pattern of previous black leaders, arguing that the crucial
factors for the equality of African Americans were conservatism, hard work and a sense of
morality.
As mentioned before the civil rights movement had a tremendous impact on the lives of
African Americans. The movement triggered some significant changes that prompted the
increase of the authority of these people in various fields, but especially in local and national
politics. The so called pioneers, people who became urban mayors, congressional representatives,
state legislators formed independent networks and organizations that facilitated the development
of ―autonomous black leadership‖ Before this, black leadership quite frequently had been
regarded as not representing the aspiration of African American community.
Barack Obama‘s presidential campaign, had some common aspects with the previous
African American candidates‘ campaigns along with being different from them. Shirley
Chisholm and Jessie Jackson ran as outsiders. So did Barack Obama. Jackson and Chisholm had
received enormously strong support from college students; so did Obama. Nevertheless, there
were some important details in the case of Barack Obama: Firstly, Obama received a large
support outside of the African American community, far larger than Jackson did. Secondly, even
though he had that outsider status and depended a lot on the black vote, ―His campaign was only
loosely connected to the black community‖ (ibid.740). People who are in charge of the
management mostly were white Democratic Party insiders. Moreover, black voters outside the
state of Illinois almost did know Obama just a year before the commencement of the 2008
primary.
Sinclair-Chapmen&Price argue that, Barack Obama‘s campaign suggested ―a race
transcendent leadership―, that was not connected, tied to the black community (Ibid.). According
to West the race transcendent leader has the capability of unifying ―a diverse coalition of
Americans around a progressive agenda‖(ibid.). The race transcendent leader is a member of
black community, he gains the transcendence by appealing for social justice that is built on a
sense of political struggle, tradition of resistance and anger about the perspectives of black
America (ibid.).
Barack Obama did not attempt to make the black struggle an essentially American struggle.
He equally weighs the ―black demands for the full privileges of citizenship and white resentment
toward those very demands‖ (Sinclair-Chapmen&Price, 2009, p.740). Sinclair-Chapman&Price
argue that with the statement, that ― We are all Americans ―, Obama affirms consensus related to
national values while, disregards ‖structural inequalities that maintain black exclusion and
subordination‖ (ibid).
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As Swarns argues, Obama attempted to develop cross-racial coalitions through underlining
―universal rather than race-based political solutions‖. Even though he supports affirmative action,
he proposed while campaigning that there are situations when poor whites ―should be given
preference over more privileged African Americans‖ (Swarns, 2008).
With the election of African American president, some scholars suggested that the racial
attitudes of whites have transformed and race ―no longer matters.‖ This maybe illustrated by the
fact that, after learning, Barack Obama had almost the same support among white voters as other
Democratic presidential candidates, some political analysts concluded that ―it was as if race did
not matter ― (Schneider, 2008). Plant &Devine wrote that Obama‘s election resulted in a decline
of racial prejudice among Whites (Hutchings, 2009).
It is logical that people had such strong emotions after the 2008 elections, especially, when
analyzing the ―tragic history involving issues of race‖ (Myrdal, 1996;Williams 2003). However,
recent studies proved that racial prejudice, fear and hatred continue to exist among the white
voters. What is more, they influence White opinions and decisions while encountering the black
candidates.
As mentioned before, blacks have been regarded as incapable of leadership. The leadership
factor in presidential politics occupies the central place, since it forms the character of
presidential politics and shapes public opinion about presidents‘ effectiveness (Mcllwain,2007).
As Tullis argues, presidential leadership perceptions and attempts of the presidents to reveal
specific leadership qualities ―through their governance are a primary aspect of the rhetorical
presidency‖ (ibid.65).The latter partially is the governance type where presidents directly appeal
to the people, informing and persuading them about the significance and reliability of ―their
public policy initiatives‖. According to Tullis. this type of relationship increases the significance
to be perceived as a strong leader, above other factors (ibid.).
3.3.Analyzes of Obama’s Newspaper Coverage from February 10, 2007-April 27, 2007
The aspect of leadership as a determinant of a candidates success is related to its actuality
on the public agenda. No doubt that the candidate‘s evaluation depends a lot on a media
coverage. I want to illustrate the analyzes of Barack Obama‘s media coverage since his official
announcing on February 10th, 2007. Here is an assessment of a degree to which ―various aspects
of leadership and race‖ appeared in reports about Obama from February 10, 2007 through the
April 27, 2007.
Six national newspapers were used as the analyzes including New York Times, Washington
Post, L.A. Times, Chicago Sun-Times, Atlanta Journal Constitution, USA Today a. There was
also included one international newspaper, the London Daily Telegraph. The interest of the study
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dealt with the analyzes whether ―leadership‖ was mentioned or not in the headline or in the story,
whether Barack Obama‘s experience and qualifications were discussed, and whether ―race was
mentioned in the story‖ (McIlwain, 2007,p.70).
In the table below, the descriptive analyses illustrates the extent to which the aspects of
leadership and race are presented in newspaper stories. What is crucial, even though ―leadership‖
was rarely mentioned in headlines, it was extensively used ― in the overall reporting on Obama‘s
candidacy‖ (ibid)..
Leadership appeared 44 percent of the time on average. Barack Obama‘s experience was
mentioned in one third of all stories. Almost one quarter of stories openly questioned Obama‘s
experience, leadership and qualifications. Race was mentioned in more than one third of the
stories on average.
Frequency of “leadership Variables” in News Stories
Table 3.2
Newspaper

Leadership

Leadership Experience

Leadership

Race

N

in Headline

in Story

in Story

Questioned

Mentioned

0

59%

47%

35%

41%

17

10%

40%

30%

20%

70%

10

5%

24%

17%

17%

46%

41

25%

25%

0

0

25%

4

Los Angeles Times

38%

63%

50%

38%

25%

8

New York Times

4%

31%

19%

12%

39%

26

0

67%

67%

33%

0

3

12%

44%

33%

22%

35%

Total-

Washington Post
Atlanta Journal
Constitution
Chicago
Sun-Times
London Daily
Telegraph

USA Today
Average

109

Another figure is a graphical illustration of the presence of these variables across the almost
3 months. ―Statistically significant differences between the months of coverage were present for
whether leadership was mentioned in stories (p <.10), whether race was mentioned (p <.05) and
whether Obama‘s leadership was explicitly questioned (p <.05).‖ (ibid, p.72). In February
―leadership‖ was mentioned in stories regularly, in February, in March this frequency decreased,
and increased again in April to levels close to that in February. At the beginning news stories
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focused on ―leadership‖ though the interests towards this topic has declined during these 3-month
period. As for the issue of race, it has been discussed in the stories throughout February, attention
decreased in March and ―fell by almost half in April‘s coverage‖ (ibid).

Figure 3.12
3.4. An Outline of the Relationships of African Americans with the Presidents of the
United States of America prior to Barack Obama.
After analyzing the relationships of African Americans had with the presidents of the
United States of America, we can conclude that, before, Before Barack Obama emerged on the
scene, it was only Bill Clinton who had a special bond with blacks
According to Wickham If we examine the first fifteen presidents of the United Stets, it will
be evident that eight out of fifteen owned slaves. George Washington had hundreds of slaves.
Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson, James Madison, James Monroe, William Henry Harrison,
John Tyler and James Polk were also slaveholders. Before the election of Abraham Lincoln, with
the exception of John Adams and John Quincy Adams, all the people who ran for president were
―proslavery candidates‖. None of them opposed slavery while in the office.
I have already talked about Abraham Lincoln, who with his emancipation Proclamation of
1963, gave freedom only ―to those salves in states and territories under control of the rebel
government of the Confederacy‖ (Wickham, 2002,p.6). This was very clever political move,
which stimulated already existing high expectations in African American community, which later
turned into bitter disappointments.
According to Walton & Smith, Andrew Johnson, Grover Cleveland and William McKinley
can be regarded as ‗‖white supremacist‖ (Walton & Smith, 2000). Chester Arthur is classified,
ranked as ―racially neutral. Rutherford B. Hayes and James Garfield were considered as ―racially
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ambivalent‖. Only Ulysses S. Grant and Benjamin Harrison were classified as ―antiracist‖.
(Wickham, 2002,p.8)..
It was Ulysses Grant, who in 1869 appointed an African American Ebenezer Don Carlos
Basset minister to Haiti. Harrison became the second president who appointed an African
American to a major diplomatic position. He selected and appointed Frederick Douglass as
―charge d‘affaires to Santo Domingo and minister to Haiti‖ (ibid).
Before the election of Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 1932, almost 1600 African Americans
were lynched. It was in 1897, when the Supreme Court in the Plessy v. Ferguson made the
―separate but equal‖ decision. From 1889 to 1910 almost hundreds of thousands southern blacks
underwent through the legal segregation and discrimination. Those who opposed, had been
lynched by the mob.
It is evident that early twentieth century‘s presidents did not give any support to African
Americans in these violent attacks from whites. During the Spanish-American War Roosevelt
was widely backed by experienced black Buffalo Soldiers. In 1912 an election of
Wilson(Democrat) was supported by dissident black Republicans. However none of them tried to
solve the problem of violence and other vulnerable issues.
From 1901 to 1912, Neither Theodor Roosevelt nor William Howard Taft, wasted their
time to s enforce the Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments, These indifferences
made African Americans to support Woodrow Wilson (Democrat) in 1912 presidential elections.
Wilson promised to his African American supporters a just treatment, however he lied. After
becoming president, Woodrow Wilson removed ―African Americans Republican appointees in
the South and replaced them with white Democrats‖ (ibid.9).
Wilson segregated federal agencies in the Washington D.C. His attitude enraged W.
Monroe Trotter and DuBois, who supported the Democrats. They had high hopes for Wilson and
got frustrated, that is why their partisanship.
On November 12, 1914 Trotter with other African Americans headed to the White House.
To meet the president. They argued that segregation did not provide equal citizenship, freedom or
respect. Trotter told Wilson that African American community was disappointed with him,
because of his broken promises.
The response to these accusations was really strange. Woodrow Wilson argued that racial
segregation ―in federal offices was meant to help African Americans, for the reason that they
have been relieved of their dependence on whites‖.
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Before the presidential elections of 1932, the anger of African Americans with the White
House increased. Other three Republicans who succeeded Wilson followed the same path. In
1932 Democrat Franklin Roosevelt became the president with the 30 percent of the black vote.
Not long before the 1936 presidential election, he appointed Mary McLeod Bethune
director of the Office of Negroe Affairs in the National Youth Administration. Bethune was the
founder of the National Council of Negroe women and president of Bethune-Cookman College.
What is crucial here to note is that May McLeod Bethune was the first African American woman
to ―receive presidential appointment‖ (ibid.11). and one of the main figures in the so called black
cabinet. The following were midlevel black appointees: Robert L.Vann, William H.Hastie
(Howard Law School dean) and Robert C. Weaver.
In 1936 Roosevelt received seventy-one percent of African American vote. In 1940 he
received sixty-seven of the black vote and in 1944 he received sixty eight percent of the ballots
cast by African Americans (Bosities, 2000). Even though the number of African American
federal workers increased nearly 300 percent during Roosevelt‘s presidency, it does not mean
that he supported every antiracist initiative. In 1934 Roosevelt did not support antilynching law;
through barring discrimination in federal employment he did not contributed a lot to ending racial
discrimination.
In 1948, Harry Truman (Democrat) issued two executive orders. One was dealing with the
ending of racial segregation in the US military and the other dealt with fair employment
practices. He tried to maintain the balance between the civil rights movement and ―the cold
calculations of presidential politics‖. He was followed by the Republican Dwight Eisenhower,
who was ―a closet segregationist‖. He did not back the Supreme Court‘s 1954 decision ending
the school segregation, consequently not doing anything for its enforcement. However
Eisenhower followed the path of Truman in terms of balancing the situation between the civil
rights movement and the White House. With his decision, an African American Frederic Morrow
became the staff-member of the White House. This event increased Eisenhower‘s popularity
among the African American voters. In the 1956 presidential election Eisenhower won 39
percent of the black vote.
In the 1960 presidential election African Americans voted heavily for John Kennedy,
whose popularity vastly increased in the final weeks of his presidential campaign. He received
sixty eight percent of the black vote. I have already mentioned the fact of his support during the
Martin Luther King‘s arrest on a traffic violation charge. Kennedy selected Robert Weaver to be
the head of the federal Housing and Home Finance Agency. However, though he had
relationships with Martin Luther King and other leaders, he still followed Eisenhower‘s tactics.
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The well known violent incidents that occurred when Freedom Riders were testing the
desegregation orders on transport, reveal an interesting fact. John Kennedy ordered his staff to do
their best ―to mount a behind-the-scenes effort to stop the Freedom Riders from making any
more forays into the South‖ (ibid.14). It was only after a number of attacks when his
administration sent troops to support activists.
In 1963 Martin Luther King was so disappointed with Kennedy that in one magazine
article, he accused Kennedy ―of undermining the civil rights struggle‖ (ibid). In response
Kennedy sent a civil rights bill to Congress, His successor Lyndon Johnson issued the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, which is widely known for its comprehensiveness. I have already talked
about Johnson‘s positive initiatives related to African American community,
Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter- neither of them strived for the advancement of
African Americans.
They had some appointments for the sake of the pose. Jimmy Carter and Gerald Ford
―named a single African Americas to their cabinet‖ (ibid.16). Jimmy Carter appointed African
American woman Patricia Harris as secretary of the Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare. Later, she became head of the Department of Housing and Urban Development. He also
appointed Andrew Young as the US Ambassador to the United Nation.
In 1980, Ronald Reagan succeeded the post of the president. As Wickham argues, Reagan‘s
appeal to voters was in fact an outreach to the white opponents of civil rights, and this effort
made Ku Klux Klan to campaign for Reagan in southern cities. Reagan began criticizing
affirmative action. He appointed Clarence Thomas to the position of the head of the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission, and did nothing for school integration.
George Bush, during his 1988 presidential campaign used an image of Willie Horton, who
was a black convicted murderer. (He raped a white woman). This image was used in his
television advertising against his Democratic opponent Michael Dukakis. Bush declared that
Dukakis was too soft on crime issues.
Even though, George Bush named Luis Sullivan as head of the department of Health and
Human Services and Colin Powell as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, his claim that
Clarence Thomas had enough qualification to replace retiring Supreme Court Justice Thurgood
Marshall was extremely cynical. In fact, Thurgood Marshal was the first African American to
serve on the Supreme Court, appointed by Lyndon Johnson in 1976. He was an icon of the civil
rights movement. Clarence Thomas was complete opposite. As Wickham interestingly notes ―
Thomas climbed the affirmative action ladder all the way to the Supreme Court and then worked
mightily to tear away its rungs‖ (ibid.17).
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3.4.1. Bill Clinton and African American Community.
In 1992 Bill Clinton was elected., who is widely known for his special bonds with African
American community. Prior Obama, Clinton has been regarded as the nation‘s first black
president by some people. Before providing short analyzes of Clinton‘s accomplishments, it
wouldn‘t be uninteresting to consider his administration‘s black appointees:
Table 3.3
CABINET OFFICERS
Jesse Brown

Secretary of Veterans Affairs

Ronald H. Brown

Secretary of Commerce

Mike Espy

Secretary of Agriculture

Hazel O'Leary

Secretary of Energy

Togo West

Secretary of Army and
Secretary of Veterans Affairs

Alexis Herman

Secretary of Labor

Rodney Slater

Secretary of Transportation

Lee P. Brown

Director, Office of National Drug
Control Policy (Drug Czar)

SUBCABINET APPOINTEES
David Satcher

Department of Health and

Surgeon General

Human Services

Eric Holder

Department of Justice

Deputy Attorney General
Robert Mallet

Department of Commerce

Deputy Secretary
Clifford Wharton Jr.

Department of State

Deputy Secretary
Walter Broadnax

Health and Human Services

Deputy Secretary
James Johnson

Department of Treasury

Undersecretary for Enforcement
Shirley Watkins

Nutrition and Consumer Affairs

Undersecretary of Agriculture
for Food
Cheryl Shavers

Department of Commerce

Undersecretary for Technology
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Carla Faison

Department of the Treasury

Undersecretary
Ronald Noble

Department of the Treasury

Undersecretary for Enforcement

Edwin Dorn

Department of Defense

Undersecretary, Office of Personnel
& Readiness
James Klugh

Department of Defense

Deputy Undersecretary, Logistics
Charles Baquet

Peace Corps

Deputy Director
Emmett Paige

Department of Defense

Assistant Secretary, Command,
Control
Communication & Intelligence
Rodney McCowan

Department of Education

Assistant Secretary, Human Resources
& Administration
Sharon Robinson

Department of Education

Assistant Secretary,
Ed., Res., & Improvement
Archer L. Durham

Department of Education

Assistant Secretary, Human Resources
Avis LaVelle

Health and Human Services

Assistant Secretary, Public Affairs
Wardell Townsend

USDA

Assistant Secretary, Administration
Shirley Watkins

US DA

Assistant Secretary,
Food & Commercial Service
Helen T. McCoy

Department of Defense

Assistant Secretary,

Army

Financial Management
Cyril Kent McGuire

Department of Education
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Assistant Secretary
Leslie Turner

Department of the Interior

Assistant Secretary,
Territorial & International Affairs
Clarence Irving Jr.

U.S. Department of Commerce

Assistant Secretary,
Communications & Information
Joan Logue-Kinder

Department of the Treasury

Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs
Marilyn Davis

Housing & Urban Development

Assistant Secretary, Administration
Bernard Anderson

U.S. Department of Labor

Assistant Secretary,
Employment & Training Administration

Deval Patrick

Department of Justice

Assistant Attorney General,
Office of Civil Rights
Reginald Robinson

Department of Justice

Deputy Assistant Attorney General,
Justice Programs
James Lewis

Department of Energy

Director,
Office of Minority Economic Impact
Robert Stanton

Department of Interior

Director, National Park Service
Clyde Hart Jr.

Department of Transportation

Administrator,
Maritime Administration
David Andrews

Department of State

Legal Adviser
Vivian Derrych

Agency for International Development

Assistant Administrator
Cassandra Wilkins

Health & Human Services
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Commissioner, SSA
Jeffrey Rush Jr.

USAID

African American believed that Bill Clinton did not support them for the sake of gaining.
votes. They claimed that he was really interested in their lives. Clinton identified with them and
was one of them.
In 2001 when his presidency ended, he moved his office to Harlem., where he was widely
welcomed. However there are people who believe that his relationships with African American
community is more ‗style than substance‖. Some are sure that he had this special connections
with this specific community. Bill Clinton was the first American president who traveled to subSaharan Africa, and who publicly apologized for slavery. Some African Americans believe that
Clinton‘s popularity is the consequence of those 12 years under Reagan (8years)and Bush(4
years)- that made African Americans feel like they were being stifled with ―neglect and
insensitivity‖ (ibid.25).
As seen above, Clinton‘s appointments played central role in increasing his popularity
among blacks. As Joseph Lowery argues, Clinton promised to have an administration that looked
like America and he did (ibid.). Another important factor that drew sympathies towards him, was
Clinton‘s position on affirmative action, ―mend it, don‘t end it‖.
Clinton‘s charisma, his personal qualities were of great significance also. His convincing
speaking qualities played one of the decisive roles in assessing his personality. Some members of
African American community paid attention to his ability of playing the saxophone. During the
scandal with Monica Lewinsky, he appealed to Vernon Jordan and Jesse Jackson. President
Clinton turned to African Americans when he needed support. Some members of black
community said that as long as presidents are human beings they have their own private lives too.
Lewinsky scandal did not impress them, since they are not hypocritical. African Americans stood
by him during his impeachment.
Bill Clinton unlike George W. Bush knew that Africa is a continent and not a country.
Clinton cared about African Americans in reality, whereas Bush, as New York Attorney, Johnnie
Cochran has remarked, ―when it comes to black people, can‘t get his geography right‖ (ibid.41).
Bill Clinton identified with the issues that were vital for African American community:
education, economical problem, health care. However some of his policies have not been
supported by blacks: for example, crime bill, welfare reform.
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During Bill Clinton‘s presidency the economy ―lifted off‖ and the economic conditions of
African Americans were the best in their history. ―The unemployment rate went down to record
lows, their labor force participation rates rose to a record high‖ (ibid.52).
It must be said that During Bill Clinton‘s presidency, economic progress of African
Americans was not gradual, it was considerable and rapid. Black unemployment rate dropped
from two figured number to 7 percent.
As Bill Campbell, Mayor of Atlanta, recalls, Clinton gave the chance to African Americans
to prove themselves. More African Americans served in Bill Clinton‘s cabinet, African
Americans were appointed as department heads, he appointed African American Judges.
Through these means, he gave black people real power positions that allowed them to make the
important decisions. Decisions that were vital for the members of their own community. All these
appointments gave ―sense of pride‖ to African American community (ibid.58).
What he has accomplished in urban America deserves enormous respect as well. The
changes were advantageous for everyone. I mean drop in the crime rates, Clinton financed the
programs that allowed to employ more people and redevelop run-down areas.(0.59) It must be
underlined that during Clinton‘s presidency there has been the largest drop in African American
unemployment, the greatest increase in African American homeownership, and the greatest
increase in African American entrepreneurship.
3.4.2. Accomplishments of Bill Clinton
For better understanding the above stated perceptions, I will list down accomplishments of
Bill Clinton.
The first thing that comes to mind when thinking about him is the economical factor, for the
reason that ―In February 2000, the United States entered the 107th consecutive month of
economic expansion - the longest economic expansion in history‖(Clinton‘s Accomplishments).
When considering the advancements in economy made by Clinton‘s administrations, I
particularly mean: Moving From Record Deficits to Record Surplus. In 1992, the deficit was
$290 billion, a record dollar high. In 2000, Clinton‘s administration had a projected budget
surplus of $167 billion - the largest dollar surplus on record (even after adjusting for inflation)
and the largest as a share of US economy since 1951 (ibid).
It was during his administration when 21.2 million new jobs had been created since 1993.
92 percent (19.4 million) of the new jobs have been created in the private sector, the highest
percentage in 50 years. Under President Clinton the economy has added an average of 248,000
jobs per month, the highest under any President. This compares to 52,000 per month under
President Bush and 167,000 per month under President Reagan. There were significant shifts in
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unemployment rate. It went down from 7.5 percent in 1992 to 4.1 percent in March 2000 - nearly
the lowest unemployment rate in thirty years. The unemployment rate has fallen for seven years
in a row, and has remained below 5 percent for 33 months in a row. African American
unemployment has fallen from 14.2 percent in 1992 to 7.3 percent in March 2000 -the lowest rate
on record. The unemployment rate for Hispanics has fallen from 11.6 percent in 1992 to 6.3
percent in March 2000 - and in the last year has been at the lowest rate on record. For women the
unemployment rate was 4.3 percent in March 2000 - nearly the lowest since 1953. (ibid). Another
crucial accomplishment was the highest percentage of homeownership in history. In 1999, the
homeownership rate was 66.8 percent - the highest ever recorded. Minority homeownership rates
were also the highest ever recorded.
There were major shifts in poverty rate: It has fallen from 15.1 percent in 1993 to 12.7
percent in 1998. That's the lowest poverty rate since 1979 and the largest five-year drop in
poverty in nearly 30 years (1965-1970). The African American poverty rate has dropped from
33.1 percent in 1993 to 26.1 percent in 1998 -the lowest level ever recorded and the largest fiveyear drop in African American poverty in more than a quarter century (1967-1972). The poverty
rate for Hispanics is at the lowest level since 1979, and dropped to 25.6 percent in 1998. Under
Clinton‘s Administration, child poverty rate had undergone major changes as well: it declined
from 22.7 percent in 1993 to 18.9 percent in 1998 -- the biggest five-year drop in nearly 30 years.
The poverty rate for African-American children has fallen from 46.1 percent in 1993 to 36.7
percent in 1998. This level was still high, but it has been the lowest level in 20 years and the
biggest five-year drop on record.
Other accomplishments of Clinton‘s administration are:


Raised education standards, increased school choice, and doubled education and training

investment.


Largest expansion of college opportunity since the GI Bill



Connected 95 percent of schools to the Internet.



Lowest crime rate in 26 years, since 1973.



Enacted most sweeping gun safety legislation in a generation



Family and Medical Leave Act for 20 million Americans



Smallest welfare rolls in 32 years.



Higher incomes at all levels. After falling by nearly $2,000 between 1988 and 1992, the

median family‘s income rose by $6,338, after adjusting for inflation, since 1993. African
American family income increased even more, rising by nearly $7,000 since 1993. After years of
stagnant income growth among average and lower income families, all income brackets
- 92 -

experienced double-digit growth since 1993. The bottom 20 percent saw the largest income
growth at 16.3 percent.


Lowest teen birth rate in 60 years



Lowest infant mortality rate in American history



Deactivated more than 1,700 nuclear warheads from the former Soviet Union



Protected millions of acres of American land.



Paid off $360 billion of the national debt



Converted the largest budget deficit in American history to the largest surplus

Thanks in large part to the 1993 Deficit Reduction Act, the 1997 Balanced Budget Act, and
President Clinton‘s call to save the surplus for debt reduction, Social Security, and Medicare
solvency, America has put its fiscal house in order. The deficit was $290 billion in 1993 and was
expected to grow to $455 billion by this year. Instead, the country got a projected surplus of $237
billion.


Lowest government spending in three decades

Under President Clinton federal government spending as a share of the economy has decreased
from 22.2 percent in 1992 to a projected 18.5 percent in 2000, the lowest since 1966.


Lowest federal income tax burden in 35 years.



Most diverse cabinet in American history

The President has appointed more African Americans, women and Hispanics to the Cabinet
than any other President in history. He appointed the first female Attorney General, the first
female Secretary of State and the first Asian American cabinet secretary ever. (The Clinton
Presidency: Key Accomplishments).
3.5. The Controversial Figure of George W. Bush.
After George W. Bush stepped into the office, people questioned themselves whether they
have been too tough on Bill Clinton. Some even argued that his private life had nothing to do
with his performance in the government. Therefore, it seems that they have regretted their harsh
appeal towards him.
I believe without the presidency of George W. Bush, Obama miracle would not be possible
for the reason that his vital mistakes in domestic and foreign policy of the United States of
America in a way triggered an ascendance of Barack Obama‘s candidacy. For better illustration
I‘ll bring into light some facts about facts from Bush‘s political failures.
Initially, the candidature of the 43rd president of the United States of America has been a
subject of controversy. In 1999 he announced that he would run for president. George W. Bush
competed with John McCain, Elizabeth Dole, Steve Forbes and John Kasich. Bush ―rode on a
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platform of a compassionate conservative, tax cut, more military/education funding and by the
end of the race it was just him and a slightly more to the left John McCain‖ (Politics eZine,2010)
Initially, John McCain was more popular, however George Bush made him to ―look like‖ as
being too sympathetic to liberals, since McCain talked about bipartisanship and working with
Democrats.
Presidential Election of 2000 has been widely known for its scandal. During the
presidential campaign he highly disapproved of his Democratic opponent Al Gore‘s position
concerning issues of the environment, gun control and taxes. ―The election polls were very close
and it was a tight race‖(ibid). The scandal that occurred in the state of Florida dealt with the
voting irregularities. The governor of Florida was Jeb Bush (brother of George Bush).The reason
for ―voting irregularities were due to a faulty machine ballot count and approx. 90,000 African
Americans who weren't allowed to vote because they had the same names of criminals living in
other states. Their names were compiled by a company called DBT Choice, which was
contracted by Jeb Bush, his secretary of state Katherine Harris and Clayton Roberts from the
Florida department of elections and paid $2.3 million to track and remove criminals from the
voter list. By law they DBT was supposed to verify the list is accurate, but never did‖.(ibid.)
Finally, George Bush won by 537 votes in Florida, which made it possible to win the election.
Despite the protest of African American voters who tried to defend their voting rights, Al Gore
acknowledged George Bush‘s victory.
According to Wroe & Herbert, opinion polls showed that Bush was ―the second most
unpopular president in history‖(Wroe&Herbert, 2008). His wide unpopularity had its reasons:
After 9/11 George Bush did his best to ―to push the War on Terrorism‘s invasion of Iraq‖,
claiming that there were the Weapons of Mass Destruction. As it turned out all the accusations
were false, they were made for the sake of obtaining the Senate approval to invade Iraq. In 2003
The US soldiers ―crushed Iraqi forces‖ but were not successful to keep the peace. ―Iraq has
become embroiled in a civil war between Sunni and Shia Muslims, and the war has bankrupted
the US treasury‖ (Politics eZine,2010). Vietnam is remembered as Lyndon Johnson‘s war; Iraq
will likely be Bush‘s Vietnam (Wroe & Herbert, 2009).
Despite this, Bush managed to win 2004 elections. Some people claim that, they were
afraid to change the horses in the midstream, with two wars had been carried on in the country.
When talking about Bush‘s administration weaknesses, American people mention
Hurricane Katrina catastrophe as well, that happened in August 2005. The response to the
destruction was visible indifference of George Bush‘s administration. Almost 2,000 people died,
mostly of them were African Americans, who drowned. The response has been so slow, that a lot
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of people and even some celebrities, like Kanye West declared that ―Bush doesn't care about
black people" (ibid). The year of 2005 was a freshmen year of Barack Obama in the US senate.
He was moved by the ―enduring television images of thousands of mostly black, mostly poor
people who had lost their homes and their livelihoods in the storm‖(Mendell, 2008,p.316). When
he was asked to give his opinion on the remark made by Kanye West, Obama gave measured
answer. He admitted that race factor played a role in response to Hurricane, however he did not
use ―shrill and angry language that gives whites such great discomfort‖ (ibid). I must underline
that Barack Obama‘s answer differed from the attitudes revealed in the answers of older
generations black leaders. Louisiana Superdome served as a home for thousands of survivors.
These people were left without supplies for days. Cornel West, Princeton University professor
sarcastically evaluated the situation as ―From slave ships to the Superdome was not that big a
journey‖(West, 2005). The Reverend Jesse Jackson compared the Superdome to the ―hull of a
slave ship‖(Mendall, 2008.p.319).
Another calamity that stained George‘s Bush‘s reputation was economic. George W. Bush
wanted a $1.6 trillion tax cut, but Senate objected and he ―only pushed through a $1.35 trillion
tax cut program aimed at the rich and upper class‖(Politics eZine,2010). The consequence of
Bush's tax cuts contributed to budget deficits, raising the US National Debt to $10.9 trillion by
the time he left office on January 20th 2009.
Under George W. Bush the American economy stagnated with an average real GDP growth
of 2.3% (GDP growth in the USA is usually 4 to 5%). Joblessness by the end of Bush's reign had
spiked to a 16 year high with an average unemployment rate of 5.2%. The poverty rate rose from
11.7% in 2001 to 14.3% in 2008. Child poverty -to 21.9% (2006) (ibid.).
3.6. Barack Hussein Obama –Milestone Presidential Candidate in 2008.
Barack Hussein Obama was indeed a milestone presidential candidate for those, who felt
that the United States of America was sharply polarized.
To some Americans an election of mixed race man, Barack Obama, who is black
identified., embodies the end of racism and prejudice based on race. However, As Nelson argues,
―America remains deeply invested in identitarian politics and race more specifically‖ (Nelson,
2009). On the one hand, some people voted for Barack Obama because of his race, on the other
hand, others did not do so for the same reason (Crispin Hull, 2008). When politics and power are
concerned, race has always been an important factor in America.
Barack Obama confessed that he has had to make private race-based identity choices
(Nelson, 2009, p.745). He claims that he is a black man in the United States of America. Of
crucial significance is the fact that, among all the main presidential candidates only Barack
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Obama ―was asked to be all things to all people‖ (ibid.746). It has been ironic that sometimes he
blackness was questioned, at other times he was too black.
Some people had discussed that part of the appeal of Barack Obama as the first black
President was that he has been from Miscegenation. This idea has been widely talked about not
only in America, but around the world. Barack Obama, with his middle name-Hussein, with his
mixed origin and race, could be regarded as placed ―on several continents-Africa, Europe, Asia,
and North America. Kenyans had the reason to see themselves in Obama, as well as Indonesians.
Many people in the Arab world appreciated not only his middle name, but also his anti-Iraq war
stance‖ (ibid.747).
It must be defined that Barack Obama‘s opposition to invading Iraq played crucial if not
decisive role in 2008 presidential elections. In fact, he delivered his anti-war speech, while he
was not announced as candidate for the Senate yet, in October, 2002. Moreover, he opposed the
war when Bush‘s favorable rating was very high. ―Polls showed that most Americans supported
him (Bush) if he ultimately deemed the invasion to be in the best interests of the country‘s
foreign policy?‖( Mendell, 200,.p.172).The decision to protest the war was part of political
calculation Obama made, hoping to benefit among Democrats (ibid, 174). At the same time, US
senator, with presidential ambitions –Hillary Clinton, John Kerry, John Edwards, would choose
the opposite course.(ibid). The decision made by Barack Obama would bear its fruits in the
future. In his anti-war speech, Barack Obama stressed that he was not opposed to ―all wars‖, but
he was opposed to a dumb war. A rash war. ‖A war based not on reason but on passion, not on
principle but on politics‖ (Ibid.). In 2007 these words and speech itself looked as prophetic.
Barack Obama expressed concern that the war ―would be of undetermined length, at
undetermined cost, with undetermined consequences‖(ibid.175). Barack Obama regarded this
speech as one of his best and difficult speeches. It was during this specific speech, when the
future US Senator and the president of the United States of America, said exactly what he truly
believed (ibid. p.174).

3.7. Barack Obama and Blackness.
As Nelson suggests, Barack Obama, despite the fact that Obama ―was never the likeliest
candidate for the Presidency‖ and his campaign ―did not start with much money or many
endorsements‖ (Nelson, 2009,p.749), Obama regards his rising to presidency, as the fulfillment
of American Dream, and the achievement of this dream was ―the actual melding of black and
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white, foreign and local, young and old‖ (Ibid.750).Consequently, Barack Obama perfectly was
aware that he was more than black.
Before his election, Obama made personal identity choices. In Dreams From My Father,
Barack Obama wrote about his attempt to ―corroborate the nightmare vision‖ of Blackness in
America painted by the friend (Obama, 2004).‖When he read Baldwin, DuBois, Ellison, Hughes,
Wright and Malcolm X, he tried to find himself in their words‖(ibid. 85-86). The Autobiography
of Malcolm X had a great impact on young Barack Obama. As a politician Obama avoided
quoting Malcolm, for he‘s been too militant and revolutionary figure. But during his teens ―Only
Malcolm X‘s autobiography seemed to offer something different. His repeated acts of selfcreation spoke to me‖ (ibid). When Barack Obama challenged his friend of not Reading
Malcolm X‘s biography, he heard his friend saying ―I don‘t need no books to tell me how to be
black‖ (ibid.87). In a way he felt a pain from being rejected by blacks. In Dreams from My
Father, Obama wrote about his quest of his individuality, racial identity. He was deeply hurt by
the prejudice expressed by his grandmother.
The teenage years are the time when boys start to create their ―adult persona‖ (Mendell,
2008, p.44). They start interacting with the community. Fathers usually are the role models for
their sons. From this standpoint, Barack Obama, or Barry had much more in common faith than
other African American teenagers: ―he lacked a father in his life to counsel him through these
confusing years‖. As Obama recalls, he started to follow the ―exaggerated stereotypes of black
male behavior‖ (ibid). He did not pay attention to books, played a lot of sports, specifically,
basketball, and commenced his search for respectability. (ibid) He even grew Afro (African
hairstyle) and made himself too visible in an urban black way. Moreover he started using drugs.
As he recalls in the discussion with David Mendell, he was heading to become ―Junkie,
Pothead.‖ which was the ―final, fatal role of the young, would-be black man‖. However, this
obsession did not last long. As it can be seen, even though Barack Obama realized that being
black was not easy, he intentionally decided to ―take on this identity‖ (Nelson, 2009, p. 752).
When writing about the issue of skin-color, one episode from Obama‘s book crosses my
mind. it is an episode where Barack Obama of the age of 9, while living in Indonesia came across
the photo of the man, who tried to change his skin color and had undergone the chemical
treatment., that left horrifying traces. ―There were thousands of people like him, black men and
women back in America who‘d undergone the same treatment in response to advertisements that
promised happiness as a white person‖ (Obama, 2004, p.21).
Nelson believes that black person has to negotiate his own identity in a predominant white
world (Nelson, 2009,p.752). According to DuBois, people who are not of white ancestry and who
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happen to work or live in dominant white world obtain ―double-consciousness, ―…This sense of
always looking at one‘s self through the eyes of others, of measuring one‘s soul by the tape of a
world that looks on in amused contempt and pity‖ (DuBois,1996,p.365).
Consequently, Barack Obama being aware of some uneasiness felt by other people while
interacting with blacks, tried to propose his identity to others at ease. Even his mother has been
the subject to this kind of treatment:
―I had learned: People were satisfied so long as you were courteous and smiled and made
no sudden moves. They were more than satisfied: they were relieved such a pleasant surprise to
find a well mannered black man who didn‘t seem angry all the time‖ (Obama, 1995, pp.94-95).
This racial compromise is a part ―of the legacy of blackness in America‖ (Nelson.2009). In
his Book, Barack Obama tells his own story, the story of struggle and effort to find a place in a
society. This journey definitely included the ―articulation of racial identity‖ (ibid.753).
As mentioned before, Barack Obama is a son of white woman from Kansas and black man
for Kenya. It must be stressed that it was his mother who revealed to Obama the aspects of black
community; particularly their history.
She talked to his son about the civil rights movement, about Martin Luther King. Obama
listened to Mahalia Jackson, to the recordings of Martin Luther King. She taught him to be pride
of his ancestry. It was ―a beneficiary of a great inheritance, a special destiny, glorious burdens
that only we were strong enough to beat‖(Obama, 2004, pp.50-51).
Barack Obama‘s presidency leads to the question whether white people identify with him or
not. On the one hand, many whites who voted for Barack Obama might consider themselves as
not being racists. Nevertheless it does not mean that the people are post-racial. This kind of
reasoning leads us to the Bell‘s ‗interest convergence‖ theory, where he wrote:
―Successful blacks serve white interests by providing the rationalizing link between the
nation‘s espousal of racial equality and its practice of racial dominance. The nation‘s unspoken
and totally facetious maxim is that with self-improvement, the opportunity is available for all
blacks to be successful‖(Bell, 1976, pp.5-6).
According to this viewpoint, African Americans who occupy important positions,
consciously or unconsciously ―have cut a deal‖ with white dominant power (Nelson, 2009).
According to Shelby Steele, African Americans who have strong, powerful positions in the
society are ―bargainers‖. These type of people in a way negotiate with whites‖ I will not rub
America‘s history of racism in you face, if you will not hold my race against me‖ (Steele,2007).
In turn white Americans treat these people with warmth and even with affection.(ibid). When
examining Barack Obama‘s candidacy in 2007, Steele referred to him as bargainer, saying that
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―Obama –like Oprah- is an opportunity for whites to think well of themselves, to give themselves
one of the most self-flattering feelings a modern white can have: that they are not racist‖. (ibid).
Steele argued that Barack Obama managed to relate, ―bargainer‘s‖ charms to politics. Al
Sharpton (former African American candidate for president) and Jessie Jackson were not credible
since they lacked charm, typical of ―challengers‖. ―Even given white guilt, no one wants to elect
a scold‖ (ibid.).
Though Barack Obama identified himself as black, in 2008 in his speech ―A More Perfect
Union‖, he situated himself ―as a black man at many identity intersections‖ (Nelosn,
2009.p.756).Declaring that he was a son of a white woman and Kenyan black man, and that he‘
had been raised by white grandparents; he went to the best schools in America, but at the same
time lived in the world‘s poorest nations (Indonesia). He was married
―to a black American, who carries within her the blood of slaves and slaveowners-an
inheritance we pass on our two precious daughters. I have brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews,
uncles and cousins, of every race and every hue, scattered across three continents, and for as
long as I live, I will never forget that in no other country on Earth is my story even possible.
It‘s a story that hasn‘t made me the most conventional candidate. But it is a story that has
seared into my genetic makeup the idea that this nation is more than the sum of its parts-that
out of many, we are truly one‖ (Obama, 2008).
3.7.1. Obama’s Blackness Questioned.
From the very beginning of Barack Obama‘s campaign for the president, the commentators
and observers asked the question whether Obama was black enough or not. Somehow no one
questioned John McCain‘s whiteness or blackness, or Hillary Clinton‘s and Sara Palin‘s.
Moreover, it was Barack Obama who was expected to speak about the issues of race and identity.
Nelson interestingly suggests that it occurred that Barack Obama alone ―owned race and
racialization in a way that no other candidate did‖ and ―as a man whose identity occupies the
nexus of black and white, much more identity-based reassurance has been asked of Obama
(Nelson, 2009.p.757).
Barack Obama‘s blackness was questioned long before his campaign for the president of
the United States of America. In 2000 Barack Obama attempted to challenge African American
Bobby Rush In Democratic Primary for Congress seat. (Obama lost this race. Bobby Rush
received 60 percent of the vote, whereas Barack Obama got 31 percent). By making this decision,
Barack Obama made a big political miscalculation. Thinking that Bobby Rush was an aging
politician, Obama had an ambition to replace him, claiming that he was a young man with new
vision and enthusiasm.
- 99 -

Bobby Rush had been in the Congress since 1992 He was a 1960s civil rights activists,
former member of Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and a devoted
follower of Stokely Carmichael. Influenced by Carmichael‘s ideas, Bobby Rush became the head
of Illinois Black Panther Party. The party‘s mantra was ―Power to the People‖. After the Black
Panther Party disappeared from the public scene, Rush served in the city council during the
Harold Washington.
When 38 year old Barack Obama in a way made a run on Bobby Rush, who was a person
with impressive past, and who was 52, the black political world did not accept this move. African
Americans did not understand his motives for unseating the elder black politician. It was this
time when some African Americans began to question his blackness. During the 2008 campaign
for the president people witnessed other reactions that were based on race. People were moved to
tears even from the thought that Obama could be the president of the United States of America.
Media covered the stories of those people who never who never hoped to witness the possibility
of electing the black president. Personally I was not surprised at all, after having explored the
past of black people in the United States of America.
On the other hand, media also covered the news related to Black nationalists accusing
Obama of paying less attention to black issues. Again it was odd enough that nor John McCain,
nor Sarah Palin, or Hilary Clinton had been criticized for their negligence to‖ the needs of any
communities of color‖ (ibid.). The picture was that all the candidates got a ―racial pass‖ except
Obama. Barack Obama being biracial, was obliged to deal with black and white issues.since he
embodied them.
Barack Obama‘s mixed heritage could be an indicator to the ―triumph of color blindness
over racism‖ for some Americans.
According to Steele, Obama‘s mixed-race heritage was politically significant. Obama
embodied
―the idealism that race is but a negligible human difference. Here is the radicalism,
innate to his pedigree, which automatically casts him as the perfect antidote to America‘s
exhausted racial politics. This is the radicalism by which Martin Luther King Jr. put
Americans in touch-if only briefly-with their human universality. Barack Obama is the
progeny of this idealism, to both segregation and identity politics –any form of collective
chauvinism ‖ (Steele, 2007).
Nelson argues that America offer Barack Obama ―as evidence of the new face of America‖.
New York Times reporter, Thomas Friedman, wrote that ―and so it came to pass that on
November 4, 2008,shortly after 11 p.m. Eastern time, the American Civil War ended, as a black
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man-Barack Hussein Obama –won enough electoral votes to become president of the United
States. The Civil War is over. Let reconstruction begin ‖( Friedman, 2008).
According to Malcomson, Barack Obama‘s untypical background, together with his elite
education and ―his credentials as the first African American Harvard Law Review president,
made him an African American candidate who was not stereotypically African American‖
(Malcomson, 2004). This comment was made on the attitudes of some whites towards Barack
Obama, since they liked him because he was not black in usual way (ibid.).
It must be underlined that African American need to overcome ―stereotypical blackness‖,
in order to ―transcend a negative racialization‖ (Nelson, 2009). Barack Obama‘s bi-racialness
differentiates him form Al Sharpton and Jesse Jackson. These are black men of slave stock, who
have been rejected very simply as being too black, consequently dangerous and hostile. For many
whites, these men are always talking about the race issues and civil rights.
There are group of people, who regard Barack Obama as alien.
It must be noted that Barack Obama tried to present his blackness very carefully, paying
attention to details :―His caution is evident from the way he shifts and searches the language as
he speaks, stepping around words that might push him into the danger zone. These maneuvers are
often painful to watch. The troubling part is that they are necessary‖ (Steele, 2007). To be more
clear, Barack Obama was aware that there was very narrow line between his acceptable
blackness and threatening blackness for white voters. As Nelson argues, on the one hand Obama
had to represent race and reject it on the other (Nelson, 2009, p.766).
The race scholars, mostly had pessimistic expectations on Obama‘s elections. Some of
them argued that voting for Barack Obama meant ―the end of affirmative action‖ without
realizing it, without realizing doing so. Adding that blacks who would vote for Obama would not
be realizing for what they‘ve been voting for (Tilove, 2008).
The 2007 survey conducted by Pew Research Center, showed the following results for the
question concerning whether being an African American would help Obama to win the election
should he be chosen as the Democratic Party‘s standard bearer.
Blacks themselves were pessimistic in this regard, with 39 percent predicted that Obama‘s
racial background would be his disadvantage in the 2008 election.
As a group, considerable number of Democrats, 33 percent Democrats saw ―a harmful
effect‖ than Republicans with 22 percent or independents with 27 percent. By and large 26
percent of the public believed that Obama‘s racial identity would hurt him in the race. Still, a 44
percent of Americans argued that ―it would not matter to voters one way or the other‖. However,
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18 percent of Americans regarded Obama‘s African-American heritage‖ as helping him win the
presidency‖ ( Pew Research Center, 2007).
Consequently Obama had to balance between black voters and white voters. As a matter of
fact, he had been highly criticized by one of the former civil rights veteran Andrew Young. When
talking about Barack Obama‘s blackness, Young asserted that Bill Clinton ― is every bit as black
as Barack‖ (Bennet, 2007). Young recalled the inauguration of Nelson Mandela, where Bill
Clinton acted as a typical black guy, who did the ―moon walk town the Soul Train Line‖, during
the after party (Ibid). Undeniably it is a stereotypical way of thinking, when tackling about black
authenticity. It is paradoxical to hear this kind of judgment from a person, who with his friends,
other civil rights leaders, struggled to remove from the consciousness of white people However
Young declared that he was for Obama but in 2016, claiming that he was too young (ibid).
Simultaneously, there were people who perceived Barack Obama as being too racially
performative and his campaign being captured by black interests. They needed reassurance that
they would not be left behind (Nelson,2008.p.772). As Nelson argues Obama did not fit in the
common stereotypes for white people, their ―racial reality‖ was very different from what people
had been used to (ibid.).
I would like to add one detail related to Barack Obama‘s campaign for the president of the
Untied States of America. In 2008 Barack Obama lost New Hampshire primary. Before he
headed for the ―Latino-rich‖ states of ―Arizona, New, Mexico, Colorado, California, and Texas‖
Obama introduced a new campaign slogan:‖Yes, we can.‖(Hayden, 2009.p.53)..Every Spanish
speaking person realized that it was ―a sign‖, since Obama ―Channeled Cesar Chavez(the single
most important Latino leader in the history of the United States of America) Si, se puede! (ibid).
3.8. Who Voted for Barack Obama
I want to present some information on who voted for Barack Obama in 2008 election, I will
use data provided by the British Broadcasting Company (BBC) News.
According to exit polls Senator Barack Obama won the election by gaining an unexpected
level of support‖ among young people, African Americans and new voters‖. Senator John
McCain preserved his leadership among older voters and evangelicals. Barack Obama succeeded
in gathering his key supporters.

Young Voters
Barack Obama received an exceptional support from young people and new voters in the
2008 election. ―He won the votes of those under 30‖ by a remarkable 66percent to 31 percent.
This figure is much higher than in any previous election. From those people who voted for the
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first time, Barack Obama received 68 percent to 31 percent. ―This compares to just a slight
advantage that the Democrats had in this group in 2004, when John Kerry won new voters by 53
percent to 46 percent‖. John McCain held the Republican lead among older voters but ―lost
among the middle-aged, who had supported President George W Bush in 2004. ―
African American Voters
The number of African Americans who voted for Barack Obama reached the unprecedented
level, ―although they were already strongly Democratic‖. Obama received 95 percent of the black
vote, whereas John McCain received 4 percent.
Gender Issues
As mentioned before, Obama somehow managed to have a magical impact on women.
Barack Obama won‖ 56 percent of the female vote, compared with 51 percent of women who
voted for John Kerry last time‖. Obama was ―essentially tied among men, erasing the 55% to
45% advantage that President Bush enjoyed in 2004. Larry Sabato, political science professor at
the University of Virginia, says that the Democrat's appeal to women has been one of the most
important keys to his success‖.
The Palin Effect
Evangelical Christians who comprised the one quarter of the electorate, supported John
McCain. ―This group voted by three-to-one for the Republicans despite attempts by Barack
Obama to reach out to faith groups - little changed from the previous two elections.‖ According
to Sabato, Sarah Palin's candidacy as vice-president, triggered the Senator John McCain.
Nevertheless, Sarah Palin in a way had a negative impact on McCain‘s campaign as a whole.
More than 60 percent of those surveyed said‖ she was not qualified to be president if necessary,
compared with 38 percent who said she was‖.
The Economical Factor
According to exit polls the economical factor played one of the crucial roles in the election.
Sixty two percent of those surveyed cited it: as the most important issue facing the US.‖ Next
came 10% cited Iraq with 10 percent and the factor of terrorism with 9 percent. The Highly
debated healthcare, received 9 percent in 2008.

The Enthusiasm gap
―Perhaps the biggest factor in deciding the election was the enthusiasm gap - the difference
between the intensity of feeling between McCain and Obama supporters. One-third of the Obama
voters were "excited" by the prospect of his victory, as opposed to just 14 percent of McCain
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voters. That enthusiasm translated into more personal contacts, with twice as many Obama
supporters having been contacted in person as McCain supporters. And 80 percent of those
contacted did in the end vote for the Democrat, suggesting targeting paid off‖ (Schifferes,2008).
Overall, Barack Obama defeated John McCain by 53 percent to 46 percent. And became
the 44th president of the United States of America.
From January 20th, 2009 the world faced new reality.: the first African American president
of the United States of America Barack Hussein Obama stepped into the Oval office.
3.9. Evaluation of Barack Obama’s Domestic and Foreign Policy. Particularly the first
100 days of his presidency.
Today in 2010, after the one your of his presidency, people argue that Obama had broken
his promises and therefore deserves harsh criticism. His ratings are not stable, moreover they had
dropped significantly. My personal standpoint is that it would be better to have a glance at
Barack Obama‘s campaign promises an compare it with the reality.
According to Galston, Barack Obama from the very beginning of his campaign ―offered a
center-left program of expanded public power in health care, energy and the environment,
education, infrastructure and more‖ (Galston, 2009). However, the global financial crises made a
devastating impact on the economy of the United States of America.
Barack Obama commenced his presidency with two plans, the first was based on his
campaign promises and the second one was the consequence of events Barack Obama believed
that ―short-term economic recovery and long-term economic renewal were inextricably linked.‖
In a way he put his position under the risk when suggested that
―the U.S. budget and political system can simultaneously absorb an economic stimulus,
bailouts of financial institutions, the housing sector, and the automobile industry,
comprehensive regulatory reform... and a social democratic program of a scope not seen since
the days of Lyndon Johnson, perhaps even Franklin Roosevelt‖ (ibid).
It is crucial to note that before Obama entered the White House, the level to which
Americans trusted their national institutions was a very low.
3.9.1. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA)
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), commonly referred to as
the Stimulus or The Recovery Act was an economic stimulus package enacted by the 111th
United States Congress in February 2009. The stimulus aimed to create jobs and promote
investment and consumer spending during the recession.
The measures are nominally worth $787 billion. The Act incorporated ―federal tax cuts‖,
extension of unemployment benefits and other social welfare provisions, and domestic spending
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in education, health care, and infrastructure, including the energy sector‖ (ARRA). The Act
integrated several items that were part of longer-term plans (e.g. a study of the effectiveness of
medical treatments) or were required by Congress. It needs to be defined that Republicans in the
House refused to vote for this bill whereas in Senate, only three Republicans voted for it .(Dems
Power Stimulus Bill through Congress). Barack Obama signed this bill into law, on February
17th, 2009. The plan intended to encourage jumpstart economic growth, and save between
900,000 - 2.3 million jobs. The stimulus plan consisted of following components:
 A payment of $250 to recipients of Social Security, veterans pension and SSI benefits.
 $70 billion to continue the AMT tax shelter.
 Greater access to child tax credit for working poor and expand earned-income tax credit
to families with three children.
 A $2,500 college tuition tax credit.
 $8,000 tax credit for first-time homebuyers in 2009.
 Deduction of sales tax on new car purchases.
 Extension of unemployment benefits and suspension of taxes on those benefits through
2009.
Modernize Federal Infrastructure


$46 billion for transportation and mass transit projects.



$31 billion to modernize federal buildings.



$6 billion in water projects.

Increase Alternative Energy Production
$17 billion in renewable energy tax cuts.
$5 billion to weatherize homes.
Expand Health Care
Health care reform bill was passed by Congress and signed into law by President Barack Obama
on March 23, 2010. $940 billion health care bill I will change significally the health care system
of the United States of America and ―expand health insurance coverage to 32 million more
Americans over the next decade‖(Winerman, 2010) The final bill will decrease ―the federal
budget deficit by $143 billion over that same time period through a combination of new taxes and
spending cuts, according to the Congressional Budget Office‖ (ibid).
Almost every American under this legislation is required to take health insurance starting in
2014 and will inflict a fine on those who don't. The Legislation will
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―set up a series of state-based insurance exchange marketplaces where people who do not
have access to employer-based insurance will be able to shop for plans, and will also offer
new tax subsidies to make that insurance more affordable for millions of Americans who earn
up to 400 percent of the federal poverty level‖ (ibid.).
Under this law insurance companies have no right to deny ―coverage to patients based on
pre-existing conditions‖ (ibid).
According to Jesse Jackson, this reform
―will also help families with their home mortgages and prevent foreclosures, as many
families today are forced to choose between paying for their health or their house. It begins to
close the gaps for the uninsured and under-insured, and moves us a step closer to Dr. King‘s
dream for a health system where everybody will be in and nobody is locked out‖(Jackson,
2010).
Some historians believe that this reform will occupy its place ―in the same category as the
enactment of Social Security in 1935 and Medicare in 1965, and only a rung or two below
passage of the major civil rights bills of the 1950s and 1960s ― (Balz, 2010).
Improve Education
The Act included $5 billion for early learning programs, and programs for children with
special needs. It also offered $77 billion for reforms to reinforce elementary and secondary
education‖, including $48.6 billion to stabilize state education budgets (and to encourage states
to:
 Make improvements in teacher effectiveness and ensure that all schools have highlyqualified teachers;
 Make progress toward college and career-ready standards and rigorous assessments that
will improve both teaching and learning;
 Improve achievement in low-performing schools, through intensive support and effective
interventions; and
 Gather information to improve student learning, teacher performance, and college and
career readiness through enhanced data systems.(http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/education
The American Recovery and Reinforcement Act provided more than $30 billion ―to address
college affordability and improve access to higher education‖ (ibid.).
Invest in Science Research and Technology
$10 billion for science facilities.
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$4 billion to increase broadband infrastructure.
$4 billion for physics and science research.
Help Small Businesses
$54 billion to help small businesses through a variety of tax inducements.
One year after the passage of this stimulus, economic research firms calculated that ―the bill
has added 1.6 million to 1.8 million jobs and that its ultimate impact will be roughly 2.5 million
jobs‖(Leonhardt, 2010). The Congressional Budget Office estimated‖ 2.1 million jobs saved in
the last quarter of 2009, boosting the economy by up to 3.5 percent and lowering the
unemployment rate by up to 2.1 percent‖(ibid), According to CBO this package would be even
more effective in 2010.
3.9.2. Foreign Policy Issues.
After Barack Hussein Obama stepped into the Oval Office, he acknowledged that he had to
deal with issues left from George Bush, like Iraq, Afghanistan and America‘s image in the world.
At the same time, he had to carry out his own agenda.
According to Marcin Zaborowski, from the Centre for International Studies, "2010 will be
decisive in terms of whether Obama keeps his promise of change" (Zaborowski, 2010).
During the first year of Barack Obama‘s presidency his campaign promises faced the
reality. Critics predicted that, the withdrawal of troops from Iraq ―would be protracted, a
redoubling of the US military presence in Afghanistan would not be possible, the Middle East
peace process would remain stalled and America would continue to support Israel‖ (ibid).
Though Obama has not been able to make vital changes in the United States‘ foreign policy, he
managed to achieve some progress. Undoubtedly Barack Obama‘s personal charisma improved
the image of the United States of America abroad.
Barack Obama facilitated the stabilization process in Pakistan‖ with an aid package
designed to bolster its economy and fight terrorism‖ (ibid).
According to Feffer&Leaver, one of the most important transformations brought by Obama
to the White House has been ―its new tone‖ (Feffer&Leaver, 2009). It is crucial to underline that
Barack Obama decided to start the dialogue with the Muslim world, deciding to use the
diplomacy ―over force‖. Barack Obama declared that the United States was not and never will be
at war with Islam (ibid.).
Barack Obama‘s speech in Cairo, on June 4, 2009 appealed for ―a new beginning‖. He
underlined seven issues to be dealt with, these were: extremisms, Israeli/Palestinian Conflict,
democracy, nuclear weapons, religious freedom, economic development and rights for women.
Obama underlined the significant role played by Muslims in the United States. Obama never
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used the words ―terrorists‖ when talking about extreme mist groups. He underlined the
contributions of Muslim world and praised Islam. One of the main significance of this speech is
that Barack Obama, as a President of the United States of America expressed ―a message of
openness and a desire for greater closeness― (Bart, 2009).
During his visit in Prague, in April 2009, Barack Obama proposed actions to remove
existing nuclear weapons, stop further nuclear proliferation and prevent terrorists from acquiring
nuclear weapons or materials.
Barack Obama declared that "As the only nuclear power who have used a nuclear
weapon, the United States has a moral responsibility to act," and called for cooperation "We
cannot succeed in this endeavor alone, but we can start it" (Deutsche Welle,2009).
When Barack Obama addressed the African People, in Ghana, on July 11, 2009, he
declared that Africa was a fundamental part of the intercontinental world. However, Obama
appealed for taking more responsibility from Ghanaian people in their own faith, regardless of
the support provided by the United States. Barack Obama appealed the world for unity during his
UN General Assembly address. According to Obama, global problems included, nuclear
proliferation, war, climate change and economic crisis; and every nation was responsible for
addressing these problems, he said.
As Wilson interestingly notes, in all those four mentioned speeches, Barack Obama
discussed the issues on which his foreign policy was based (the year 2009) :on "mutual interest
and mutual respect," and on the idea that global diplomacy functions on the principle of "rights
and responsibilities" of sovereign nations (Wilson, 2009).
On January 20, 2010, the Brookings Doha Center hosted a policy discussion to evaluate the
Obama administration‘s policy towards Muslim-majority states and communities a year to the
day that President Obama entered office. ―The speakers-two American Brookings scholars and
two prominent Arab thought-leaders-presented a range of views on pressing issues such as al
Qaeda, the Arab-Israeli peace process, the war in Afghanistan, the future of Iran and Iraq, and
prospects for democratic reform in the region― (Brookings, 2010).
According to Ambassador Martin Indyk, vice president and director of Foreign Policy
Studies at Brookings, Barack Obama‘s historic June speech in Cairo, was well received in the
Arab world. Another positive factor is that Barack Obama realized the importance of the
Palestinian question in the ―relationship between the United States and the Muslim-majority
states and communities‖ (ibid). The appointment of George Mitchell (an Arab American) as
special envoy for Middle East peace ―gave the administration credibility‖. However, after a year
of Obama‘s administration ―final status negotiations are nowhere in sight‖ (ibid.).
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Indyk declared that, Arabs were disappointed with the United States after Obama‘s first
year in the office. However, there were made some advances in terms of ―Netanyahu‘s
endorsement of the objective of an independent Palestinian state‖ and that ―the terms of reference
for…the final status negotiations, have been all but agreed by both sides‖.
Indyk believes that new administration was able to lay a foundation for the future
advancement and consequently, it was early ― to dismiss the administration‘s efforts to repair
relations with the Muslim-majority states and communities‖ (ibid).
Kenneth Pollack, director of the Saban Center for Middle East Policy at Brookings, gave
analyzes of the Obama administration‘s policies towards Iran, and Iraq. As I mentioned before,
the new, more positive tone towards the Muslims around the world received its credits..A
positive evaluation received an engagement ―in robust diplomacy globally, in particular China,
Russia, and Iran‖(ibid). Pollack noted that Iran has neglected any diplomatic propositions; while
China and Russia were ―clamping down on Iran‖. Pollack thought the United States put at stake
the support of Iranian opposition for the sake of ―hopes of a nuclear deal with the regime‖.
Concerning the issue of Iraq, Pollack believed that has been substantial advancement with
Obama reducing troop levels and ―Iraqis passing a long awaited election law‖ (ibid).
In terms of US-Russia relationship, I believe that the signature of Nuclear Arms Reduction
Pact, on April 8th, 2010, speaks for itself. As Peter Baker and Dan Bilefsky note with the
signature of this pact, the United States of America and Russia commenced ―a new era‖ in their
chaotic relationship. With this arms control agreement United States and Russia ―presented a
largely united front against Iran‘s nuclear program (Baker&Bilefsky, 2010).
In case of the ratification, under this treaty the treaty, ―each side within seven years would
be barred from deploying more than 1,550 strategic warheads or 700 launchers. Because of
counting rules and past reductions, neither side would have to eliminate large numbers of
weapons to meet the new limits. But the treaty re-establishes an inspection regime that lapsed in
December and could serve as a foundation for deeper reductions later‖(ibid).
I realize that my attempt to provide an insight into the Barack Obama‘s achievements in
domestic and foreign policies is not absolutely comprehensive. It‘s hard to predict the concrete
results in all spheres he intends to complete, since the situation is dramatically changing day by
day. However, I want to express my personal approach towards these issue. No government is
perfect, and no governmental policies are perfect. However, people are becoming more and more
demanding for their governments‘ successful performance.
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3.10. Barack Obama’s Leadership Style.
In 2009 Barack Obama received the Nobel Peace Prize for his extraordinary efforts to
strengthen international diplomacy and cooperation between peoples. The Committee has
attached special importance to Obama's vision of and work for a world without nuclear
weapons‖. The Nobel committee declared that Barack Obama ―gave the people hope for the
better future, and his diplomacy was founded in the concept that those who are to lead the world
must do so on the basis of values and attitudes that are shared by the majority of the world's
population‖.
My answer to the people who heavily criticize Barack Obama‘s foreign policy will be that
Nobel Peace Prize is not an award given to ineffective or weak leaders.
As mentioned before, early leadership theories, especially the Great Man Leadership
Theory excluded people of color from their rows. Under this theory blacks were not capable of
leadership, since they did not possess inborn leadership qualities. However, supporters of the
Great Man Theory believe that despite of the innate talents ―potential leaders might possess,
without timely emergence of situational forces they will not become leaders.‖Without Chaos in
the Roman Catholic Church, would Lutheranism exist today? Without Hitler, would Churchill
have continued rambling his way through life?‖(Cawthon, 1996, p.46).
Bass defines that
―Situational theorists suggested that leadership is all a matter of situational demands,
that is, situational factors determine who will emerge as leader. Particularly in the United
States situationalism was favored over the theory that leaders are born not made‖ (Bass,
p.38).
3.11. Conclusion
The facts speak for themselves: today in the 21st century the United States of America has
the African American President. I believe that Barack Hussein Obama apart from being
charismatic leader, perfect articulator and communicator, is an example of situational leader.For
better illustration I will use the words of the Ph.D. Professor Emeritus of New Jersey City
University, Doris Friedensohn. According to Friedensohn, Barack Obama, for all his talents and
genius might not have won without assistance form well-timed economic CRASH. Those voters
who did not support him, for ―whatever reasons including the obvious prejudices, just could not
see their way clear to putting in office an old man from the party that has brought us so much
grief from our long wars, huge material losses, and a shocking loss of esteem abroad‖. People
voted for hope. People voted for fairness and a common sense ―reading of the causes and
consequences of deregulation; they voted to rein in greed, create jobs, deal with global warming,
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and improve a sagging infrastructure. They voted to end the war in Iraq. They/We all voted for
brains and youth and the belief that American can do things better‖ (Friedensohn, 2008).
Today, when people demand more from their governments, it is difficult settle everything
with one stroke of a pen. However, Barack Obama, from the very beginning of his presidency
was very consistent in his actions. I believe that his election embodies the ideals of democracy,
towards which the United States has been moving ―for more than two hundred years. It seems
that the long stride of Blacks towards the freedom and equality reached its climax by the election
of Barack Hussein Obama as the nation‘s 44th president. This country ―has approached closer to
the democratic ideal than nearly any other country‖ (Berman&Murphy,2007, p.9).
The long stride for freedom and equality of African American people was not simple. These
people, who were brought to the country by force and who were prejudiced and enslaved simply
because of their skin color, managed to survive. Even though Tocqueville did not believe in the
possibility of the assimilation of white and black, African Americans proved the contrary. It is
evident that Abraham Lincoln, with his Emancipation Proclamation, played significant role
towards the advancement of black people. Though post-Proclamation period, broke many
promises and brought huge disappointments, African Americans did not give up.
I believe that the religion, particularly church, played a crucial role in their survival. Since,
it was the place which gained the socially significant status in the lives of African Americans.
Apart from providing the religious services, people freely interacted with each other. It was the
best place of self-realization. It was the church which provided them with powerful leaders, who
were responsible for landmark changes in the lives of African Americans.
CONCLUSIONS
When I first began working on this dissertation project, I assumed that Georgians are, on
the average, not especially knowledgeable about various aspects of African American history I
believe and hope that my thesis could serve to address this gap by providing Georgians with a
richer understanding of these issues, particularly with respect to the role of African Americans in
politics, and the American presidency in particular. Even though I had reasonable assumptions
concerning this knowledge gap, I decided to provide more direct proof for it, and compared the
results with the American data.
The survey measured participants‘ knowledge about African Americans in four different
ways, including (a) knowledge about other African Americans, aside from Barack Obama, who
have run for president, (b) awareness of the date at which slavery was abolished, (c) knowledge
of the scope of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and (d) a general recognition test of African
Americans. In theory, it is possible that these four indices might correlate positively with each
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other. Such correlations would indicate that lack of knowledge in one domain would be
predictive of a low level of knowledge in another, and vice versa.
In order to investigate this possibility, results from the first three multiple choice items were
dummy coded such that a value of ―1‖ was awarded for a correct answer, whereas a value of ―0‖
was awarded for any incorrect answer given. After this coding, higher numbers on all four
indices, including the recognition index, indicates higher levels of knowledge. Interestingly, there
was no evidence of any reliable relation among all of these four indices, all |rs| <.14, all ps >.05.
For example, knowledge about the abolishment of slavery was completely unrelated to
knowledge about the Civil Rights Act of 1964, r =.03, ns. Nor did the general recognition index
reliably correlate with any of the other knowledge indices, all rs ns. These findings suggest that
knowledge about African Americans in any given domain, at least for this study, was not
predictive of the level of knowledge in another. Such a lack of correlation could, of course,
reflect the possibility that many of the participants were mostly guessing. In other words, a
correct response could have simply reflected random guessing, rather than any true underlying
knowledge.
Comparison Sample of American Students
In order to facilitate meaningful interpretation of the present results, it is useful to compare
the findings obtained with small sample (n = 10) of American college students. (These students,
none of whom were Black, were currently enrolled at Washington University in Saint Louis.) It
should be acknowledged that Americans would, of course, be naturally expected to achieve
significantly higher levels of accuracy compared to Georgian students. (Obviously, Americans
should score far worse than Georgians if the survey was assessing knowledge of Georgian
culture.) Nonetheless, it is useful to have a rough sense of how Georgians compare to current
residents of the United States, if only to assess ―how far Georgians need to go‖ in terms of even
approaching the level of knowledge typically attained by Americans.
Figure 2.8 shows the comparison of Georgian vs. American students on the first three factual
questions. Values on the X-axis are expressed in terms of average proportion correct, which
could range of a theoretical high of 1.0 and a theoretical low of 0.0 (indicating that all
respondents in that group answered the question correctly, or all answered incorrectly,
respectively).
As seen here, American students achieved a higher proportion of correct answers on all three
questions, F (1, 166) = 18.59, p <.001.
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Figure 2.8.
The effect of nationality did not interact with question type, p >.20, indicating that the
difference between Americans and Georgians held for all three questions. Similar implications
were obtained with separate analyses of the recognition task (see Figure 2.9), which shows
significantly higher recognition obtained by American vs. Georgian students (Ms = 11.60 vs.
3.94), F (1, 166) = 120.92, p <.001.
Figure 2.9

As a result of my analyses social survey, we can conclude that neither the students of the
American Studies Direction, nor the students of the International Relations Direction of the IBSU
have particularly accurate information about African Americans‘ lives in the still racially divisive
post-civil rights period. We consider this period crucial in terms of achievement in American
race relations, promoting participation of blacks in the nation‘s educational, economic, military
and political life. However, the scope of progress did not reach to such an extent as to serenely
accept the fact of the first black man becoming the United States President.
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We plan to include the period under consideration in the junior year course books of the
American History and American Culture and Society curricula of the IBSU American Studies
Direction.
Many people had been stereotyping African Americans, believing that they could not be
effective leaders, since they lacked intellectual ability necessary for leadership. However, it
proved the contrary; African American leaders have been regarded as being charismatic –
motivators, transformational leaders.
Jesse Jackson illustrated these charismatic and transformational tendencies in the 1984 and
1988 presidential election campaigns. Jackson during the primaries revealed that African
Americans could be articulate, intelligent and competent. I believe that through his political
performance, African American community gained substantially.
Leaders of black movements focus much on group identity and the need for a sense of
community.
If we examine the leadership styles of the most famous African American leaders of the
twentieth century, the summery will look as following: Booker T. Washington concentrated on
economic advancement for his people; W E B DuBois concentrated more on political
advancement, through obtaining the good education. Marcus Garvey exemplified more militant
leadership style and we can undoubtedly conclude that black separatism was borrowed
substantially from his leadership style. Malcolm X, apart from being the representative of radical
wing, could be regarded as a charismatic leader and a Great Man. Martin Luther King, Jr. King,
Jr. is an example of a great man and leader, whose leadership style inspired the Civil Rights
Movement of the 1960s.
As for Colin Powell and Condoleezza Rice, they both are the members of the Republican
Party. Colin Powell played on the offered pitch, and through the military career became the first
Black man, who for the first time in American history served as a Secretary of State, with
strongest support coming from the people with conservative views including moderates who
were Powell‘s chief advocates. Colin Powell for his intellectual contributions to international
education; for his lifetime commitment to fostering opportunities for education and leadership
development of the world's citizens and for his special focus on young people, was awarded the
2004 Fulbright Prize.. It must be said that, during the last weeks of Obama‘s presidential
campaign he endorsed Obama. Condoleezza Rice-an academic and Republican politician, grew
up in Birmingham, the most segregated city. She earned her bachelor's degree in political science
from the University of Denver in 1974; her master's from the University of Notre Dame in 1975;
and her Ph.D. from the Graduate School of International Studies at the University of Denver in
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1981. She joined Stanford University as a political science professor in 1981. In 1993, she was
the first woman and first African American to become a Stanford provost, a post she held for six
years. Rice is the first African-American woman to hold the post of Secretary of State.
As for the 44th president of the United States of America, Barack Hussein Obama, with two
years at the Occidental College, Columbia University – with B.A. from Columbia University in
political science with a specialization in international relations. and with his degree of Juris
Doctor (J.D.) Magna Cum Laude from Harvard, he is often regarded as untypical black and even
elitist. It is said that leaders of minorities, such as the blacks, must more often be
transformational in their concern for social change, as well as for unmet social needs for
inequalities in the distribution of opportunities. An Education proved to be the tool which opens
the doors of opportunities to people, and gives them special chances in their lives.
In other terms, there is Obama as a new model of a black man as leader, who through his
major addresses invokes race and avoids the traditional divisive ways of doing so; challenging is
Obama‘s bi-racial openness to whites, blacks and other minorities; his Domestic reforms
concerning stimulus package plan, health care and new Foreign Policy strategies; there are the
civil rights generations of blacks who preceded him, facilitating the way for his acceptance; and
there are other blacks of his generation who have won elections by straddling the racial line and
foregrounding their first class educations and mainstream styles.
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APPENDICES

Appendix 1.1

Sample of questionnaire for IBSU students.

Social Survey
This survey is part of an investigation on social attitudes and beliefs
about certain aspects of American culture.
It is most important, above all, that you be honest in your responses.
There is no ―right‖ or ―wrong‖ answer; simply respond in the way that
seems right to you.
All of your responses are completely confidential; please do not put your
name anywhere on this packet.
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1. Prior to Barack Obama, how many African Americans have run for president?
a.
b.
c.
d.

one
two
three
more than three

Please list, in the space below, the name(s) of the African Americans who have run for president.
If you are not sure, make the best guess you can. If you absolutely cannot think of anyone, leave
this blank and move on to the next question.

2. Approximately, when was slavery officially abolished in the United States?
a.
b.
c.
d.

mid 1700‘s
late 1700‘s
early 1800‘s
mid 1800‘s

3.What was the cause of the Civil War?
a. economic factors
b. slavery
c. political factors
d. all of these
4. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was designed to give African Americans ______.
a. racial equality
b. better housing
c. protection from discrimination in employment
d. all of these
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In the following section, we are going to ask you some questions about the status of African
Americans in the thirty year period after the Civil Rights movement (i.e. between 1965 and
1995). Please make sure that you focus only on this 30-year period.
Please circle the number that best represents your answer toward the question being asked.
1. To what extent do you think that African Americans generally improved their economical
situation during this period? (Note: by “economical situation”, we mean general improvements
in their salaries)
0
1
no
Improvement

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
great
improvement

2. To what extent do you think that African Americans generally improved their housing
situation during this period? (Note: by ―housing situation‖, we mean the extent to which
African Americans were able to move to better neighborhoods.)
0
1
no
Improvement

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
great
improvement

3. To what extent do you think that African Americans have generally made advances in the field
of entertainment during this period (e.g. films, television, music)?
0
1
no
Improvement

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
great
improvement

4. To what extent do you think that African Americans generally made advances in the field of
sports during this period?
0
1
no
Improvement

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
great
improvement

5. To what extent do you think that African Americans generally made advances in the sphere of
education during this period (e.g.in terms of their ability to gain admission to prestigious
universities)?
0
1
no
Improvement

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
great
improvement

- 127 -

6. To what extent do you think there were advances for African Americans in the realm of
politics during this period (e.g.in terms of the numbers of African Americans who became U.S.
Senators)?
0
1
no
Improvement

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
great
improvement

For the following items, please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each
statement.
1. During the early part of American history, slavery was a necessary evil.
-4
-3
strongly
disagree

-2

-1

0

+1

+2

+3

+4
strongly
agree

2. The Idea of slavery is fundamentally inconsistent with the U.S. constitution when it was
originally drafted in the early 1800‘s.
-4
-3
strongly
disagree

-2

-1

0

+1

+2

+3

+4
strongly
agree

3. Blacks are more talented than Whites in the field of sports.
-4
-3
strongly
disagree

-2

-1

0

+1

+2

+3

+4
strongly
agree

4. The language, the cultural patterns, the music , the material prosperity and even the food of
America are a blend (mixture) of black and white.
-4
-3
strongly
disagree

-2

-1

0

+1

+2

+3

+4
strongly
agree

5. The Civil Rights movement had an positive impact (paved the way) in terms of the
advancement of African Americans.
-4
-3
strongly
disagree

-2

-1

0

+1

+2

+3

+4
strongly
agree
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6. All ethnic minorities (Hispanics, African Americans, Chinese, etc.) became fully integrated
into white society.
-4
strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0

+1

+2

+3

+4
strongly
agree

7. The election of African American president will affect racial issues in a positive way
-4
strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0

+1

+2

+3

+4
strongly
agree

8. Racial segregation inevitably created low self esteem and a permanent sense of inferiority in
African American children.
-4
strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0

+1

+2

+3

+4
strongly
agree

9. The unemployment rate for African American male teenagers reached its peak during 1970s.
-4
strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0

+1

+2

+3

+4
strongly
agree
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Please identify the following people by indicating, in just a few words, generally
what field/job this person is in. For example, if you saw the name ―Richard
Nixon‖ you would write ―former president of the United States‖ (or former U.S.
politician). Some of these will be harder than others. But please make the best
guess you can, and try not to leave any answers blank.
Thurgood Marshall

__________________________

Colin Powell

__________________________

Joe Biden

_________________________

Bill Clinton

_________________________

Jackie Robinson

_________________________

Condoleezza Rice

__________________________

Malcolm X

__________________________

Spike Lee

__________________________

Larry Bird

__________________________

Michael Jordan

__________________________

Oprah Winfrey

__________________________

Martin Luther King

_________________________

Rosa Parks

_________________________

Barbara Jordan

_________________________

Michael Jackson

_________________________

George Washington Carver ________________________
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